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The Ivanhoe Communication App
The app is now live and ready for parents 
to download and link in with their child’s 
records at school. We would encourage as 
many of you as possible to download, already 
over 350 parents have signed up.

Key benefits for parents include:
• Being able to sync term dates to your online calendar
• Being able to make direct contact with school through 

the app, including reporting absences or messaging 
departments.

• Receive and store all messages from school within the 
app rather than on your phone. 

• Being able to keep up to date with your child’s 
attendance, achievements and behaviour points.

• Being able to use the app as a portal to Wisepay and 
Moodle.

• Being able to complete and submit forms such as school 
trip consent forms through the app.

• Be able to receive your child’s school report through the 
app.

• Being able to read the latest school news directly 
through the app.

If you do not have access to a mobile device or have not downloaded the app, you will 
still continue to receive messages from school in the form of text messages and emails.

We hope that you will agree that the investment the school has made in this technology 
will be of great benefit, but if you would like to learn more about it before you 
download it you can watch a short video by clicking here.

To download the app go to your device app store and search for My Ed.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.
You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be 
automatically cross checked 
with our in-school system. 
This is intended to safeguard 
the information of your child 
to ensure only approved 

Students made Indian 
food on Enrichment Day.



A Reminder About Term Dates.
Our term dates are usually agreed well in advance and we work closely with our local partner primary and 
secondary schools to ensure that the dates are agreed across the area. As an academy, we have the freedom to 
set our term dates and we always base this on the LA framework although there are some differences. Ivanhoe 
Governors ensure that decisions about term and holiday dates are based on educational grounds and that we try 
to even out term lengths as far as is possible.

Dates to note which have a variance from Leicestershire LA dates:

• 2017-18 and 2018-19: Half term break in October is one week later due to the length of the term before 
Christmas.

• 2017-18 Dates: Fri 20th-Friday 27th October (Friday 20th is a Staff Training Day, return Monday 30th October)
• 2018-19 Dates: Friday 19th to Friday 26th October (Friday 19th is a Staff Training Day, return Monday 29th 

October)

• 2018-19: The Easter break is one week later due to the lateness of Easter that year.
• 2018-19 Dates: Fri 5th April return Tues 23rd April

You can see all of the Ivanhoe term dates on our website.

Heads and governors of our local partner schools felt that the pattern we have adopted provided the best 
educational option for our students, within the outline framework of the Leicestershire pattern.

We understand that changes to term dates will affect some families more than others and that this can be an 
area of our work in which we may not be able to please everyone. There are many different issues involved in 
setting out the term dates and we will continue to work with our partner schools and to publish all term dates 
well in advance.

Anne-Marie Blewitt

Is a term time holiday really worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance 
of gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English,

If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of 
gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English.

Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 including Maths and English will, on average, 
earn at least 20% less than those that do throughout their lifetime. 

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/termdates


Trips & Medical Equipment
Our trips and visits programme continues to be a great source of enjoyment and enrichment for our 
students and I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank our many members of staff who 
go that extra mile to arrange such ventures! And of course to you, our parents, who make them happen 
financially. Parents often email us to mention how much their child has enjoyed something, which is great 
– thanks – but we are always looking for those marginal gains that might improve this area of school life. If 
you have any feedback for us, please do email me on S.Lane@ivanhoe.co.uk.

One area we would like to tighten up on please, is students who have medical conditions eg. asthma, who 
need to carry equipment eg. inhaler but forget to bring it on their trips!

If you tell us your child requires medical equipment THEY MUST BRING 
IT ON THE DAY. I’m sorry to say that failure to do so will almost certainly 
mean we are unable to take them. Bearing this in mind, please be very 
clear on the medical forms you complete for us whether or not you will 
be sending your child to school with such medical equipment. 

Incidentally, looking to the future, we are very much hoping the new 
ConnectEd App for parents will provide us with a more efficient way of 
completing and sharing medical information. Watch this space on that one!

Thanks in anticipation, 
Sarah Lane, Assistant Principal, Educational Visits Coordinator (EVC)

£1 to wear red for Comic Relief, plus a donation to the 
Ashby Foodbank.

Also there will be fundrais-
ing stalls in the Hall at Lunchtime so                                                                                                                                          

please bring some change .

Non - Uniform Day Clothing Choices
Whilst we appreciate the excitement of students to wear their own clothing on a non-uniform day, we feel that we 
must remind parents and students that the clothing they wear also has to be practical for a day of regular school 
activities. Therefore we feel that, based on recent clothing worn, we must ask students to follow these guidelines 
when choosing what to wear on a non-uniform day:

• No see through clothing.
• No Mid-Riffs on show- the hem of a top should at least meet the waistband of the bottom half.
• No shoes that have a heel height that could cause injury when undertaking activities.

If students do not comply parents will be contacted and asked to bring in suitable substitutes.

Thank you for your understanding on this matter. 



Student Council News
The Student Council met again on Thursday 15th March, and discussed a wide range of 
topics.

There were some very interesting a mature responses from the students in regards to this year’s new uniform 
policy and the checks. Many of the students suggested that perhaps we had not gone far enough in making the 
uniform look smart and their suggestions are being passed on to the Senior Leadership Team and Governors for 
consideration. 

When asked for feedback on areas of the college that could 
be improved, outdoor space was mentioned a number of 
times. In House Groups students discussed what they felt were 
barriers to students enjoying the outdoor space at breaks and 
lunchtime. Suggestions included more sheltered areas, and 
social seating areas rather than benches were just some of the 
ideas. Again these ideas will be fed back to the School Leaders.

Since the last meeting House Leaders and Council 
members have been stressing the importance of not 
dropping litter and in particular food litter in our bid to rid 
the school of the ‘dreaded seagulls’. The house leaders 
had an opportunity to meet Boris the hawk along with 
his handlers, as part of the colleges plan to discourage 
the seagulls, and it appears to be having a positive effect. 

Students reported that they 
had seen improvements in 
how students were looking 
after the toilets since they 
were promoting it in form 
time. 

Thank you to Fire House 
for putting together the 
first of our ‘Toilet Posters’. 

What’s working? - 
some feedback

• Positive response to the new inter 
house update

• It’s a safe environment to be in.
• Good clubs and inter house 

opportunities.
• The litter issue is being talked about 

much more around school.



Individual Student Music Production Lessons
We will now be offering the chance for students to study Music 
Production Grades 1-8 (in the same way that you can gain grades 
with a traditional musical instrument) As with other musical grades, 
by the time pupils reach grade 6 it can be worth the equivalent in 
UCAS points as an A* at A level.

Lessons will take place during the school day, students will be 
expected to catch up with any subject work missed.

Music production lessons give students exposure to a broad range 
of genres, technology, and musical techniques. Lessons cover 
composition, music theory, sequencing, sampling, recording, sound 
design, synthesis, mixing techniques, DJ skills and much more. 

Students will have the opportunity to use a mix of software and 
hardware sequencers, digital audio workstations, drum machines, synthesizers, and samplers. South East Creative 
Arts offer the option to work with a variety of software packages so as to cover as much ground as possible and tailor 
delivery to students ability. 

There will be 10 (individual) lessons per term at a cost of £150.

For more information please click here.

There is still time to take part in the Parents’ 
e-Safety course , developed specifically for the 
parents of Ivanhoe by Mr Thornewill, who is a 
CEOP ambassador. The course will be accessible 
on the Parent Page in Moodle as well as top 
menu link on Moodle. 

All parents who complete the online course 
before the start of the Easter Break will be 
entered into a prize draw to win a £20 gift card.

We hope that this course will help parents 
understand more about how to keep your 
child safe online, as well as help you talk, with 
confidence,  to your child about e-safety issues. 

February saw our first parent drop in session 
taking place. Members of the Inclusion and 
Pastoral teams met with parents to discuss a 
range of topics from how to access a school 
report to how best to support students with 
revision.
It was a very positive experience and following 
some great feedback, we will be running this 
session again in the very near future! More 
details to follow...

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/music-production-lessons-


B A K E  O F F  C O M P E T I T I O N



Costume Competition - 
Individual & Group Winners

YR9 Bethin McGraw

YR9 Maddi Forster and Emily Carr

YR7 Rosie Davis, Evie McMillan, Lucy Morrison,              
Rosie Harris, Allice Chiltern

YR8 Katie Ridge, Zara Platts, Keira Pagett,                                     
Scarlett Paling, Hannah Minness

YR8 Darci Hunt

YR7 Madeleine Warburton

Staff - Design Dept



Plas Gwynant - Year 9 School Trip

Students took part in a range of activities, from mountain walking to 
abseiling, canoeing and gorge walking.

The course was different this year as we had a new focus - Plas Gwynant 
wrote a course just for us based around the Growth Mindset.

Through the activities, therefore, students were challenged to be resilient 
and to come up with strategies to enable them to complete tasks which 
they found particularly difficult.

For some, the social and emotional aspects of working together and 
helping others was a challenge that needed to be overcome.

The staff were all very proud of how students applied themselves to these 
challenges, whether physical, emotional or social.  

The next step for the students is to remember that through resilience and 
not being afraid to fail people are capable of much more than they think 
they are - and then apply this to the challenges they face for the rest of 
their lives.



Student Feedback
“The thing that pushed me to the limit was the gorge walking because we had 
to climb a massive water fall and swim through ice cold water. I told myself I 
couldn’t do it and I swam back but then Sir told me I could and he helped me 
across and I believed in myself and I got up the waterfall. Also, I got over my 
big fear of heights which I thought I never would achieve.The growth mindset 
stuff didn’t bother me at school because there is nothing I thought I needed 
to grow on, by coming to Wales has challenged me physically and mentally 
and helped me change my fixed mindset on heights and cold water. Thank 
you everyone for making the trip happen.”

“Plas was an amazing. Genuinely one of the most amazing experiences I have ever 
had with school! The meals were amazing, the activities were a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and the accommodation was perfect. It was especially challenging 
because you get to bond with people that you wouldn’t usually talk to. I made 
some amazing new friends and will never forget this experience. I would definitely 
recommend this to anyone interested – even if you wouldn’t class yourself as 
“sporty” or “outdoorsy” this is 100% the trip for you”

“Plas was really challenging but made us work as a team and bond with people we 
wouldn’t usually hang around with. We were worked harder than usual but once 
we finished the tasks we felt glad and shocked that we did something we were 
so worried or scared about. It is for everyone and you should definitely sign up 
even if you don’t like sports because its more than just that. The meals were nice, 
the accommodation was amazing and the views were even better! This trip will 
make you more aware of who you really are; it is challenging but then builds your 
personality and makes you want to be outside more – you realise life is more than 
just social media which most teenagers don’t take notice of. It’s one of the best 
trips you will go on with school.”

In 20 years I think I’ll remember this trip 
because all of the opportunities I’ve been 
given. Also because of the level of care 
that was given by the Ivanhoe staff and 
Plas Staff was exceptional and I couldn’t 
of been more supported through the 
experience. Before this trip I thought the 
growth mindset was pointless, but I think 
that’s because in school I didn’t feel I 
could apply it because there was nothing 
I was scared of or feared. When you’re 
put in a situation where you feel your 
heart pounding really quick and your 
legs go a little shaky, the growth mind 
set really helps you to overcome the 
challenges you never thought you could 
complete.



Olympian inspires Ivanhoe Girls

Last week, Joanne Jackson - former Olympian, visited Ivanhoe 
College to aid with the launch of our Girls Active project.  
Throughout the morning session the girls had the opportunity 
to learn about Joanne’s background in swimming and the 
barriers she faced on her journey, whilst also learning the Sky 
Sports for Living 6 keys to success; Mental toughness, Hunger 
to achieve, People skills, Sports and life knowledge, Breaking 
barriers and Planning for success. To finish the session, they 
had an opportunity to put these keys to success into action 
with some fun team building activities. 

For the afternoon session the Girl Active group split into their 
3 separate teams where they worked alongside Joanne to 
develop new ways in which they could improve their 3 areas of 
focus; parental engagement, girls active clubs and promotion. 
The girls involved felt inspired after the visit and are keen to 
put their projects into action.

Sports News

Swimming Gala
Swimmers in year 7, 8 and 9 competed in the NWL SSP 
swimming gala on Tuesday 28th February for Ivanhoe 
College. Against tough opposition, the results of the gala 
were very close, but for the third year running Ivanhoe 
came home with the trophy! Well done to everyone who 
participated. 



Sportshall Athletics
Recently, all three year groups competed in the NWLSSP sportshall athletics competitions. These were very exciting 
and the athletes were brilliant. Results of the events were:
Position Year 7

Girls
Year 7
Boys

Year 7 
Overall

Year 8 
Girls

Year 8 
Boys

Year 8 
Overall

Year 9 
Girls

Year 9 
Overall

1st Ivanhoe Ivanhoe Ivanhoe CRHS Newbridge CRHS Ivanhoe NewBridge

2nd Newbridge Newbridge Newbridge Ivanhoe CRHS Newbridge Newbridge Ivanhoe

3rd CRHS CRHS CRHS Newbridge Ivanhoe Ivanhoe CRHS CRHS

Well done to the year 7 teams who will go on to represent North West Leicestershire at the Spring Championships 
on 5th April at Loughborough University. 

Rugby
The Yr 9 rugby team reached the quarter final of 
the county cup this year which puts them in the top 
8 schools in the county. Unfortunately they lost to 
Ratcliffe College 24-5 in a very competitive game 
where with a little more composure Ivanhoe could 
have scored a few more tries. Well done to everyone 
who took part. All our boys rugby teams are currently 
involved in the North West Leicestershire and 
Hinckley and Bosworth School Sports Partnership 
competition and this will be taking place every week 
until the end of term.

Badminton
This was the second year of competition for Ivanhoe 
College’s KS3 Badminton team. Thanks to funding 
from East Midlands Airport Community Sponsorship 
Fund, we were able to host our first home games in 
this sport. Due to our limited indoor sporting space, 
the funding we received from EMA enabled us to 
hire out the badminton facilities at Hood Park Leisure 
Centre. Unfortunately we weren’t able to progress to 
the next stages of the competition this year, but we 
are looking forward to getting more practice in for the 
next season!

15 students from 
the badminton club 
were also chosen to 
attend the Yonex All 
England Badminton 
Championships, in 
Birmingham. This is 
the oldest badminton 
competition in the 
world. It was  great 
experience for the 
students to watch 
professionals play.. 



Ashby Liaison Concert
Featuring performances from Ivanhoe College, Ashby School 

and the Ashby Primaries 

Friday March 31st 7pm

Tickets: £4 adults £2 cons

Tickets available from: Mr Cubitt or Ashby School

Girls’ Cricket
Congratulations to the under 13 and under 15 Girls on 
representing North West Leicestershire at the level 3 indoor 
cricket competition at Crown Hills Community College on the 
22nd and 23rd of February. Both teams did extremely well 
and gained lots of experience by playing against a number 
of teams from across Leicestershire. During the presentation 
ceremony, Mark Barber (Senior Cricket Development Officer 
for Leicestershire and Rutland Cricket) gave Ivanhoe a special 
mention about the excellent way our girls approached the 
tournament and the level of improvement in their overall 
game. Furthermore, in the under 15 competition Ivanhoe 
girls were given a special award which is awarded to the 
team most notable for upholding the ‘Spirit of the Game’. 
This involved showing respect for their opponents, their 
own captain and team, role of the umpires and the game’s 
traditional values.

Well done again to the following girls: Keira Pagett, Ania Tebbett, Leah Whitby, Mhairi McGrath, Faith Swain, Jenny 
Wells, Rebecca Sixsmith, Millie Norton, Sadie Longhurst, Maddison Foster, Ellie Dilks, Rebecca Tomlinson, Ellen Bailey, 
Emily Carr, Rebecca Noon, Rachel Pacey

The school would also like to thank GForce sportswear for their kind support towards funding the girls’ cricket team 
transport this year. 



Student 
led charity 

day



LEAVE OF ABSENCE INCLUDING HOLIDAYS

New government guidelines, which came into effect on 1st September 2013, prevent Head 
Teachers from granting any leave of absence during term time, unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. For example, a leave of absence for a family holiday does not fall under the 
category of ‘exceptional circumstances’ and as such would be recorded as unauthorised.  

 

Date Event
21st March YR7 ELM Parent’s Evening
24th March Red Nose Day - £1 non uniform day 
31st March Liaison Concert-Details to Follow

5th April Enrichment Day 6
7th -15th April YR 8 & 9 Ski Trip

7th April Last Day of Spring Term (Easter Break)
24th April First Day of Summer Term
27th April Performing Arts Production - Fame
28th April Performing Arts Production - Fame

5th-8th May YR7 PGL Trip
8th May YR8 Assessment Week 1 - Details to follow
9th May YR9 HPV Vaccinations 

11th May Enrichment Day 7
15th May YR8 Assessment Week 2 - Details to follow

19th-22nd May YR8 Survival Skills Trip

Sports Fixtures
Date Sport Year Group H o m e /

Away Opposition

Thurs 23rd Mar Handball KS3 Away Mixed/ Newbridge
Weds 29th Mar Boys Rugby 8,9 Away Hinckley Academy

Thursday 6th April
Boys Rugby 7,8,9

Away Newbridge
Girls Football KS3

Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 

information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you. 

Events Calendar


