Newsletter
7th April 2017

We would like to wish all of our
students and families a happy
Easter break, fingers crossed we
continue to enjoy more of the
lovely Spring weather we have
had this week.

Featured in this
issue:

•

Uniform Reminder

•

Update on term
time holidays

•
Prior to returning for the Summer
term the Senior Leadership team would like to share a few thoughts and reminders
to ensure all students get the most out of the final 10 weeks of this school year.

Uniform Reminders

Ivanhoe Exam
Schedule

•

Revision Guide

•

Holocaust Centre
Trip

Thank you to parents for your continued support for our uniform policy which
helps all our students to look smart and feel a sense of belonging at Ivanhoe. Our •
expectations have again been made clear to students that all aspects of our uniform
•
policy must remain fully in place throughout the year.
Depending on the temperatures during the Summer Term we will make a decision
about when sweatshirts become optional and communicate this clearly to parents •
and students. This is likely to be around half term in May and until then we expect
all students to wear their sweatshirts as usual around school in the corridors and
•
assemblies. Please ensure that your child has their sweatshirt with them every day.
A reminder also that skirts must be knee length, socks must be black and hoodies, •
apart from Ivanhoe hoodies, should not be worn.
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•
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Attendance and term time holidays - Update following Supreme Court ruling
Yesterday the Supreme Court The judges ruled that the interpretation of “regular” attendance should be decided by the
school. The decision makes clear that parents in England can be fined if their children miss school without the agreement
of the head teacher, except for reasons such as illness or family bereavement. We welcome the fact that the situation
has now been clarified for schools and parents and that the Prime Minister has said, “It’s right that the individual head
teacher has that flexibility to make that decision.”
Our policy on attendance has been in place for some time, although the national court case has made the situation less
clear for parents and during the last year there was some doubt about whether the eventual ruling would uphold this kind
of policy. Our policy is consistent with other primary and secondary schools in the local area.
During the last year we have seen a worrying dip in our attendance figure overall at Ivanhoe and we have also seen an
increase in requests for holiday absence from Ivanhoe because students ‘won’t be able to miss time in the GCSE years’.
I want to remind all parents that the programmes of study in all subjects throughout Years 7, 8 and 9 at Ivanhoe are
planned as part of an 11-16 curriculum together with Ashby School and GCSE work is introduced from Year 7. There are
no ‘less important’ years or periods of time in school which can be missed without having an impact on learning and
potentially on GCSE outcomes. We regularly put information about this in our newsletters.
The full attendance policy is here on our website, and this is the relevant section:

9. Term time leave

9.1. At Ivanhoe College, our aim is to prepare students for their future lives and careers. With this in mind, we require
parents/carers to observe the school holidays as prescribed.
9.2. Following the September 2013 amendment to The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006,
headteachers no longer have the discretion to authorise holidays during term time.
9.3. Leave during term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances, for example bereavement or serious
illness.
9.4. Any requests for leave during term time will be considered on an individual basis and the student’s previous attendance
record will be taken into account.
9.5. Requests for leave will usually not be granted in the following circumstances:
• During year seven when a student is settling into the school.
• Immediately before and during assessment periods.
• When a student’s attendance record shows any unauthorised absence.
• Where a student’s authorised absence record is already above 10 per cent (10%) for any reason.
9.6. If term time leave is not granted, taking a student out of school will be recorded as an unauthorised absence and may
attract sanctions such as a Penalty Notice.

Is a term time holiday really worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance of gaining 5 GCSEs
at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English,
If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of gaining 5 GCSEs at
grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English.
Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 including Maths and English will, on average, earn at least 20%
less than those that do throughout their lifetime.

Ivanhoe Summer Exam Schedule

As part of their studies into World War II, Year 9 students went on a visit to The
National Holocaust Centre and Museum in Newark. The National Holocaust Centre
and Museum promotes an understanding of the roots of discrimination and
prejudice, and the development of ethical values, leading to a greater understanding
within society. It promotes respect for human rights, equal opportunities and good
citizenship, which has greater resonance than ever in our culturally diverse society.
At the centre the students got to visit some of the permanent exhibits about the
Holocaust in the museum as well as spending time in the Memorial Garden. In the
garden there is a memorial in progress to all the young people and children who
died during the Holocaust. The students were invited to place a stone on the pile in
tribute to one of the 1.5 million individual children who died.
In addition the students got to listen to first hand accounts of the atrocities from a
Holocaust survivor, Henry.

The students were affected by what they learnt on the day, here are some thoughts in the students own words:
“Going to the centre made me feel thankful for what I have. It has taught me that there wasn’t just Jews that got
killed, but other minorities. It has opened my eyes to the choices people made during the Holocaust and how they will
affect the future.”
“It made me sad to know that lots of people could have been saved if other people had helped them. It scares me to
see people making the same mistakes today.”
“It was an extraordinary event, but Henry, the speaker, told us a story that I will remember for a lifetime and the
information will always stick with me.”
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Ivanhoe College Presents

Thursday 27th and Friday 28th April
7.00-9.30pm
Tickets: Adults £4, Concessions: £3.
On sale from Monday 3rd April from School Reception or Music Dept.

Individual Student Music Production Lessons

We will now be offering the chance for students to study Music Production Grades 1-8 (in
the same way that you can gain grades with a traditional musical instrument) As with other
musical grades, by the time pupils reach grade 6 it can be worth the equivalent in UCAS
points as an A* at A level.
Lessons will take place during the school day, students will be expected to catch up with any
subject work missed.
Music production lessons give students exposure to a broad range of genres, technology, and musical techniques.
Lessons cover composition, music theory, sequencing, sampling, recording, sound design, synthesis, mixing
techniques, DJ skills and much more.
Students will have the opportunity to use a mix of software and hardware sequencers, digital audio workstations,
drum machines, synthesizers, and samplers. South East Creative Arts offer the option to work with a variety of
software packages so as to cover as much ground as possible and tailor delivery to students ability.
There will be 10 (individual) lessons per term at a cost of £150.
For more information please click here.

Arts Award Discover

Arts Award Discover is the introductory Arts award open to children and young people
aged up to 25. To achieve Discover students discover the arts around them, find
out about artists and their work and share their experiences with others, gaining a
certificate at the end. This award provides a great introduction to the arts and to other
Arts Award levels.
Our first group of students have now gained the award. They have been working
on the project for 6 weeks after school from 3.30pm-5.30pm. Each student took
part in various art sessions led by ‘Pedestrian’, a charity organisation who have sent
professionals in to work with the students. Sessions included Music, Glass painting, Art
pressing, Design, Jewellery making and more.
Some of the students who have completed Arts Award Discover are returning to the sessions after Easter to act as
peer mentors, to the next group to undetake the award. Next year we are hoping to appoint our first Performing
Arts Student Ambassadors, and the students who have completed this award will be considered for the role.
If your child received a letter regarding the sessions and is still interested in taking part please return the form
as soon as possible. If your child did not receive a letter but would like to get involved please email Mr Cubitt to
reserve a place. c.cubitt@ivanhoe.co.uk

Cubase Composition Project
The Music Department are still taking bookings for the next
parent and student after school composition sessions. They have
been a huge success with parents and students either extending
their current knowledge of Cubase or learning how to use Cubase
as a composition tool. Through the sessions you will have the
opportunity to compose a Rock song, a Dubstep track and then
focus on a genre of your choice for the final composition.
Parents and students involved in the sessions so far have loved
the experience and all said they ‘would recommend it to anyone’
and ‘whether you know lots or nothing about music it is a great
experience’.
The music composed is available through Ivanhoe Music
Departments NIMBIT page http://www.nimbitmusic.com/
ivanhoecollege. Please feel free to have a listen!
If you would like to take part in future sessions, they will be
starting again after the Easter break on Monday 8th May running
for a half term. Sessions will also be running in the summer
term. Please email Mr Cubitt for further information or to sign up
c.cubitt@ivanhoe.co.uk

NIMBIT
The Music Department now have a page on
NIMBIT, a website where we release music
composed at Ivanhoe College.
The page showcases the best music created
by students during music curriculum lessons
and extra-curricular music clubs. Music from
students and parents attending the Cubase
Composition Project. Bands, groups, soloists
etc performances from curriculum lessons to
school concerts. You can listen and download
the music for free, but please feel free to
donate a small amount of money to the music
department. Any money donated will go
towards improving the facilities for students
and the wider community to use.
http://www.nimbitmusic.com/ivanhoecollege
Follow the link to go straight to the page,
alternatively just search for NIMBIT and then
search for Ivanhoe College.

Ashby Liaison Concert

Thank you to all the family members who came to support the students at the Ashby Liaison concert. This
annual performance is so important as we all feel it helps keep the tradition of music alive in Ashby. As the
years go on, the children from the primaries, who sang so beautifully this year, will often progress to be the
musicians and singers at Ivanhoe and Ashby School, and even beyond.
This year’s theme was the Carnival of the Animals and we were treated to everything from Disney classics,
music from Cats, right through to dinosaurs from Jurassic Park and even the Shrimp Waltz. Well done to all
of the young people who took part. It is amazing how it all comes together so well, when they all only have
one day to practice as a complete ensemble.
Thank you also to all of the teachers from all of the schools involved; Ivanhoe College, Ashby School, Ashby
C of E School, Hilltop Primary School, Willesley Primary School and Woodcote Primary School.
You can see videos of the performances on the Ivanhoe Youtube channel: Ashby Liaison Concert Playlist

GROW CLUB

HELP MAKE THE SCHOOL GARDEN LOOK BEAUTIFUL

THURS 3.20-5PM - STARTING 27TH APRIL
SEE MR GENDERS FOR MORE DETAILS
THIS CLUB WILL REPLACE CERAMICS.

Rotary Young Artist Competition
Theme - Reflections

Highly Commended
Honey Beedle Above
Harriet Dowdy - Right.

The Rotary Club Young Artist competitions welcomes entries from young people at any of the local Schools. This Year
we did particularly well, with Ivanhoe students scooping the Top 3 prizes as well as 2 highly commended.
The theme this year was ‘reflections’, which students could interpret any way they wished. The standard of entries
this year was outstanding, and as you can see from just the entries above, the variety of subject matter was fantastic.
Well done to all pupils who entered the competition, we are all very proud of you and the hard work that you put in.
We hope to see some more of the amazing work form Ivanhoe students at the Ashby Arts festival in May.
Miss Vickers, Mrs. Steel and Mr. Genders

Parent Drop In
Weds 10th May 2017
8:30-9:30am
•
•
•

Want to chat to someone face to face about your child?
Want to share feedback but not sure who to send it to?
Want to know more about something but unsure who to ask?

Then come along to our parent drop in session on Weds 10th May 2017. Staff
will be available in the Coffee Bar from 8:30-9:30am to answer your questions/
chat about all things related to Ivanhoe. If we can’t answer it then and there; we’ll know someone who can!

No appointment necessary, just pop in at any time during that hour.
We look forward to seeing you.
Year 8 Survival Skills Trip
There will be a meeting for parents on Monday 24th
April
6.30pm in the School Hall.
Any problems please contact trip leader:
Mr Stevenson - a.stevenson@ivanhoe.co.uk

Charity Balloon Release

Congratulations to
Yr9 George White for
organising a successful
charity day for Alzheimers
Research Uk, raising

£1200.

Ivanhoe Term Dates - Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school.
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you.

Events Calendar
Date

Event

7th April
24th April
24th April
27th April
28th April
5th-8th May
8th May
9th May
10th May
11th May
15th May
19th-22nd May
26th May
5th June

Last Day of Spring Term (Easter Break)
First Day of Summer Term
YR8 Survival Skills Parent Meeting - 6.30pm
Performing Arts Production - Fame
Performing Arts Production - Fame
YR7 PGL Trip
YR8 Assessment Week 1 - Details to follow
YR9 HPV Vaccinations
Parent Drop In Session 8.30-9.30am
Enrichment Day 7
YR8 Assessment Week 2 - Details to follow
YR8 Survival Skills Trip
Break up for Half Term
Return to School

Sports Results
Date

Sport

Weds 1st March
Tues 2nd March
Tues 2nd March
Tues 7th March
Weds 8th March
Thurs 9th March
Thurs 9th March
Tues 14th March
Thurs 16th March
Thurs 16th March
Thurs 16th March

Sportshall Athletics
Boys Rugby
Girls Football
Boys Hockey
Sporthall Athletics
Boys Rugby
Girls Football
Boys Rugby
Boys Rugby
Girls Football
Girls Rugby

Weds 22nd March
Thurs 23rd March
Weds 29th March

Ye a r
Group

Opposition

Result

8
7,8
KS3
U15
9
7,8,9
KS3
7
8,9
KS3
7/8,9

Mixed
Castle Rock
Castle Rock
St Margarets
Mixed
Brookvale
Brookvale
Loughborough Grammar
South Charnwood
South Charnwood
Market Harborough

Girls-2nd, Boys-3rd
7- Lost, 8-Lost
Lost 3-0
3rd Place
2nd Place
Lost
Lost
4th Place
8- Won, 9 - Lost
Lost
7/8 N/A, 9 - Won

Boys Rugby

8,9

Market Bosworth

8 - Won, 9 - Won

Handball
Boys Rugby

KS3
8,9

Mixed
Hinckley Academy

1st PLace
8 - Lost, 9 - Lost

