Newsletter
24th February 2017

New Government School Funding Formula
As parents, you may well be aware of the proposed changes to the way schools are
funded, as announced by the government last year (see link). This in turn has led to
many high-profile news articles about schools in some parts of the country needing to
make drastic cost savings in order to balance their budgets.
The leadership team at Ivanhoe College want to take this opportunity to reassure
everyone that this is not something that will be required at Ivanhoe, and we have
confidence in our robust budget plans for the next few years. Unfortunately, the main
reason we’re not impacted is because Leicestershire schools are already amongst the
lowest-funded in the country, and so it would appear that our budget is unlikely to
significantly change.

Featured in this
issue:
•
•
•
•
•

We are proud of what our extremely dedicated staff achieves with the money we are
allocated, and we are constantly looking to further increase the benefits to the school.

•
•

We are broadly supportive of the underlying principle behind the proposed funding
reforms, as this should result in a fairer distribution of funding throughout the country.
However, we remain concerned that the overall funding allocated to the education
system is not large enough to actually make a material difference to the young people
studying at Ivanhoe College.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The government’s funding proposals are in a consultation stage and we would
encourage you to respond and offer your views by following this link. There is a wealth
•
of information on the new funding formula available online - a sample of the different
•
views on this subject can be found at:
•
•
• https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-national-funding•
formula/
• http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN06702
•
• https://www.teachers.org.uk/news-events/press-releases-england/new-school-cutsinteractive-website
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The Ivanhoe Communication App
We are very excited to be able to announce the launch
of our new School App for mobile devices.
This app, we hope, will revolutionise the way we
communicate with parents and make it much easier for
our parents and carers to be able to contact the school,
gain up to date information about their child, as well
as keep updated on recent news and events all on your
phone or tablet.
The picture here will give you an idea of how the app
looks when you download it to your device.
Key benefits for parents include:
• Being able to sync term dates to your online calendar
• Being able to make direct contact with school through the app, including
reporting absences or messaging departments.
• Receive and store all messages from school within the app rather than on
your phone.
• Being able to keep up to date with your child’s attendance, achievements
and behaviour points.
• Being able to use the app as a portal to Wisepay and Moodle.
• Being able to complete and submit forms such as school trip consent forms
through the app.
• Be able to receive your child’s school report through the app.
• Being able to read the latest school news directly through the app.
We are still in the process of updating and customising some of the features of the
app in the next couple of weeks, but in the meantime we would like to encourage
as many parents as possible to download the app and register to receive your
child’s or children’s details.
If you do not have access to a mobile device or have not downloaded the app, you will still continue to receive
messages from school in the form of text messages and emails.
We hope that you will agree that the investment the school has made in this technology will be of great benefit, but
if you would like to learn more about it before you download it you can watch a short video by clicking here.

To download the app go to your device app store and search for My Ed.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.
You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be automatically
cross checked with our in-school system. This is intended to safeguard the information of
your child to ensure only approved contacts can receive the data.
We will be promoting the app over the coming weeks to ensure as many people as possible download it. We will
keep you updated as new features are added.

‘Until it’s Gone’ - Homelessness Theatre Production.
“It’s changed the way I think about homeless people because you don’t know what they’ve been through to be
homeless”: Year 9 response to hard-hitting play about homelessness and its related causes and consequences

This term, our Year 9 students have been exploring their futures and how decisions they make today can
affect them in the short- and longer-term. We were lucky enough to have the ZEST theatre company come in
and perform “Until It’s Gone”; a play that is centred on homelessness and the issues that are linked to it. The
production does not shy away from some of the hard-hitting issues facing young people in Britain today, and it is
all based on true stories from young people whose lives have been affected by homelessness - whether directly
or indirectly.
The play follows Craig, a student whose choices of actions and words towards his friends and loved ones sees his
life spiral into a tangle of homelessness, parenthood, crime and drug abuse. The play explores the importance
of communication in all of this. Our students particularly enjoyed the debrief after the play, in which the cast
performed a ‘Jeremy Kyle Show’-style exploration of the wider themes of the play a few months down the line
from where we left them at the end of the play. During this, Craig and his ex-girlfriend were encouraged to
discuss: how Craig had ended up as a one of the estimated 150,000 young people who are currently, or at risk
of becoming, homeless in Britain; what support he has accessed; how he plans to overcome some of his issues
going forward.
To see the trailer for the production, please visit this link: https://zesttheatre.com/until-its-gone/
Here is just a small selection of comments from a diverse range of our students about how this play affected
them and their attitudes towards the issues raised:

Thoughts on homelessness
Homelessness “can happen to anyone, any time” and “isn’t just about living on the street”
Some said they were now more aware of what they could do to prevent themselves “getting into those
situations” and one added, “I want to respect what I’m given more because homeless people have very little”.

Thoughts on relationships
“After watching it I want to try and have positive relationships with adults: especially those I live with” and to
“resolve arguments with people I live and go to school with by talking about it, rather than walking away”.
“It made me think I should be nicer to people” and “to be careful who I hang around with”

Thoughts on drugs and crime
“Not all homeless people are drug addicts” and that becoming involved in drugs, whether homeless or not, can
result in a “damaging” criminal record
For more information on any of the issues raised, there are a variety of sources of help available. Our school
website has a page, The Directory, on which you and your family can find links to various charities and services
available locally and nationally. Click here to access it
In addition, the ZEST website has links to some of the charities and organisations mentioned in the play and the
discussion afterwards.

For specific safeguarding concerns relating to any of our students, please do not hesitate to contact Mr
G. Bellmore to discuss further.
As always, we appreciate your support as parents and guardians in promoting the physical and emotional
development and well-being of our students. We were very proud of our students for showing such maturity during
the performance, and in the follow-up work we have been doing with them in class.
Miss Catie Hayward, Subject Leader of Lifeskills

World Book Day Celebrations
at Ivanhoe
On Thursday 2nd March we will be encouraging students to come
dressed as their favourite book character. Prizes will be awarded
at lunch time for the best costumes. Students not dressing up
should come in School Uniform.
We will also be running our successful book themed bake off
event on Wednesday 1st, where students enter a book based
cake into our lunchtime competition.
The standard for both competitions is usually very high and we
can’t wait to share some photos with you in the next newsletter.

Year 9 Belgian Battlefield Trip

Earlier this month, we once again had the honour of taking a group of Year 9 students to the Ypres area of Belgium.
This trip runs every year and is an opportunity to make our Year 9 WW1 History curriculum come alive. We visited
various places of historical significance, memorials, cemeteries, museums and trench systems. We also took part in the
Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate, where we laid a bespoke wreath made by the students.
This year’s group was impressively engaged and empathetic throughout the trip. We have always managed to find
students’ relatives names on the Menin Gate, but this year we were able to visit the actual grave of a student’s Great
Great Uncle. She was able to lay a personal, family tribute. It was a very emotional experience and many of us had
something in our eye!
Our students said:
“This trip has been life-changing.”
“In the classroom it’s sometimes difficult to imagine events as
real, but here history really hits you.”
Mrs Wild and Mrs Johnson

Ivanhoe Welcomes Google Expeditions

On Monday 6th February Ivanhoe College students had an amazing opportunity.
Google Expeditions Pioneer Programme is a new app based product that allows teachers to take their classes on
virtual field trips, immersing students in experiences that bring abstract concepts to life and giving students a
deeper understanding of the world beyond the classroom. The Wildlife Conservation Society, PBS, the American
Museum of Natural History, the Planetary Society, and the Palace of Versailles contributed to developing the
curriculum for students. These trips are collections of virtual reality panoramas — 360° photo spheres, 3D images
and video, ambient sounds — annotated with details, points of interest, and questions that make them easy
to integrate into curriculum already used in schools. While nothing replaces hopping on the bus for a field trip,
Expeditions provide an unparalleled opportunity for supplemental learning.
Students use a Google Cardboard, which is a virtual reality viewer made almost entirely of actual cardboard, to
immerse themselves in the experience. Cardboard allows
anyone with a modern smartphone to experience virtual
reality.
A Google associate was at school all day, training the Ivanhoe
staff in the morning and assisting the delivery of the sessions
for students throughout the day. They brought with them
60 phones, 60 Google Cardboards and 2 tablets to run the
Expeditions from. Teachers use the tablet to guide what the
students can see through their viewers, as well as providing
facts about what they can see.
Our students took part in a number of sessions that included a
virtual trip around Google Head Office, as far away as Quebec
and the Taj Mahal, as well as exploring under the sea, in space
and an exhilarating trip around the human respiratory system.
The students could not believe the eye-watering realism of
the views that allowed them to immerse themselves in the
sessions led by their teachers.
Year 9 student Lottie was very impressed, “This is so cool!”, she
said, “I’m definitely going to download this at home!”
Isobel from Year 8 said, “I liked visiting Brazil, it was great flying
over the sea. It was bit scary though as it was so real”

Sekou from Year 7 said, “The graphics were much better
than I thought they’d be, the 3d effects were really good.”
Subject Leader for Computing Mr Thornewill said, ”This is
such an exciting new opportunity for schools, and we are
very proud to have been selected as one of the first schools
to experience it. The level of excitement & engagement
from both our staff and students shows this technology has
the potential to greatly add to the already fantastic, learning
that takes place here at Ivanhoe.”
Principal Anne-Marie Blewitt said, “Our students really
enjoyed the experience of the virtual expeditions across
the world. This technology opened up the world and
encouraged students to be curious, explore different
places and even to swim with sharks. An exciting learning
experience which we hope to build on and develop further in the future.”
You can see more photos and a video from the day on our youtube channel.

Cross Country Champions

BMX Champ

Congratulations to Year 7 Lucy Morrison, Isabel Edwards,
Rosie Harrison and Georgia Hamson from our Cross
Country Team; who won the County Championships at
a recent event. Well done girls.

Here is Year 8 Student Tyler Wheatcroft showing some
of his recent medals and trophies. Tyler travels around
the country competing in BMX events, and already is
riding in the age above classification. Keep it up Tyler.

Congratulations to our YR 9 Girls Cricket team who have just won the Spirit of the Games trophy (Fair play &
sportsmanship award) at a recent tournament.

Don’t forget to encourage your child to share their out of school achievements with
us. They too may feature in one of our newsletters, or earn a ‘Brick’ on our wall of
achievement displayed in school.

Another amazing Ivanhoe Charity total of over
£1200 raised with the non uniform day and a
raffle.
A big thank you to all the students and parents who
contributed to this total and an extra big thank you to
Mrs Shepherd, one of our classroom support staff who
did a fabulous job of coordinating the raffle.

The Ivanhoe Knights Engagement Award
The Ivanhoe Knights Engagement Award is our version of the Duke of Edinburgh Award. Every
one will begin on the Bronze Award and complete set tasks and challenges to gain their
award. It is a great opportunity and is something you can continue with throughout Ivanhoe
and then progress to the Duke of Edinburgh award once at Ashby School.
For each award tasks are completed in Four Areas: Community, Skills, Expedition and Healthy Lifestyles. As you move
through Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards more tasks in each area need completing. As each student completes a task
they get that section ‘signed off’ by an adult involved such as a coach, leader, music teacher or member of staff.
Once a student has completed their award they can move on to the next one. Students also collect points for their
House Team, (Fire, Water, Earth and Air) once they complete each award. This is 5 points for Bronze, 10 for Silver
and 15 for Bronze.
Well done to the following students for achieving their awards:

Abigail Atherton
Hollie Bond
William Kennerly
Claudia Eviours
Holly Cowan
James Hall
Maddie Wright
Keira Pagett
Sophie Stafford
Roman Crichton
Jorja-Rose Lawson
Ella Cole

B ro n ze

A wa rd

Darci Hunt
Hannah Minness
Keira McGraw
Rachel Minness
Aaaron Leeson
Mia Rushforth
Katy Machin
Reece Siddles
Caitlin Bradley
Bethany Sidani

Gemma Lawther
Max Bradberry
Bodie Rea
Leyton Davies
Josh Sturgess-Tagell
Tallulah Heath
Francesca Vazzana
Charlotte Packington
Lily - Rose Hill
Macey Stone

Georgia Causon
Holly Pickfors

Poppy Lane
Keira McDermott

A particular well done to Joe Wilson and Katelyn Summers for gaining their Gold
Awards.
And to Lauren Smith and Amy Sargent for gaining their Silver Awards.

Science Detectives Challenge

On Friday the 27th January, fifteen of our Year 8 and 9 pupils became forensic detectives for an afternoon. They
are taking part in a competition organised by 3M and Loughborough University. The participating pupils visited
the University’s Crime Scene and Forensic Laboratory for four hours to investigate a crime scenario. Pupils had the
opportunity to put on gowns and gloves, carry out forensic observations, conducted basic sample analysis and
collected further samples and specimens for analysis at school.
The scenario was based on the aftermath of a road traffic collision. The three Ivanhoe teams have to work as a team
to establish the cause of the accident. During the visit, the first hour involved examination, collecting evidence and
taking photographs of the crime scene. Pupils then spent the rest of the time in the Forensic Laboratories, where
they took part in and observed spectroscopy and fingerprint analysis.
Pupils will now consider their evidence and will develop a short
crime scene report, lab analysis and poster, and present their
conclusion drawn from their investigations to a panel of University
judges, to help develop confidence and presentation skills.
Furthermore, all pupils participating will be entered for a British
Science Association CREST Bronze Award. Well done to all the
pupils for the excellent way they approached the task and good
luck in the competition.
Dr. Sialvi
Well done to all the students who took part.

Harry Hoult
Olivia Godsell
Shannon Hunt
Sophie Startsmore
Keira Pagett

Joe Wilson
Katherine Brooks
Leah Ibbs
Mhairi McGrath
Alice Hall

Millie Kenny
Jack Roe
Matthew Denman
Zara Platts
Amelia Bithell

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS
Cubase Composition Project

The Music Department have recently completed the first parent and student after school composition sessions. They
have been a huge success with parents either extending their current knowledge of Cubase or learning how to use
Cubase as a composition tool. Parents had the opportunity to compose a Rock song, a Dubstep track and then focus on
a genre of their choice for the final composition. Parents and students involved loved the experience and all said they
‘would recommend it to anyone’ and ‘whether you know lots or nothing about music it is a great experience’. Parents
and students involved enjoyed the chance to compose a song together or in competition with each other. The music
composed will soon be released through Ivanhoe Music Departments NIMBIT page. Please feel free to have a listen!
If you would like to take part sessions will be starting again after the Easter break on Monday 1st May running for a
half term. Session will also be running in the summer term. Please email Mr Cubitt for further information or to sign
up c.cubitt@ivanhoe.co.uk

NIMBIT -

The Music Department now have a page on NIMBIT, a website where we can release music composed
at Ivanhoe College. The page will be showcasing the best music created by; students during music curriculum lessons
and extra-curricular music clubs, music from students and parents attending the Cubase Composition Project, bands,
groups, soloists etc performances from curriculum lessons to school concerts. You can listen and download the music
for free, but please feel free to donate a small amount of money to the music department. Any money donated will
go towards improving the facilities for students to the wider community to use.
http://www.nimbitmusic.com/ivanhoecollege .

Concerts - Our next concert is the Liaison Concert featuring Ivanhoe Orchestra, Ashby Orchestra and Wind Band,
Ibstock Orchestra and four local primary schools on Friday March 31st at Ivanhoe College Main Hall. The concert
as always will be a special night showing the amazing musical talents we have in Ashby from Primary schools all the
way through to A-Level students. Tickets will be on sale nearer the occasion from Mr Cubitt or directly from Ashby
School.

FAME - Rehearsals are currently going really well and it is shaping up to be a great show coming to you the

first week back after the Easter Break. Performances will be on Thursday 27th (afternoon matinee and evening
performance) and Friday 28th April (evening performance). Tickets will be available nearer the occasion. We are
currently in need of headset microphones to use in the performance. If you have any yourself we could borrow or
know somewhere we can hire from with competitive prices please let us know.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE INCLUDING HOLIDAYS
New government guidelines, which came into effect on 1st September 2013, prevent Head
Teachers from granting any leave of absence during term time, unless there are exceptional
circumstances. For example, a leave of absence for a family holiday does not fall under the
category of ‘exceptional circumstances’ and as such would be recorded as unauthorised.

Is a term time holiday really worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance
of gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English,
If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of
gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English.
Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 including Maths and English will, on average,
earn at least 20% less than those that do throughout their lifetime.

Long Service Recognition
Ms Wright is being recognised for her long service
both for Leicestershire County Council and
Ivanhoe College, having served 29 years for the
County, of which 27 have been at Ivanhoe.
Ms Wright works as a Senior Science Technician,
helping the smooth running of the Science
Department by managing the resources needed
to help the students conduct their experiments,
amongst other things.
Thank you Ms Wright for your dedication.

Ivanhoe Term Dates - Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school.
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you.

Events Calendar
Date

Event

1st March
2nd March
3rd March
7th-10th March
8th March
14th March
21st March
24th March
31st March
5th April
7th -15th April
7th April
24th April
27th April
28th April

World Book Day - Book Bake Off Competition
World Book Day - Dress up as a character
Enrichment Day 5
YR 9 Plas Gwynant Outdoor Pursuits Trip
YR7 ASH Parent’s Evening
YR9 Booster Vaccination for Meningitis
YR7 ELM Parent’s Evening
Red Nose Day - £1 non uniform day
Liaison Concert-Details to Follow
Enrichment Day 6
YR 8 & 9 Ski Trip
Last Day of Spring Term (Easter Break)
First Day of Summer Term
Performing Arts Production - Fame
Performing Arts Production - Fame

Sports Fixtures
Date

Sport

Year Group

Tues 28th Feb
Tues 28th Feb
Tues 28th Feb
Weds 1st Mar

Swimming Gala
Boys Rugby
Girls Hockey
Sportshall Athletics
Boys Rugby
Girls Football
Sportshall Athletics
Boys Rugby
Girls Football
Boys Rugby
Girls Football
Handball
Boys Rugby

KS3
9
U15
8
7,8
KS3
9
7,8,9
KS3
8,9
KS3
KS3
8,9

Thurs 2nd Mar
Weds 8th Mar
Thurs 9th Mar
Thurs 16th Mar
Thurs 23rd Mar
Weds 29th Mar

H o m e /
Away

Opposition

Away
Away
Away
Away

Mixed/ Ibstock
Ratcliffe College
Leicester Grammar
Mixed/ Castle Rock

Home

Castle Rock

Away

Mixed/ Castle Rock

Home

Brookvale

Home

South Charnwood

Away
Away

Mixed/ Newbridge
Hinckley Academy

