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Message from the Principal
As we come to the end of the Autumn Term, we can all reflect on our many 
achievements and successes so far this year. Every day I continue to be inspired 
by the students and my colleagues and all that they do together to make Ivanhoe 
such a fantastic and special school. Students and staff have worked incredibly 
hard during the term, with such a range of superb learning experiences and a 
huge variety of enrichment and extra-curricular activities.

As a community we have also found time to think deeply about issues in 
assemblies and Tutor Groups and to create opportunities for thinking of others 
and giving back through our charity fundraising and donations to the Ashby 
Foodbank. All the activities and achievements since September continue 
to highlight how impressive our students are with their energy, talent and 
enthusiasm. The commitment and dedication of our staff is shown in our many 
successes this year.

Welcome back to Mrs Kitchen who has returned this week from maternity 
leave and thank you to Mrs Turner who has covered in her absence and now 
returns to her part-time role. We said farewell to Mrs Hartley, Student Support, 
recently as she moved on to a similar role in Yorkshire and we have been 
delighted to welcome Miss McGraw to the Student Support Team.

From all at Ivanhoe Specialist 
Technology Academy



Can you please help with our Lifeskills careers 
education?

We are hosting a careers event at Ivanhoe for year 9s within their Lifeskills 
lessons. To make it as relevant and interesting to them as we can we would 
like to invite adult representatives from a wide range of careers to come in 
and talk about their job to our students. 

We would like students to find out: Why they wanted to enter that career? 
How they got into the job? What skills they needed to have and/or 
develop? What they do on a day-to-day basis? What’s good and what’s   
not so good? 

Would you be able to help out or do you know anyone else who would? The 
sessions will involve speaking with small groups of around 20 students at a 
time. 

The event will be running Tuesday 24th January 11-12.30 & Thursday 26th 
January 2-3.30pm, and ideally we would like guests to attend both sessions 
if possible. If you think you could help, please contact Lead Practitioner, Mrs 
Cresswell, at e.cresswell@ivanhoe.co.uk.

We would also appreciate it if any families could share this request with 
their employers. Many thanks in advance.

I would like to say thank you to all our staff and students for their 
hard work throughout the term, and thank you also for the support 
we receive from parents and carers in making a difference to so 
many young lives. 

Finally I would like to wish all students and parents, from all the 
staff and governors of the school, a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.
Our new term begins on Wednesday 4th January and we look 
forward to seeing our students return refreshed and eager to learn 
in the new calendar year. 

Anne-Marie Blewitt

Principal



ROTARY YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION
On Thursday 1st December 5 students took part in the Rotary Young Chef of the Year, local heat. Two students made 
it through to the next round of the competition; Kamran Ewbank & Emma Crumley.  Their brief was to plan cook and 
serve a 2 course meal for 2 people for under £10.  Ivanhoe Food Technology teacher Mrs Robinson said, “Myself and 
the judges were impressed with the high level of skills and organisation shown during the evening.  They all worked 
independently and confidently.”
Emma cooked a Chicken Caesar and Black Forest Gateaux and Kamran did spiced chicken fillet, rice and salad with 
white chocolate and raspberry cheesecake. They only had 1½ hours to prepare and cook it
The next round will take place in Leicester in January, where they will have to cook a 3 course meal in 2 hours.

PROCEDURE FOR SCHOOL CLOSURE IN THE EVENT OF SNOW 
Should we take the decision to close the school for health and safety reasons in the event of heavy snow or 
dangerous icy conditions, the decision will be announced immediately in the following ways: 

• The Ivanhoe College website – there will be a message on the front page. Please remember to refresh your 
web page at regular intervals. 
• We will also send a text message to all parents whose mobile phone numbers are on our system 
• We will contact Radio Leicester who will include the school name in their news bulletins and on their 
website, http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/leicester/hi/ 

Any decision to close will not be taken lightly. We will always do our best to remain open. In taking the 
decision the following guidance from Leicestershire County Council will be followed: 
• Health and Safety - will remaining open constitute a significant risk to pupils and/or staff? 
• Availability of staff - has the severe weather meant that a significant number of staff have been unable to 
attend making it impossible to open? 

Please note also that our school contract buses are all joint contracts with Ashby School and 
therefore decisions about these services will always be taken jointly with the Headteacher of 
Ashby School. 
Thank you to all parents/carers for your continued support.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/leicester/hi/ 


Christmas Fun at Ivanhoe

Christmas Jumper Day- 
Weds 7th Dec

Fundraising total
over £640 

for Save the Children

Christmas 
collection
for

Designing Christmas board 
games on Enrichment Day in 

Resistant Materials.

Staff 
Pantomime



Christmas Lunch
A huge thank you to our catering staff who 
managed to serve up a fabulous 400 Christmas 
lunches on Wednesday 7th December.

Students and staff were treated to a full turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings – roast turkey, 
sausages, stuffing, two types of potato, 
roast parsnips, sprouts, cranberry and gravy, 
followed by either Christmas pudding or yule 
log for dessert. 

Thank you to our catering and facilities teams for making the 
Christmas lunch such a success.



C H R I S T M A S 
C O N C E R T

A huge thank you to all of the staff an students that entertained us at the wonderful Christmas 
Concert on Wednesday 7th December.

As ever, the standard of talent displayed was excellent and showed a huge variety of styles and 
skills.

You can view a number of videos from the evening on our youtube channel; 
https://www.youtube.com/ivanhoecollegeashby

CLEANER VACANCY
We currently have a vacancy for Grade 2 cleaner - Actual Salary £5268.58

The hours are Mon-Fri 3.30pm-6.30pm, for 41 weeks per year.

The closing date is 11th January 2017 

If you would like to apply please find further information and an application form on our website

https://www.youtube.com/ivanhoecollegeashby


Clothes Show Live - 5th December

This year was the final Clothes Show Live trip for Ivanhoe students as it relocates from the Birmingham NEC 
to Liverpool next year. We weren’t disappointed. As ever the range of fashion and beauty was vast; there was 
something for everyone, no matter what your taste. The students soaked up the atmosphere of all the stalls 
and found inspiration at the university and college stands before the finale of the day - the catwalk show. An 
absolutely fabulous time was had by all.

“The celeb spotting was great. It was really glamorous mixing with reality TV stars. So many different styles 
and trends. No matter what you were into, everyone felt accepted and confident to be yourself. Best day 
ever!” Leah

“The fashion show was amazing; live music, great dancing and clothes to die for” Bethinn

“I thought the Clothes Show was such an amazing, unique experience. I felt inspired by the creative ideas and 
clothes. I also loved the atmosphere and all the stalls” Catrina

Student Council- Student Voice Matters!
A big thank you to all students that pitched their Charity day ideas 
at student council this term. I would like to announce and say a big 
congratulations to George White for winning the Student Council vote 
with his Balloon release idea to raise money for Alzheimer’s Research 
UK which is a charity close to his heart. 

This charity day will take place on 10th February 2017 and be run by 
George himself. Congratulations and good luck with all the preparations. 



Les pays francophones- 
French-speaking countries

Did you know that French is spoken officially in 33 
countries? That is, there are 33 countries in which 
French is either the official language, or one of the 
official languages. This number is second only to 
English, which is spoken officially in 45 countries. 
French and English are the only languages spoken 
as a native language on 5 continents and the only 
languages taught in every country in the world. French 
is the second most taught language in the world.

Our Year 9 students studied a few French-speaking 
areas during Enrichment Day: Morocco, Québec, 
Polynesia, Belgium, La Réunion.

Students learned facts about Belgium, such as Belgium has the world’s highest number of castles per square 
kilometre and  how a Belgian was the original physicist who came up with the Big Bang theory. They  explored 
Belgian music and its popularity around the world, not just among the French speaking population, thanks to artists 
like Stromae. Students then learned about Tintin and its legacy before they created a Tintin comic strip of their 
own entitled “Tintin et le grand mystère 
d’Ivanhoe” which students took to with 
great enthusiasm. 

Students watched short video clips and 
found out about life in Morocco and 
found out about famous cities, people 
and customs in Québec and La Réunion. 
They then gathered their findings and 
created presentations.

Another French-speaking area students 
found out about was French Polynesia, 
and students learned about the sports, 
dances, natural resources and tattoo 
customs amongst other facts. They also 
created “heis” which are customary 
flower garlands used during celebrations.



Year 7 Enrichment Day - 
East Midlands Airport Trip

As part of Enrichment Day Year 7 students paid a visit to East Midland’s Airport to learn all about different job 
roles at the airport. They all had a fantastic time. 



I v a n h o e  U n d e r  5 ’s
C h r i s t m a s  Pa r t y

Silver Music Quality Mark
This year the Music Department have received two awards as recognition 
for the work they are doing.

As well as achieving Music Mark as reported in a previous newsletter they 
have just been awarded the Silver status for Leicestershire Music Quality 
Mark as a reflection of all of the hard work and effort that goes into the 
music department to ensure students at Ivanhoe experience an exciting 
and inspirational curriculum that leads to a life long love of music for all 
students.



Cardiff Rugby Tour

On Friday 18th November the P.E. staff took 25 year 8 and 9 boys and girls rugby players down to Cardiff for a 
Rugby Development tour with inspiresport. 

The students took part in a training session with Cardiff Blues Rugby coaches on the pitch at Cardiff Arms Park. This 
was followed by a full stadium tour including all the museum and trophy rooms. The students took part in a Q & A 
with some of the Cardiff Coaches and Players in the media room. 

The Ivanhoe team were due to play a game against a local school but the weather was crazy(thunder and hail) so 
this was cancelled and the students went bowling instead . The kids loved it. 

In the evening everyone had tickets for the Anglo-Welsh Cup which was Cardiff Blues Vs Ospreys. This included a 
team photo on the pitch at half time.  It was a very full day - they left at 6:30am and got back at midnight.
As ever, the Ivanhoe students behaved wonderfully and were a credit to the school. 



Sports Fixtures
Date Sport Year Group Home/

Away
Opposition

Weds 11th Jan Badminton KS3 Away Ibstock
Weds 25th Jan Badminton KS3 Away Newbridge
Tues 31st Jan Boys/Girls Hockey KS3 Away St Margarets
Tues 31st Jan Badminton KS3 Home South Charnwood
Weds 1st Feb Badminton KS3 Home Castle Rock

SPORTS NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BOYS U15 HOCKEY TEAM WHO HAVE BECOME THE UNDEFEATED 
LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY CHAMPIONS.

Ivanhoe 
Catering Team 

receive top 
industry award.

Congratulations to our 
wonderful catering team who 
have been named winners 
of the ‘Customer Service in 
the Public Sector Award at 
the Blakemore Foodservice 
Catering Awards 2016.



Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you. 

 

Date Event
16th December Term ends,please note the earlier finish time of 2.20pm

4th January 2017 First day of Spring Term
10th January Yr 9 Option evening for Ashby School in Ivanhoe Hall.

More details to follow
11th January Yr 8 ASH Parent’s evening
18th January Enrichment Day 4
24th January Yr 8 ELM Parent’s evening
24th January Life Skills Careers Fair
26th January Life Skills Careers Fair

E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r

CHRISTMAS JUMPER  
      APPEAL

If anyone has Christmas jumpers they 
have grown out of, our SEN department 
would love to give them a new home 
ready for next year’s Christmas Jumper 
Day!

Please send to Mrs Johnson.

Thank you to everyone who 
bought poppies from school. 

We raised an impressive  
£427.81

This was the second highest 
total in the district.


