Newsletter
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Consultation of proposed changes to timings
of the College Day
You will by now have received a MyEd message or email with details of a proposed
change to the structure of the college day with effect from the Autumn Term 2018.
At Ivanhoe we are continuously working to provide the best possible educational
experiences for our students. The proposal has come about from the strategic
review which SLT have been undertaking this year and we believe that a change
to a shorter lunchtime has the potential to have a strongly positive impact on the
culture of Ivanhoe.

What will be the benefits of making this change?

We are looking to achieve the following benefits:
•
Maintain adequate time for students and staff to eat lunch and have a
break
•
Maintain adequate time for lunchtime clubs and activities to take place
•
Reduction in unstructured time for students when large numbers of
students have eaten or attended activities and then have little to do (usually last
15 minutes of current lunch time)
•
Calmer and purposeful environment around the school for all during lunch
break, leading to a calmer and more productive start to afternoon lessons
We believe that there are positive educational benefits to be gained from this
change and that it will lead to continuing improvements in outcomes for our
students.
There is further information on our website which fully explains the proposed
new structure and the consultation process. You can access it by clicking here or
through the Ivanhoe Home Page.

Next stages of the consultation

We are consulting with staff, parents and students regarding these proposals and
we would welcome your views by email to consultation@ivanhoe.co.uk by the
consultation closing date of Monday 7th May 2018.
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Following the completion of the consultation, the final decision will be made by
the Full Governing Body later in the term.
If the proposal is approved by the Full Governing Body we expect to implement
these proposals for the start of the 2018-19 academic year.
We will keep you informed of the outcomes of the consultation as soon as possible.

School closed Mon
7th May

Dear Parents and Carers,
May we draw your attention to a new website launched by Leicestershire Police for young people and
their parents and carers. Launched on 23rd March it covers a number of topics like personal safety, crime
prevention and reporting. It will also incorporate resources such as ‘Thinkuknow’ and ‘Tales of the road’
to make the learning of key messages fun and interactive.

In recent issues of our newsletter we have shared some information about e-safety. We have now
received results from a Leicestershire wide survey conducted with Year 6 and Year 9 pupils. We wanted to
share just a few of the results with you in relation to Year 9’s.
• 52% of Young People (YP) say their parents do not keep an eye on their online activities.
• 35% of YP play 4-6 hours of computer games a day, 17% play over 6 hours. Of those playing over 6
hours 49% think they are addicted and 20% think they are maybe addicted to gaming.
• 42% of YP have experienced cyber issues covering a multitude of different things. 21% of YP have
been sent nasty or threatening direct messages via smartphone or email. 15% have had unwanted
contact from a stranger.
• 10% of young people have been asked to send indecent images of themselves and 8% have received
indecent images.
This is just a snippet of the results for the whole of Leicestershire, not just Ivanhoe. Reassuringly 91% of
students had received lessons on e-safety in the last year and 57% said that had made a difference to
how they used the internet.
At Ivanhoe we continue to be committed to promoting e-safety and personal safety to our young people.
Can we please ask again that you speak with your child again about their online activities and re-assure
them that they can speak to you or the school if they experience problems.
You can read our guide to keeping young
people safe online by clicking here
If you have any further concerns about your
child please contact us.
Mr G. Bellmore- Deputy Principal.

Ivanhoe Exam Weeks - What do you need to know?
Firstly your child has received an exam timetable. Have you seen it at
home? The timetables have also been sent to you via MyEd. Please
contact the office if you have not received this informations.
All year groups are having summative examinations this year.
The exam windows are:

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

4th-15th June
8th May- 18th May
14th May to 8th June

You can find the full timetable on our website by clicking here.

How have we supported your child in school?
In tutor learning time students will focus on revision skills ans how to create and manage a revision
timetable. In individual subject areas, teachers will prepare your child for their exams, some subjects have
provided revision guides which can be found on our school website. . In assemblies we will explore how
to cope with exam stress and how best to prepare. We also shared with students the following exam tips
which we know you will support your child at home.

Tip tips for Exam Success
Time management: Plan your revision time carefully –don’t leave it all to the last
minute. Some subject areas will require more revision than others. For example, in
Science you will need to revise key terminology and processes whereas in English - a
skills based curriculum – revision will be practising PEE paragraphs and remembering to
zoom in on key words.

Know your dates: Make sure you know when your tests are. Teachers will revise
with you and give you advice about how much revision to do, what you should revise
and many will give you special help sheets and prompts

Space to study: Make sure that you have somewhere you can revise quietly and

read through your notes. The ideal study space is light, airy, quiet, preferably with a
desk. Don’t worry if you haven’t got a space like this. Any table or flat surface will do.

Get organised: Have the right equipment to hand. Pen, sharp pencil and rubber plus

highlighters, calculator and ruler. Making sure that you have the correct equipment
both during your revision and in the exam will make all the difference

Post-it notes: Don’t try to learn everything as once. Break it down. Revise a short

section – test yourself – then move on. Be active in your revision – use post-it notes/
spider diagrams. For example, stick key vocabulary for French on post it notes around
your room so that you see them ALL the time.

Use your teachers: If you don’t understand something now. Don’t wait until
the day of the exam. Go and see your teacher and find out. Use all the resources
you have: internet, online text books, moodle, mymaths and your exercise books.

Take regular breaks: The ideal length to revise one topic is 25 to 45 minutes.

When your mind starts to wander, take a short break. You remember more at
the beginnings and the ends of sessions, so create more beginnings and ends by
stopping for a brief break.

Revision Music: Some students find listening to music helpful while they revise but

do turn off the television and your phone notifications. If you keep checking your phone,
you will waste more time than you realise.

Revise with someone: Some students find they revise well with friends and it

is a good idea to do this sometimes as a bit of variety and fun. BUT make sure that
you are in fact revising.

Using technology: Use your technology wisely. You can use your phone/ipod/

mp3 to record key vocabulary and play it back to yourself regularly.
You can set reminders/stop watch on your phone to tell you when to start revising
and when to stop for a break. You can research key ideas and terms using search
engines like google and recommended websites like BBC bitesize. Subject specific
websites are on the subject section of website.

Your wellbeing: Keep things in perspective. Remember your positive and growth

			

mindset. Give yourself healthy treats while your revise:
Take breaks to walk the dog
Listen to calming music
Treat yourself to one episode of favourite TV programme
Or ½ hour youtube viewing
Or ½ phone time

This is one of the images we
have been using with students.
Your child will explain that we
want students working in their
GROWTH ZONE, where amazing
things happen.

In addition some Year 9 students will sit exams in option subjects they’ve chosen, such as; Drama, Art
and Music. This will be in their individual timetable.

Activity Day 10th July
You will be receiving details via MyEd in regards
to the Year Group Trips for this year’s Activity Day.
Please can you let us know ASAP whether your
child will be taking part in their available trip or
plan to stay in school?
In school activities will includes; sports, drama,
cooking and craft options, amongst other things,
and students will be able to choose their
preference (numbers depending)

We will be running our very first Interhouse Spelling
Bee competition on Friday 4th May.
Please encourage your child to take part, to get points
for their House Team and also possibly win a prize.
If students want to practice before the event there
is a full list of competition words on Moodle in the
Student Hub in the Interhouse section.

Maths Challenge Winners

Congratulations to the following students who were recognised in the ‘Intermediate Mathematical Challenge’ run by
the UK Mathematics Trust. The competition is aimed at 13-16 year olds and aims to stimulate mathematical thinking
and enhance problem solving, over 250,000 students across the UK participated this year. The students have 60
minutes to answer 25 mathematical problems. High scorers are awarded certificates to recognise their success in
mathematics.
Our winners were:

Best in School and Gold Award - Jack
Thompson

Silver Award - Zara Platts, Christian Addison, Cian
Douglas, Edward Bennion and Harrison Dring.

Bronze Award - Sam McDermott, Andrew Molby, Phoebe
Dye, Gemma Lawther and Kiera Pagett

Year 9 Ski Trip Easter Holidays

“We arrived in Masella early Sunday morning after a full day of travel, we
were all a little tired, but the excitement soon set in when we realised we had
arrived to over one meter of fresh snow. Not only did we have an abundance
of snow - the sun was shining too, skiing conditions do not get better than
this.
The first morning was met with a few nerves. For many of the students this
was their first time skiing, however they put on their brave boots and off they
went. Within minutes they were skiing, well on one ski! By the end of the week
due to their perseverance these beginners had now become skiers! Gone
were the nervous smiles replaced with stories of how fast they had skied,
how steep the run was, who had or hadn’t fallen over and new tricks they
had learnt, they were
carving
up
the
mountain!
From day one our advanced skiers owned the
mountain. The progressed quickly throughout the
week, and were soon offering teachers tips.
Their daredevil nature saw them jumping in the ski park
and taking on black runs without a care in the world.
Our week of sun, snow and skiing flew by and before
we knew it we were waving goodbye to Masella, but we
were leaving with memories that will last a life time. The
bus journey home was a quiet one full of exhausted but
exhilarated skiers. “
Ms. Hull
You can see more photos from the trip by clicking here

Rotary Young Writer of the Year Competition
In March, a number of students took part in the RIBI Young Writer of the Year Competition.
They had to write a fiction or non-fiction piece centered around someone else’s point of view.
Huge congratulations to Caitlin Bradley (Year 8), Leah Massingham (Year 9) and Zara Platts (Year 9) who have successfully progressed to the next stage of the competition and been rewarded with £10 book tokens.
Well done also to Sravya Kunapaneni, Sara Jankowska, Daisy Hainsworth and Megan Foster for taking part in the
competition. It was felt that all the entries were of a very high standard and it was a difficult task to decide who
should progress to the next round.

Youth Football Success
Well done to Year 7 students; Callum
Giles, Joel Evans and Jenson Hill who
took part in ESF 2018, the UK’s biggest
youth football festival.
Their team Marlborough finished
runners up in the tournament,
unfortunately losing in a penalty shootout in the final. Their coach said, ‘The
boys were terrific, winning 8 straight
games without conceding a goal. They
drew 0-0 in the final and eventually lost
on penalties.’
Well done lads, and lets bring some
of those fantastic skills to the Ivanhoe
Team!!

Congratulations to all of our staff and
students who took part in the Ivanhoe
version of School of Rock. The actors and
musicians spent a number of months
pulling together the show, which featured
lots of challenging music form Andrew
Lloyd Webber and we think it’s safe to
say they brought the house down!!!
Thank you also to all the parents, family,
friends and staff who came along to
support our young people.

Whitby Trip
On Friday 15th March we took 67 of our year 8 students up to North Yorkshire for 3 days on our brand
new Whitby and Scarborough residential trip. Whilst the weather wasn’t quite what we’d hoped for on
Friday morning, spirits were high as we set off on what would be a fantastic weekend for all.
Our first stop was Scarborough and the SkyTrail high-ropes course. Students
and staff took it in turns to navigate their way through a wide variety of
obstacles spread across 2 levels; one of only a few courses like it in the country.
Whilst some students were up in the air, others were enjoying a more scenic
tour through Scarborough’s North Bay on the miniature railway. When the fog
allowed, students were treated to some fantastic views of the beach and out
to sea. Whilst we were in Scarborough, students also went on a walk along the
sea front and admired the colourful beach huts. Before the tide came in, one
group of students also managed to have a play on the beach and attempts at
skimming stones!
After this it was back on the coaches
for our short journey to our home
away from home for a few nights;
YHA Boggle Hole. After some expert
driving from our coach drivers Elton and Colin, down the very
narrow lane to Boggle Hole, we set off on the steep downhill
trek to the hostel. Students weren’t sure what to expect but
they did know that it was going to be tiring on the way back
up! The hostel did not disappoint; our own private beach, a
fantastic patio area and pirate theme added to the charm of
this magical location. Once students were settled in we went
for dinner – chicken or vegetable curry – followed by a team quiz, expertly led by Miss Holmes.

We started Saturday morning with a full cooked breakfast and then made our way back up the hill to the
coaches and headed to Whitby. Our first stop was the historic Whitby Abbey. Students spent some time
wandering around the grounds of this impressive former abbey and the setting for some of the scenes in
Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Students were then set a drawing or photo challenge: who could create the best
sketch/drawing or take the best photo of the abbey? We had some stunning entries from our creative
students!

After a quick picnic lunch at the abbey we made our way down
the 199 steps, around the bay and onto the beach. Students
had the freedom to paddle in the sea, play some beach games
or simply relax with friends. The weather stayed dry but we
certainly weren’t in danger of getting sunburnt! As the tide
came in we moved to a nearby arcade for an hour or so on the
games there. Students also had the time to buy some seaside
fish and chips or ice cream (or both in some cases!) and there
were lots of happy faces and full stomachs by the end. We
made our way back to the coach, stopping for a bit of souvenir
shopping on the way and returned to the hostel for a bit of time
on Boggle Hole beach and some free time. Burgers and chips followed by prize bingo on the patio were a
big hit that evening.
We woke up on Sunday to glorious sunshine and it was warm enough for some
of the group to sit outside for breakfast. Once we’d packed our cases, we began
the gruelling task of carrying them back up the hill to the coaches. Our final
attraction during our trip was Eden Camp; a British military and social history
museum set on the site of an old Italian prisoner of war camp. As students
made their way through the huts, they experienced the sights, sounds and
smells of life during wartime. Each of the huts has a particular focus, some of
which are: the Blitz, the U-Boat menace, women at war and Civil Defence. Eden
Camp also hosts an impressive collection of military vehicles and equipment
and many students were shocked by the sheer size of some of them.
As we returned to the coaches, ready to start our return journey, we had lots of exhausted students but
I’m confident that it was a weekend well spent. When we launched this trip we wanted to offer students a
real mix of culture and history, relaxation and fun and opportunities for bonding and teamwork and I hope
you agree that we achieved this.
Please pass on my thanks as well as those of all the staff team for the amazing behaviour, determination
and pro-social behaviour that all the students showed over the trip.
We’ve set up an email address for the trip: whitbytrip@ivanhoe.co.uk. We’d love for you to get in touch
with any feedback either you or your children may have as well as any photos they may have taken during
the trip that we could use to promote it next year! Thank you in advance for this.
Best wishes,
Mr A Stevenson Trip Leader

Some quotes from the students:

“The waves at Scarborough were amazing! It was great watching them crash against
the wall and soak everyone”
“The hostel was really cool; it was good having our own beach to use and explore”
“I loved the rock-pooling. I can’t believe how far the tide went and we could go right
out!”
“My favourite part was getting proper fish and chips and going in the arcade!”

My Ed Update
We need your help!
Last year we invested in the MYEd Communication App to improve our two
way communication between parents and the school.
Feedback tells us that this has been a big success. In particular parents have
told us they are finding it easier to inform the school about absences, and
keep track of messages from the school which are stored in the app. Teachers
have found it really beneficial for sending out reports and trip consent forms.
Training is taking place so that teachers and departments can contact parents
individually about their child.
However, as the app has become embedded, and usage continues to grow,
this has highlighted a cost issue for the school.
When a parent receives a message through the app the school does not
pay for this message. However, if a parent does not have the app they will
automatically receive an SMS message, which costs the school 6p per text.

In the past year this has equated to costs of OVER £5,000.
We are still committed to using MYEd as the benefits are so great, but we need your help to
reduce this cost and to free up the money for other projects to benefit the students.

We believe a high portion of this cost can be saved if both parents or carers in
a family download and register for the app. The biggest cost for messaging is to
families where only one parent has got the app.

PLEASE CAN WE ASK ALL PARENTS
OF IVANHOE STUDENTS TO
DOWNLOAD MYEd ASAP?
Key benefits for parents include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Being able to sync term dates to your online
calendar
Being able to make direct contact with school
through the app, including reporting absences or IF YOU CHANGE YOUR CONTACT NUMBER PLEASE
LET THE SCHOOL KNOW SO WE CAN UPDATE OUR
messaging departments.
SYSTEM. THE MYED APP WILL NOT LINK WITH
Receive and store all messages from school
A STUDENT IF WE DO NOT HOLD A MATCHING
within the app rather than on your phone.
MOBILE NUMBER
Being able to keep up to date with your child’s
attendance, achievements and behaviour points.
Being able to use the app as a portal to Wisepay and Moodle.
Being able to complete and submit forms such as school trip consent forms through the app.
Be able to receive your child’s school report through the app.
Being able to read the latest school news directly through the app.

Is a term time holiday really
worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at
Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance of gaining 5
GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths
and English,

If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key
Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of gaining 5 GCSEs
at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and
English.
Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4
including Maths and English will, on average, earn at least
20% less than those that do throughout their lifetime.

SPORTS FIXTURES
DATE

SPORT

YEAR

HOME/
AWAY

OPPOSITION

1st
May

Girls
Football

7,8/9

Home

South
Charnwood

1st
May

Boys
Rugby

7,8,8

Home

South
Charnwood

23rd
May

Area
Athletics

7,8/9

Away

Mixed at
Saffron Lane

5th
July

Rounders

7,8

Home

Mixed

Ivanhoe Term Dates - Reminder

Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school.
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you.

Events Calendar
Date

27th April
3rd May
7th May
8th May
18th May
25th May
4th June
14th June
19th June
25th June
26th June
28th June
28th June

Event

Year 7 PGL Trip
Enrichment Day 7
May Day Bank Holiday School Closed
Exams begin
Year 8 Survival Skills Trip
Half Term
Back to School
Summer Concert
Year 9 Awards Evening
Year 6 Welcome Evening
Year 6 Welcome Evening
Sports Day 1
Sports Day2

