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Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Friends, 

Welcome to all for the Autumn Term 2016! It has been an 
extremely positive start to the school year at Ivanhoe, with all 
our new students and staff settling in very quickly. All our staff 
have worked hard to ensure that lessons and learning have got 
off to a good start, setting clear expectations for high standards 
throughout the year. You will be able to read more about our 
wide range of activities and opportunities in this and following 
newsletters during the year. 

Being prepared for learning - Punctuality and uniform 
have been excellent so far – well done! 

I would like to express my thanks to parents for your support 
in ensuring that students arrive in good time for school and are 
wearing their Ivanhoe uniform with pride. Overwhelmingly our 
students look incredibly smart and, in particular, I am delighted 
with the positive impression that the change to knee length 
pleated skirts has created. Although young people may initially 
complain about the constraints of a uniform policy, we are 
confident that it will help all students to feel proud of belonging 
to a successful school and to strive for excellence in their learning 
and all activities. 
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The up-to-date Uniform Policy and examples can be found on our website: 
www.ivanhoe.co.uk/info/uniform.
 Ivanhoe College staff and Governors are keen to work with parents where there are any queries 
or concerns about uniform matters. Please contact your child’s Form Tutor or SLT House Link (See 
below) in the first instance

Being prepared for learning – Pencil case, equipment, planner

It is essential that all students are prepared and equipped for the learning in all subjects. 
Obviously being organised about bringing PE kit is part of getting the most out of PE lessons. 
Similarly, in all classroom based lessons students are expected to start the lesson having their 
pencil case and planner ready on their desk. As a further support for students and parents you 
will see in this newsletter that we now sell pencil cases, filled with essential equipment and in 
house colours, in the library as well as selling pens, pencils and rulers. They can be paid for using 
Wisepay, in cash and also with Housepoints. Please check that your child has a full set of essential 
equipment in a pencil case every day so that they will have everything they need for their lessons.

To keep our standards high, we will continue to check punctuality, equipment and uniform 
regularly, in morning registration, all lessons and assemblies. 

Tutor groups, Houses and assemblies 

Our vertical tutor groups help students in Years 7, 8 and 9 to get to know each other and to mix 
positively around the college. I would like to thank all our Year 8 and 9 students who have been so 
helpful and welcoming to Year 7 students. Well done to Year 7 students who have managed to find 
their way around the college so quickly this year. 

We have established a new House Assembly routine in the mornings: 
 Fire – Tuesday  (House Link - Alison Allford)
 Water – Wednesday  (House Link - Sarah Lane)
 Earth– Thursday (House Link - David Berrow)
 Air - Friday (House Link - Emma Cresswell)
Each assembly starts at 8.45am prompt, and students need to remember which day their 
assembly takes place and go straight to the Hall before this time, ideally by 8.40am. 

Punctuality

We are having a big push on improving punctuality this year. The vast majority of students are 
here on time and are punctual to their lessons and we thank them and their parents and carers 
for this. However, a small minority of our students are regularly late and we will be working with 
them to improve this and if necessary sanctioning them. Could we ask all parents and carers to 
ensure that their child arrives by 8.40.  If you drive them to school we would ask you to allow time 
for slight delays when traffic is heavy. Thank you for your support.

Operation Encompass

Leicestershire schools are part of Operation Encompass. The police will inform us by 9.00am 
on the next school day if a child or young person has been involved in or witnessed a domestic 
incident. This knowledge, given to schools allows the provision of immediate early intervention 
through ‘overt’ or ‘silent support’, depending upon the needs and wishes of the child. We believe 
that this kind of early intervention is every child’s right

Homework Policy

We have recently reviewed our Homework Policy and have taken into account the views of 
parents from comments and questionnaires at Parents’ Evenings last year. You can see the policy 
on our website (click here ) along with the new Homework Weekly Guide for this year, which is 
also shown later in this newsletter. All students are expected to record homework details in their 
planner and complete homework on time. We will also shortly be launching a new Homework 
Bingo card which students will be encouraged to complete as a way of gaining extra House points 
for their work.

House Points are awarded electronically by staff. House points are given to reward students 
in a range of ways, such as for good work, effort, homework and any positive contributions to 
college life. House points are counted each week for individuals, Tutor groups and Houses, and 
the top Forms, students and House is displayed every week on the noticeboard outside the Hall. 
As students build up the number of house points they will once again be able to exchange them 
in our popular Rewards Shop for reward items or activities. The Rewards Shop is open all year at 
break time on your assembly day, for example, Water House can trade-in house points at break on 
Wednesdays. Further details will be given to students later in the term. 

Yours sincerely, 
Anne-Marie Blewitt 
Principal

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/info/uniform
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/policies/homework-policy


Weekly Homework Guide

The homework guide below gives a suggested pattern for Homework in each subject and should be read 
as a rough outline of when homework can be expected. As the curriculum does not always neatly follow 
this pattern there may be some deviation from this. However there is still an expectation that students 
will be completing homework for each subject on the guide each week.

Weekly Homework Guide 2016/17

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
7a Science French Maths English Humanities Up to 30 

mins. per 
subject7e Science French Maths English Humanities

8a French Science Humanities Maths English Up to 45 
mins. per 
subject8e Humanities Science French Maths English

9a English Maths Science Humanities French Up to 60 
mins. per 
subject9e English Maths Science Humanities French

In addition to the above, homework for other subjects will be set regularly, at appropriate 
times for the curriculum. 

Making Contact With School

Please can we ask all parents that if you need to ask a 
question, or wish to make a comment about  anything 

to do with school life please either 

Phone school on: 01530  412 756 

For general enquiries email: 

office@ivanhoe.co.uk

Or use the clickable email links on our website to 
contact specific members of staff.

PLEASE DO NOT ASK QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOL 
TWITTER PAGE.

Thank you for your understanding on this matter.

NEW stationery resources available to purchase 
from the library or via wisepay. These are a 
pencil case in house colours containing a basic 
stationery set of pen, pencil, rubber, pencil 
sharpener and ruler for £1.85. These will soon 
be available to purchase by exchanging of house 
points earned.

More parents than ever are using the Wisepay system for adding 
money to their child’s dinner cards and we are pleased that this 
has been a popular development. You can top up the  dinner 
card instantly from home or work and parents  can check how 
the money is being spent. We will always make sure that every 
student is able to have lunch however please try to top up your 
child’s allowance in good time so that students do not run out of 
funds.
If you have not yet registered for Wisepay, which is also the best 
way to pay for trips and extra activities, or if you would like some 
support to get started, please email wisepay@ivanhoe.co.uk

Biostore  B iometr ic  FasTrak  System

I am delighted to inform you that the new biometric cashless dining room 
system at Ivanhoe is now up and running. Thank you for the support of 

all students and staff as we have got used to the changes. This is a technology that has been used successfully 
by many schools and as a leadership team we are convinced that this is the right way forward for Ivanhoe. We 
have researched a number of different service providers, and are delighted to have invested in our new Biostore 
FasTrak system which we believe will improve the services we are able to offer students and staff significantly, 
with benefits including:

• Reduction in queuing time for dining room purchases for our students
• Reduction in administration time and cost dealing with lost or forgotten cards for both students and staff
• Improved security for student balances 
• Interface with Wisepay in exactly the same way our current system does
• Future options to extend use of the system to help students with other areas of school such as print 
solutions, library records and so on

I must stress that Ivanhoe will comply at all times with the Data Protection Act and with the guidance given by 
the Information Commissioner’s Office regarding the use of biometric data. Fingerprint images are not be stored 
by the system but instead, a set of measured finger coordinates are translated into a string of numbers and 
encrypted. The encryption method used by the system is a high level, industry standard method. The data held 
cannot be used to recreate a fingerprint image, nor could it be used in a forensic investigation. 

Any parents whose children aren’t yet registered and who would like to be to collect a permission letter from 
reception & return to school.  If there are any concerns regarding this new system, in particular regarding use 
of biometrics, our website has details of commonly asked questions and answers to provide more information 
click here to read the FAQ’s. If you would like more information or the chance to discuss this further, please feel 
free to contact Karen Westwood, Assistant Business Manager in the first instance – k.westwood@ivanhoe.co.uk. 
   
Thank you for your support with this initiative at Ivanhoe.

School 
Menus

Full details of the 
prices of various 
items, plus our 
meal deals are 
available on our 
school website.

You will also find this term’s 2 week 
menu plan.

www.ivanhoe.co.uk/schoolmeals

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/letters/biostore-biometric-fastrak-system
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/schoolmeals


Extra Curricular Clubs

Day Lunch After School
Monday • Computer Club

• Steinberg Music Tech Club -Music Tech 
Suite

• Recital Rehearsals - MR2 (Occasional)
• Guitar Group - MR1

• Drama Club 3.20-4.20pm 
(starts 12/09/16)

Tuesday • Ivanhoe Friends Club - M6
• Keyboard Club - MR1
• Rock Band -Invitation Only

• Art club - D1 - 3.20-5pm

Wednesday • Chess Club - M5
• Choir - MR2
• Percussion Group - MR2

Thursday • Art club - D1 - 3.20-5pm
• Silver Surfers 4-5pm
• Stage Tech Club - 3.20-

4.30pm
• Orchestra - MR2

Friday • Computer Club - ICT1
• Maths Club - 
• Recital Performances - MR2 (Occasional)

• Rock Band - Invitation Only

Throughout the year there will be a number of changes to the extra- 
curricular clubs, to offer the widest choice of opportunities to all our 
students. Students are reminded to listen to the morning briefing notes 
for any new updates. 

Art club will run on Thursday from 3.20-5pm. For the first time ever, this club will 
be open to both students and their parents. The club will work on a variety of 
projects which will include some 3D work and painting. 

Extra Curricular Sports Clubs 
Day Lunch After School
Monday • Year 8 Boys Football - Mr Orton

• Year 9 Girls Netball - Mrs 
Clemons

• Year 7,8 & 9 Boys and 
Girls Badminton - Mr 
Whetton/Miss Tickle

Tuesday • Year 7, 8 & 9 Girls Football -     
Miss Tickle/Mr Tagg/Mr Orton

• Year 9 Boys Rugby - Mr Carroll

• Year 7,8 & 9 Girls and Boys 
Hockey - Miss Howick

Wednesday • Year 9 Boys Football - Mr 
Fargher

• Year 8 Girls Netball - Mrs Lane

• Year 7,8 & 9 Boys and Girls 
Dodgeball - Miss Tickle

• Year 9 Boys Rugby - Mr 
Carroll

• Year 7, 8 & 9 Girls Rugby - 
Miss Jones

Thursday • Year 8 Boys Rugby - Mr Carroll

• Year 7 Girls Netball -Miss 
Howick

• Year 7 Boys Football - Mr 
Perkins

• Year 7, 8 & 9 Girls 
Football - Miss Tickle/Mr 
Tagg/ Mr Orton

• Year 7 Boys Rugby - Miss 
Jones

• Year 8 Boys Rugby - Mr 
Carroll

• Year 7, 8 & 9 Girls and 
Boys Running Club - Mr 
Smyth

Friday • INTER-HOUSE!!!



We still have free copies of Microsoft 
Office available for students to use 
at home during their time at Ivanhoe 
college. 

The offer will enable the use of Microsoft 
Office on many devices such as laptops, 
tablets and Apple Macs.  

To access the information sheet about 
how to download the programme  easily 
please click here 

A REMINDER ABOUT THE 
PROCEDURE DURING THE 
SCHOOL DAY IF A CHILD FEELS 

ILL.
If your child feels unwell they must go to      
reception. If it is necessary for the child to 
be collected from school the receptionist 
will  contact a named parent/carer to 
arrange this.  Students should not use 
their mobiles to call home .

Please remind your child that during the 
school day all mobile phones should be 
turned off and kept out of sight, ideally in 
the bottom of their bags, in line with the 
school’s mobile phone policy.

Thank you for your support on this matter.

Ivanhoe Under 5’s is an 
Outstanding Term Time 

only Pre-School  for 
children aged 2-4.

We  currently has 
places available.

Please ring 01530 
415318 to book a visit. 

Meet  our  House  Leaders

Ellie, Zanisha, Noah and George. Mia, Ruby, Jamie and Ethan.

Sadie, Morgan, Alex & Matt. Lottie, Katie, Keelan and Jack.

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/microsoft-office-install-guide-for-students
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/microsoft-office-install-guide-for-students


LEAVE OF ABSENCE INCLUDING HOLIDAYS

New government guidelines, which came into effect on 1st September 2013, prevent 
Head Teachers from granting any leave of absence during term time, unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. For example, a leave of absence for a family holiday does not 
fall under the category of ‘exceptional circumstances’ and as such would be recorded as 
unauthorised.  

 

Date Event
Tuesday 20th September Open Evening for Year 6’s - 5pm

Weds 21st September Year 9 Open Evening at Ashby School
Monday 10th October Enrichment Day 1
Friday 14th October Staff Training Day - School Closed

Monday 17th October Half Term Break
Monday 24th October Back to School

Wednesday 26th October Year 7 Settling in Evening
Friday 4th November Enrichment Day 2

E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r


