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Dear Parents / Carers ,

Thank you to all students, staff, governors, parents and carers for your contribution to Ivanhoe this year. 

Thank you to all our staff members for working so hard to provide the very best educational experiences 
for our students. 

Thank you to all parents and carers for your support for your son or daughter through the year, and for 
the way you work with us to ensure success. 

Thank you to our governors for your dedication and commitment, supporting the school in the improvement 
changes we make on our ‘Journey to excellence’.

To all our students, well done for your hard work and effort. I hope you have a great summer holiday, and 
that you come back refreshed and looking forward to the new term. 

Yours sincerely

Anne-Marie Blewitt
Principal

Staff farewells
This summer we say farewell to 3 long serving teachers, Mrs Wendy Shields, English Teacher, Mrs 
Sarah Taylor, English/SEN Teacher, Ms Shirley Reynolds, PE Teacher.
They have well over 100 years teaching experience between them! We have been very fortunate 
to have benefited from their skills and experience and all three have worked with care, passion and 
energy right until their last teaching day.  We send them our very best wishes for a long, happy and 
healthy retirement.

We also say thank you and farewell to staff moving on and wish them every success in their new roles: 
Mrs Chambers, English Teacher, Ms Mabrouk, French Teacher and Miss Moreland, Learning Support 
Assistant



2016 Year 9 Dance
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Sporting News
The Sports Award evening on Monday 11th July was a fantastic opportunity 
to celebrate our sporting achievements here at Ivanhoe. 
On the evening it was very clear that across our 31 different boys and girls 
teams that we have some incredible sports people in the truest sense: 
dedicated, committed to team work, gracious in victory and defeat and so 
supportive of each other. It was also a  pleasure to see the confidence of 
the team captains as they regaled a packed audience about their highlights 
of the 2015/16 season.
It was also an opportunity to recognise individuals who have shown 
particular commitment to sport at Ivanhoe, both in extra curricular teams 
and in lessons. 

This year’s winners were:

• Tandy Cup (Outstanding Male Commitment & 
Achievement in PE) - Will Legg/Alex Atkins

• Hollis Cup (Outstanding Female Commitment & 
Achievement in PE) - Emily Proctor

• Sadler Trophy (Outstanding Male Loyalty & Reliability) - 
Luke Ashman

• Liddell Trophy (Outstanding Female Loyalty & Reliability) - Lorna Brierly

• PE Shield (Outstanding Overall Contribution to PE) - Charlotte Youles

Year 8 student Kyle Barker  (AJS) was awarded Player of the Year in 
the Under 13 team at the Leicestershire & Rutland Hockey Association 
presentation evening.

Kyle has been a member of Ashby Hockey Club for 4 years and last 
autumn had the opportunity to participate in England Hockey’s Junior 
Development programme by taking part in a JDC at Dixie Grammar 
School. His coach then recommended Kyle (and other students from 
Ivanhoe College*) for the JAC training in Leicester where talented 
players from across the county trained and competed together. Kyle 
has also enjoyed playing hockey at Ivanhoe College.

Recently he has been working with the British Asian Hockey Association 
U13 team in Leicester and formed part of the squad that entered the 
Media Vision U13 Boys Festival of Hockey representing the Midlands, 
finishing in third place having played teams from across the UK.

We are extremely proud of Kyle’s achievement and he looks forward to 
playing hockey again next season.

Sports Day 2016

Final results from sports day were
1st - Water (979 points)
2nd - Earth (975 points)
3rd - Air (917 points)
4th - Fire (858 points)

2 records were broken: 

1) Max Potter - Year 7 Boys Shot Putt - 
Previous record = 6.07m. New record = 6.83m

2) Sophie Bennion - Year 8 Girls 400m - Previous record = 1m 11.7s. New record = 1m 
10.69s

Year 8 student Kamran Banks is competing in the Topper World Championships at Ballyholme Yacht Club in Northern 
Ireland in July and the Topper Nationals in North Berwick, 
Scotland in August. Both will be a week long competition where 
Kamran will spend up to 6 hours per day on the water without 
coming in for a break. He has had to learn to eat, drink and go 
to the toilet whilst on the water for this length of time. Kamran 
is targeting to gain a place in the RYA Intermediate or National 
Topper Squad for the 2016/17 season which are higher than 
the RYA Zone Squad he is currently in. 

In terms of results, after 4 events in the current National Series, 
Kamran is 94th out of 226 competitors, however this includes a 
number of significantly older sailors. If we look at just the juniors 
(up to those turning 15 this year), he is 78th out of 194.
In the regional Midland Topper Traveller series, Kamran is 
currently 7th out of 45. A good achievement considering the top 
3 places are held by current National Squad sailors!

Well done Kamran, we look forward to seeing you at the 
Olympics in a few years!!



International Day 2016
As part of our international studies Year 7 and 8 took part in a range of activities looking at South American 
countries; Peru, Brazil, Argentina and Bolivia. This was an immensely fun enrichment day for the students 
and they participated in music, arts, cooking, sports, music and more .A big thank you to Aldi who gave 
some foods for the students to try. 

Year 8’s enjoyed a typical French Breakfast as part of their MFL studies. Mrs Keeling 
said, ‘The fantastic cake was made by Year 8 student Owen Jones, what a star!!’

Mr Tom Genders, organiser of our Grow Club said, 

‘You may have heard that during last weeks sports 
days many of the air students yellow tops became the 
focal point for lots of “flies”. 

They were actually Pollen Beetles (Meligethes ae-
neus) they are attracted to yellow windflowers like the 
one in my garden (pictured) and are also considered 
a pest on the bright yellow oil seed rape crops where 
the larvae can destroy the developing seed heads. 

They are otherwise harmless to humans though.’ 

Ivanhoe Under 5’s. 
The Ivanhoe Under 5’s had a fantastic time at their end of year party at Hood Park. Good luck to all 
those children leaving the pre-school to start Primary School in September.



ICT Update
Staying safe online during the Summer

As we approach the Summer Holidays, we at Ivanhoe have been reminding students of the guidance 
we give in relation to staying safe online;

• Make sure you do not share any personal information on any online platform, including 
Facebook & XBOX Live.
• Only speak to people online who you know in the real world.
• Once you put anything online, if only for a moment, it will be there forever.
• If you see or hear something online that makes you feel uneasy, you must report it straight 
away.

To support your child we recommend the following actions
• Talk to your child about what they’re up to online. 
• Watch Thinkuknow films and cartoons with your child. 
• Keep up-to-date with your child’s development online. 
• Set boundaries in the online world just as you would in the real world. 
• Keep all equipment that connects to the internet in a family space. 
• Use parental controls on devices that link to the internet, such as the TV, laptops, computers, 
games consoles and mobile phones. 
• Refer to the further reading available on the Ivanhoe College website. http://www.ivanhoe.
co.uk/protecting-your-child-online 

After our most recent conversations with CEOP, we want to draw 
parents’ attention to the app/website called ooVoo. It is a free service 
that lets you make free voice and video calls as well as send text 
messages. The concern is that all users by default can be contacted 
by other users, whom the user may not know in the real world.  

The recommendation from CEOP is that students under the age of 18 shouldn’t be using this service, 
as they could be exposed to content they didn’t ask to see or hear. CEOP have a guide available at 
this address - https://goo.gl/j658Du
If you have any further questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us.

 “Silver Surfers”

We’ve had another successful year our partnership with the Ashby Hastings Rotary club in promoting 
and running our community education project lovingly called “Silver Surfers” by our students. 
One of our regular visitors e-mailed us a few weeks ago to say thanks for helping her with getting her 
email set up on her iPad and showing her how to use the iPad to send and receive e-mails. 
Big thanks to all the students who have taken part this year and offered their service to their community, 
we are really proud of you.

Mr Thornewill                

BBC micro:bits

We have successfully launched the BBC micro:bit with our year 7 students this half term. Year 
7 students have been issued free-of-charge a BBC micro:bit funded by the BBC. This small 
programmable computer, has millions of potential uses.
Students have been given opportunities in Computing, Science & Design lesson to explore 
some of these ideas such as designing badges, using the micro:bit to change the light up 
design or conducting an experiment using the micro:bit as a pedometer. Students have 
thoroughly enjoyed letting their imaginations run wild, and we look forward to seeing what 
students create next year. 
We’ve also ordered class sets for our students in Year 7 & 9 to use next year in their lessons. 
Students can order their own micro:bits online for around £15.  We are hoping to launch a 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Maths) competition next year and look 
forward to seeing what our students can achieve with a piece of technology like the micro:bit

Mr Thornewill, Miss Konig and Mrs Boussida

Stop Press – Pokemon Go

You may have seen on the news that there is a new game app 
called Pokemon Go. The game involves going out in to the real 
world to certain specific locations, once there a Pokemon will 
appear on the phone. Although only just released in the UK the 
game has caused problems in other countries and ThinkUKnow 
in Australia have issued the following guidance to parents and 
carers.

1. Depending on your child’s age, search for Pokémon with them, or ensure they have a friend with 
them at all times if you’re comfortable with them being outside without parental supervision. 
2. Make sure usernames don’t contain any identifying information. While there is no built-in chat 
feature, usernames will appear if you are in a ‘gym’. As you need to be physically near a gym to 
battle, it’s best those around you cannot identify you. 
3. Be cautious of ‘Pokestops’ and ‘lures’. A ‘lure’ is an item that can lure Pokémon to a location. 
Other people you don’t know can also attend the location to catch the Pokémon. 
4. Be aware that apps may also have access to your personal information and other applications on 
your phone, including your location and camera. 
5. There are in-app purchases, so don’t forget to chat to your children about the consequences of 
buying items through the app. 

Helpful hint: You can track your child’s activity on the app by clicking on the journal icon as it keeps 
a log of all activity. And remind your child you don’t have to walk to a Pokémon’s exact location to 
capture it. As long as it appears on the camera screen, you can capture it!



Moodle Experience for Parents

Over the past 12 months we have been listening to feedback from parents regarding their experience of Moodle. We are 
investigating and implementing the following changes to make the Moodle experience for Parents more user friendly.

We have started to roll out a new Parent-only layout that, once you have logged in, removes all the subject material for 
students and presents you with a dashboard to everything you might need from Moodle; such as access to the school 
database to view your child’s data and reports, an overview of homework being set electronically as well as guides on 
how to make the best use of Moodle as possible. This has also been designed so that if you are browsing on a mobile 
phone, the layout will reconfigure to make the same information accessible to you. 

If you haven’t been moved to the new experience yet and wish to try it before it is added to your account, please log 
into Moodle and click the Parent link at the top of the page.

In the coming months we will be working with our Moodle partner Webanywhere on two additional features;
• The first is to enable it so parent users are able to recover passwords without the need to email the support 
contact (moodleparents@ivanhoe.co.uk). To ensure this is working properly, we will need to have your e-mail address 
on record in the school database. If you have updated your details or haven’t submitted them before, please do so to 
take advantage of this update. 
• The second update addresses download issues from Moodle. Documents currently download in a format valid 
for Microsoft Word which has not always displayed the information correctly. We are proud to announce that in the 
coming months we are looking to publish all future reports as PDF documents which will open on any device. We will 
also convert old reports, however the formatting on these will look different, but all the key data is still present. 

We would like to thank parents for their invaluable feedback and look forward to receiving more feedback via the 
parent Moodle support email address (moodleparents@ivanhoe.co.uk).

Russell Thornewill – Subject Leader for Computing
Craig Wardle – Network Manager

Activity Day - 12th July
Not all students decided to go out for trips on Activity Day, and so we were pleased to offer a range of 
fun activities at school for the students to get involved with. These included; multi sports, archery, ICT, 
drama,cooking and crafts. Here are just a few photos of some of the cooking and crafts created by the 
students.



Autumn Term Dates 2016/17
Students return to school - Tuesday 30th August
Break up for Half Term -Thursday 13th October
Return After Half Term -Monday 24th October
End of Autumn Term - Friday 16th December

A massive thank you and 
congratulations to all those 
Year 9 students who have 
contributed to extra-curricular 
Drama/Performing Arts during 
their time at Ivanhoe. You are 
all stars!'
Miss Howe

A sad farewell and huge Good Luck to all of the year 9 students who have performed in the 
concerts over the past three years and have helped to make them such a success.
 
Thank you for all of your hard work and support for everything we organise in the music department.  
Without your enthusiasm and involvement in the clubs they would not run.
 
It has been a great year in the music department with the lots of great work being done in and 
out of lessons. There has been brilliant performances in school, at the Moira Canal festival and 
in Beauty and the Beast. 
 
GCSE style work this year has given current year 9s a taste of life next year and given them 
confidence and belief that they are as good as we tell them!!
 
Good Luck to all of you in your musical futures!
Keep playing and progressing as well as you have done over the past three years!! 
And we look forward to welcoming you back next year!

Mr Cubitt and Ms Poole

Good luck to all of the Year 9's 
leaving us. Please let us know 
of any sporting successes you 
have in the future, we would 
love to know. Stay HEALTHY, 
keep ACTIVE and be HAPPY. 

Mr Perkins and all of the PE 
Dept

Farewell to the Year 9’s.

All the Science department would like to say to 
say:

Good Luck for the future Year 9 and I will end on a 
famous Mrs Boussida joke. 

I tried to tell my Year class a chemistry joke today. 

Well done to all students in Year 9 for their achievements over the last three years. When 
you started at Ivanhoe I asked you to try your hardest on your own ‘Journey to excellence’. 
We have just been analysing the overall subject results for Year 9 and it is clear that you are 
an extremely high achieving year group across the board.

In all areas of Ivanhoe life, you have contributed to improvements. More of you have 
worked harder, achieved better, participated more and shown positive attitudes throughout 
the year. You have grown and developed and learned how to show maturity and leadership.

You are not moving far, but we wish you every success in the next stage of your education 
and look forward to hearing about your achievements from Ashby School over the next few 
years. Good luck and keep working hard.

Mrs Blewitt and all the Ivanhoe staff

Congratulations to all of our Year 9 students on 
their 
amazing achievements over the last 3 years. Good 
luck for the future.
Mrs Johnson and The Zone Team.


