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Leadership Changes at Ivanhoe for 2018-19
Dear Parents and Carers,

• Spelling Bee
• Maths Challenge

The governing board at Ivanhoe are relentlessly ambitious for the
continued success of our school and our students. We regularly review
our work and look to build on our successes and ensure that Ivanhoe
College is well placed for future developments.
For a number of years Ivanhoe College has built strong links with Ashby
School and Ibstock College with a view that these schools, together with
primary schools in the area, form a strong local partnership and plan to
work ever closer together in future.
Through this partnership, the Ivanhoe governing board have approved
a plan to appoint our Principal, Anne-Marie Blewitt to act as Executive
Head for both Ivanhoe College and Ibstock College for 2018-19. This
interim position has arisen due to the promotion of the Principal of
Ibstock Community College to a school in Nottingham, and at a time of
change for the schools in this area. This role, over-seeing both schools,
will ensure a consistent and strategic approach to further developments
that the governing boards at the local schools are exploring.
Mrs Blewitt will be working to review the leadership roles at
Ivanhoe for next academic year and will keep parents, students
and staff informed of new appointments and changes to some
leadership roles.
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The governors would like parents to feel reassured that due to the strong leadership structures in place
in both schools we are very confident that the executive headship role planned for 2018-19 will not only
lead to stronger outcomes for all students, but also strong educational systems in the Ashby and Ibstock
area.

Graham McKay - Chair of Governors
Dear Parents and Carers,
I am pleased to have been asked to take on this leadership role at such a time of change in our local schools.
I will work hard to ensure the best outcomes for all students, at both schools, and I am confident that with a
strong leadership team and governing board in place at both schools that this will be achievable .
With my step up to Executive Headteacher, this will give rise to interim promotional opportunity for a
member of our current leadership team; to cover as Head of School when I’m off site. As soon as decisions
have been made about this role staff, parents and students will be informed.
If you have any questions about the changes I would ask that you wait until these further announcements
have been made.
Thank you in advance for your support.
Anne-Marie Blewitt - Principal

Beyond Bullying Award
“ Congratulations to Ivanhoe College on successfully achieving the Beyond Bullying Silver Award this year. We
were interested to hear about the ‘Pro-Social’ scheme that has been introduced and look forward to hear how this
develops in your school over time.
The schools anti-bullying work showed a strong pupil voice via the
school council and the anti-bullying working group. We hope that you
will build on this in the future and consider developing a peer support
scheme so that when it is time to renew the award you will be able to
go for gold! “
Kind Regards
Sue Bosley
Anti-Bullying Strategy Manager
Safeguarding & Improvement Unit
Children & Family Services
Leicestershire County Council

END OF TERM REMINDER
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE LAST DAY OF TERM WILL BE
THURSDAY 12TH JULY 2018.

Year 7 PGL Trip
Our Year 7 students had a fun and energetic time on their trip to PGL
Caythorpe Court in Lincolnshire, taking part in a huge range of activities as
part of a year group bonding experience.
Moving to a new school is often one of the most challenging experiences in
a student’s life. By stepping outside their comfort zone, under the watchful
eyes of PGL trained instructors, our students discovered new strengths and
skills. They also developed confidence and trust within their year group to get
to know each other and their teachers, through working as a team and living
together away from home for a few days.
Students took part in varying activities, from kayaking to high ropes assault
courses to rifle shooting, in what turned out to be a wet, windy and muddy
weekend! But overall a very enjoyable trip!

Spelling Bee
On Friday May 4th, Mrs Longhurst and the English Department ran the first ever ‘Ivanhoe Spelling Bee’ as part of our
interhouse competitions. In the weeks prior to the competition a list of words, from which the competition words
would be randomly selected, were available on Moodle for any students who wanted to practice.
Over 20 students put themselves forward to take part, with prizes
awarded for the top speller from each year group. Needless to say
some of the students were very nervous about spelling out loud in
front of a group, but they over came their nerves to put on a great
performance.
Mrs Longhurst ran the competition in such a way that meant students
got to have a go at a few words before elimination rather than the
American style immediate elimination rounds, as such there was a
fantastic supportive amongst
the students taking part, and
from the audience.
Mr Bonsell added a comic element to the proceedings with his work in
dictionary corner, giving students definitions and sentences with words when
requested.
At the end of the competition a number of students asked
if we could do another one before the end
of the year, so this will definitely be a regular
fixture on the school calendar going forward.
A huge congratulations to the winners
on the day: Callum, Adam and Cameron.

Maths Challenge Award
In our last issue of the newsletter we shared new of a
number of Year 9 students who had been commended
for their performance in the Intermediate Mathematics
Challenge.
In addition to the we are so pleased to announce that for
the first time ever one of our students, Jack Thompson,
who was our best in school, was further recognised by
the UK Maths Trust. Congratulations to Jack for receiving
your certificate of Merit.

Student Council News
This month the student council met with Mrs Blewitt to discuss the proposed changes to
the school day for September. Consultation details have already been sent out to parents,
but the Senior Leadership team and the Governors think it is very important to her the
student voice on this matter. Each form student council member was given the task of
finding out the opinions of their tutor group, in the form of collecting questionnaires.
The questionnaires specifically ask students about what they do at different times of the lunch break,(beginning,
middle and end) as well as their thoughts on the changes, and whether they would be interested in more after school
clubs.
All of the results from parents, staff and students will be collated and presented to Governors after half term, who will
then make a final decision.
Second task of the day was finalising some extra fundraising activities for the Outdoor seating Appeal. The Thomas
Harley’s Charities Educational Grant have offered us £3,360 towards our appeal if we can match fund the same
amount. So far we raised achieved a fantastic £1,849 through; a non uniform day, raffle, cake sale, tombola, go fund
me page and kind donations from Ashfield Health care donation of £500 and £100 from Babyland (UK) Ltd (Babes 2
Tots).
On 24th and 25th May Student Council ran an ice-lolly stall, as well as holding another non uniform day towards the
total. The final push for funding will be on June 23rd at our Bag Pack Event. Please see flyer below for more info.
We are so proud of the commitment that the students have given to this appeal. By proposing the project themselves
they have taken real ownership of the fundraising. We hope to repeat this model in the future.

BAG PACK EVENT
SAT JUNE 23RD
9AM-4PM
TESCO ASHBY HAVE KINDLY AGREED TO LET OUR STUDENTS HOLD A BAG PACK AS A FUNDRAISER
FOR THE OUTDOOR SEATING AREA.
AFTER HALF TERM WE WILL BE ASKING STUDENTS TO VOLUNTEER FOR 2 HOUR SLOTS THROUGHOUT THE DAY.
STUDENTS WILL NEED TO BE DROPPED OFF AND COLLECTED BY PARENTS, SO PLEASE CAN YOU
DISCUSS WITH YOUR CHILD WHETHER THEY WILL BE ABLE TO HELP AND WHAT TIMES YOU ARE
AVAILABLE TO DROP THEM OFF?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Design Enrichment Day
Students in ceramics took inspiration
from British ceramic artist Anna
Barlow to create wild cupcakes made
of clay.
Mr Samuels has been introducing
our students to contemporary
British Artists that sell their work to
encourage our students to consider a
career in the arts.

Creating Batik designs based on
traditional techniques.

The design enrichment
day is an excellent
opportunity for students
to work in teams to solve
design based practical
challenges.

We are lucky to be able to offer students
the chance to use modern technology like
our laser cutting machine to transform
their computer based designs into 3D
items. Here students designed cut and
patterned MDF magnets.

P.E. Enrichment Day
Year 9’s took an opportunity to travel to Beaumanor Hall to undertake a number of outdoor activities designed to build
their resilience, problem solving and team work skills all in the fantastic surroundings of the Beaumanor grounds. The
bridge building was defintiely the most challenging activity as students worried about the outcome of ending up in
the stream if they weren’t successful, but great fun was had by all.

My Ed Update
We need your help!
Last year we invested in the MYEd Communication App to improve our two
way communication between parents and the school.
Feedback tells us that this has been a big success. In particular parents have
told us they are finding it easier to inform the school about absences, and
keep track of messages from the school which are stored in the app. Teachers
have found it really beneficial for sending out reports and trip consent forms.
Training is taking place so that teachers and departments can contact parents
individually about their child.
However, as the app has become embedded, and usage continues to grow,
this has highlighted a cost issue for the school.
When a parent receives a message through the app the school does not
pay for this message. However, if a parent does not have the app they will
automatically receive an SMS message, which costs the school 6p per text.

In the past year this has equated to costs of OVER £5,000.
We are still committed to using MYEd as the benefits are so great, but we need your help to
reduce this cost and to free up the money for other projects to benefit the students.

We believe a high portion of this cost can be saved if both parents or carers in
a family download and register for the app. The biggest cost for messaging is to
families where only one parent has got the app.

PLEASE CAN WE ASK ALL PARENTS
OF IVANHOE STUDENTS TO
DOWNLOAD MYEd ASAP?
Key benefits for parents include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Being able to sync term dates to your online
calendar
Being able to make direct contact with school
through the app, including reporting absences or IF YOU CHANGE YOUR CONTACT NUMBER PLEASE
LET THE SCHOOL KNOW SO WE CAN UPDATE OUR
messaging departments.
SYSTEM. THE MYED APP WILL NOT LINK WITH
Receive and store all messages from school
A STUDENT IF WE DO NOT HOLD A MATCHING
within the app rather than on your phone.
MOBILE NUMBER
Being able to keep up to date with your child’s
attendance, achievements and behaviour points.
Being able to use the app as a portal to Wisepay and Moodle.
Being able to complete and submit forms such as school trip consent forms through the app.
Be able to receive your child’s school report through the app.
Being able to read the latest school news directly through the app.

Is a term time holiday really
worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at
Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance of gaining 5
GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths
and English,

If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key
Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of gaining 5 GCSEs
at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and
English.
Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4
including Maths and English will, on average, earn at least
20% less than those that do throughout their lifetime.

Please be reminded that the
deadline for trip confirmations
is 8th June, as per the latest
MyEd Message.
Detals of in school activities
will follow after half term.

Ivanhoe Term Dates - Reminder

Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school.
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you.

Date

25th May
4th June
14th June
19th June
25th June
26th June
28th June
29th June
3rd July
4th July
4th-6th July
5th-6th July
10th July
11th July
12th July

EVENTS CALENDAR

Event

Half Term
Back to School
Summer Concert
Year 9 Awards Evening
Year 6 Welcome Evening
Year 6 Welcome Evening
Sports Day 1
Sports Day2
Sports Presentation Evening
International Day
Year 9 Induction at Ashby School
Year 6 Induction at Ivanhoe
Activities Day
Year 9 Dance
Last Day of Term

