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Dear Parents and Carers,

Despite the atrocious weather conditions; we have really pleased so far this 
half term with the students’ behaviour as well as the standards of uniform. 
Hopefully Spring will be just around the corner,but please look at our website 
if you have any concerns about whether school will be open due to weather, all 
closure details will be on there. 

Thank you to everyone who supported our S.T.E.A.M. Show and World Book 
Day activities, we are so lucky to have such an involved and supportive school 
community.

As you are all aware, the safety and well being of our students is at the heart 
of everything that we do at Ivanhoe. Please can we draw your attention to this 
information from Deputy Head Mr Bellmore who is our Safeguarding Lead at 
school. 

Concerns outside of school hours
  
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of our students. I am sure you will appreciate that there are 
limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the holidays.
We would therefore recommend that you….

•      Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the 
problems we have to deal with at the start of each term relate to anti-
social behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your 
child is being seriously abused online contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
•      Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware 
of as soon as possible so we can respond promptly and appropriately 
when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
respond to emails etc. out of school hours. 
•      Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue. 
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or 
make an online referral  via the following link 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/
community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child 
•      Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate 
danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-


Ivanhoe S.T.E.A.M. Show
On Thursday 22nd February Ivanhoe College hosted their second annual S.T.E.A.M. Show event; this year with 
sponsorship from Rolls Royce.

At the end of 2017 students were invited to submit proposals of projects they wanted to investigate under the 
categories of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths and working either in small teams or individually they 
went away to develop their projects and to work on a presentation 
for the Show. 

After setting up their stands in the morning the students involved 
hosted lots of our Year 7 classes and talked them through their work, 
or guided them to use their hands on activities. The youngest students 
in our school were enthralled at the projects with many expressing a 
desire to get involved in next year’s competition.  In the afternoon 
each team had 2 minutes to present their project to the panel of 
judges; to demonstrate to them their knowledge on the subject, the 
amount of original work they had put in and the findings of their 
research. Prizes were to be presented at the official evening event.

Ivanhoe College were pleased to welcome representatives from Rolls Royce, Triumph, 3M and Siemens as well 
as Governors, Parents and staff to the event. The evening was a real celebration of the students’ hard work and 
dedication. Visitors got a chance to browse all of the stands and speak to the students about their work. We had many 
comments about the students’ maturity;  that it was hard to believe that they were only ages 11-14 years old. 
Ros Smith from 3M said, “I attended the first S.T.E.A.M. Show last year, but this year is bigger and better!!! 
The quality of the students work is absolutely fantastic’.



At 6pm we gathered to discover who had won the awards,  Subject Leader for Computing, Mr Thornewill said, 
“It has been an almost impossible task to decide the winners of tonight’s awards, the standard has been 
so high. It’s been really pleasing to see students take a passion from a S.T.E.A.M. subject and really 
pursue it as their project. Their unrelenting enthusiasm is infectious, they are a great advocates for all 
the wonderful work done at Ivanhoe.”

The Best in Show Award, this year named, the ‘Rolls Royce Pioneering Award’,  was presented by Mark McIntosh and 
Amy Derbyshire from Rolls Royce. Mark said, “I’m honestly astounded at the quality of the projects we’ve 
seen tonight. I can see a direct synergy with the work some of the students are doing with computing, 
design and science, and what we’re doing at Rolls Royce. I can’t believe the depth of knowledge the 
students have, and the creativity and originality of their ideas is what we need, in the UK, from engineers 
in the future.”

As part of their sponsorship Amy announced to the students, and their families, that the winners of the awards were 
invited to come to Rolls Royce on a visit, as their guests, for a tour around the head office and a chance to meet 
some of their engineers and designers. The excitement in the room was immense!

The awards winners were as follows:

• 
• 

Computing Award – Alfie Ropson who created a working 
model of an in house security system he had developed 
and coded using Raspberry Pie.

Design Award – Hannah and Rachel Miness who 
investigated prosthetics through the ages and created 
their own working prototypes of hand prosthetics.



 

Science Award – Henry Freeman with a practical 
demonstration of the density of different liquids. 

Science Award - Zara Platts and Keira Pagett with their 
science of superheroes investigation and a computer 
coded quiz to determine which superhero you are most 
like. 

Self Manager Award – Leah Massingham who researched 
sports injuries and developed athletic  clothing with 
heated patches to aid recovery.

Creativity Award – Alice Hall and Ruby Webster with a 
sensitive and thought provoking research project into 
Depersonalization Disorder and Derealisation Disorder.

Team Work Award Kindly sponsored by Tesco Ashby – 
Sam Manning and James Gravett with a computer coding 
project



The Rolls Royce Pioneering Award for Best in Show was awarded to 
Year 8 student Daisy Hainsworth.

 She impressed the judges with an original design project for a product called the Hydro Buddy. Daisy had identified 
an need for dancers and athletes to be monitored and reminded to drink water during exercising and had built 
a computer coded prototype model of such a device to be worn on the wrist. In addition she had done further 
scientific research into the amounts of hydration needed for different exercises as well as based on the physical 
makeup such as BMI and the impact on hydration. Her presentation to the judges was confident and her informative 
display presented her work impeccably. 

Congratulations to all of the winners, and to all of the students who entered this year’s 
competition.

Subject Leader for Design, Ms Konig said, “I’ve been blown away by the quality of the work I’ve seen this 
evening - our young people have worked so hard on their projects and their passion and enthusiasm has 
just shone through.  They present their work with such confidence which makes me so proud to have 
been a part of the event.” and Stephanie Morton from Triumph  said, “It’s been a real pleasure to come 
to the S.T.E.A.M. show tonight, I’ve been really impressed. We’d love to work more with the school in 
the future.”

We would like to thank all of the visitors for their support of the event and our students; in 
particular to Rolls Royce and Tesco for their sponsorship. We look forward to welcoming you all 

again next year.



My Ed Update
We need your help!

Last year we invested in the MYEd Communication App to improve our two 
way communication between parents and the school. 

 Feedback tells us that this has been a big success. In particular parents have 
told us they are finding it easier to inform the school about absences, and 
keep track of messages from the school which are stored in the app. Teachers 
have found it really beneficial for sending out reports and trip consent forms.
Training is taking place so that teachers and departments can contact parents 
individually about their child. 

However, as the app has become embedded, and usage continues to grow, 
this has highlighted a cost issue for the school.

When a parent receives a message through the app the school does not 
pay for this message. However, if a parent does not have the app they will 

automatically receive an SMS message, which costs the school 6p per text. 

In the past year this has equated to costs of OVER £5,000. 

We are still committed to using MYEd as the benefits are so great, but we need your help to 
reduce this cost and to free up the money for other projects to benefit the students. 

We believe a high portion of this cost can be saved if both parents or carers in 
a family download and register for the app. The biggest cost for messaging is to 
families where only one parent has got the app.

PLEASE CAN WE ASK ALL PARENTS 
OF IVANHOE STUDENTS TO 
DOWNLOAD MYEd ASAP?

Key benefits for parents include:
• Being able to sync term dates to your online 

calendar
• Being able to make direct contact with school 

through the app, including reporting absences or 
messaging departments.

• Receive and store all messages from school 
within the app rather than on your phone. 

• Being able to keep up to date with your child’s 
attendance, achievements and behaviour points.

• Being able to use the app as a portal to Wisepay and Moodle.
• Being able to complete and submit forms such as school trip consent forms through the app.
• Be able to receive your child’s school report through the app.
• Being able to read the latest school news directly through the app.

IF YOU CHANGE YOUR CONTACT NUMBER PLEASE 
LET THE SCHOOL KNOW SO WE CAN UPDATE OUR 

SYSTEM. THE MYED APP WILL NOT LINK WITH 
A STUDENT IF WE DO NOT HOLD A MATCHING 

MOBILE NUMBER



Year 9 Belgium Battlefields Trip

 
At the beginning of February, we once again had the honour of taking some of our Year 9 students to the Ypres 
area of Belgium and the Somme in France. This trip runs every year and is an opportunity to make our Year 9 
WW1 History curriculum come alive. We visited various places of historical significance, memorials, cemeteries, 
museums and trench systems. We also took part in the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate, where we laid a 
bespoke wreath made by the students. As usual, this was a moving and emotional experience for all.

This year’s group were absolutely excellent and demonstrated a high level of engagement, reflection and empathy. 
We have always managed to find students’ 
relatives names on the Menin Gate, but this 
year we were also able to visit the actual 
grave of a student’s Great Great Grandfather. 

Our students said:
“A once in a lifetime opportunity.” Ruby 
Webster

“The Last Post ceremony was very moving 
and the cemeteries were a beautiful 
tribute to fallen soldiers.” Emma 
Beggan

“It made me realise what the 
impact of war was on everybody.” 
Josh Deacon.





Creative Writing Workshop
12 students from year 7 and 8 were chosen to take part in a Creative Writing Workshop on the 28th February.  
The aim was to give students more confidence in their writing and to enable them to develop their ideas 
around ‘Characterisation’ and ‘Plot’.  Students took part in 
three different tasks using various prompts to engage their 
imaginations.  They were given images, objects and various 
scenarios in order to entice their minds to produce pieces of 
writing.  

One student said “I really enjoyed this lesson as I 
experienced new things and words. I really thought that 
this will allow me to write more stories and do more 
writing.”   
 Another student said “It really helped me to expand my 
writing styles & techniques.”

World Book day 2018
Despite the freezing temperatures, students and staff still turned out in their costumes to celebrate World 
Book Day.
As part of the activities was ‘Drop Everything and Listen’, (DEAL) when a bell rung around the school and 
staff read to students, a fiction bingo inter-house competition is running for the whole of March and staff 
also promoted reading with signs on their doors letting students know what they are reading now. 

Our Bake Off Competition unfortunately had to be cancelled due to the bad weather and school closure. If 
your child has a picture of their effort please ask them to bring it into school for some house points to be 
added to their account.

Even at high school regular reading is such an important part of students’ learning. Did you 
know that a student who reads for 20 minutes just every school night will be reading for 
around 63 hours per school year. This will be equivalent to just under 2million words!!!!

This has a huge impact on learning and vocabulary. 

Please ask  your child, “What are you reading today?”



Student Council News
Fundraising Update

THANKS TO THE HARD WORK OF THE STUDENT COUNCIL THE 
CURRENT FUNDRAISING TOTAL FOR THE OUTDOOR LEARNING AREA 

STANDS AT AROUND £1200.THIS IS ENOUGH TO BUY 2 BENCH TABLES.

WE STILL NEED YOUR SUPPORT SO IF ANYONE IS ABLE TO DONATE, OR WANTS TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT THE STUDENT’S CAMPAIGN PLEASE GO TO OUR GO FUND ME PAGE

https://www.gofundme.com/ivanhoecollege-studentcouncil

ASHBY LIAISON CONCERT
fri MARCH 16TH 7-9PM

TICKETS AVAILABLE 
FROM MR CUBITT 

£4 FOR ADULTS £3 FOR 
CONCESSIONS



February Enrichment Day
In Art and Ceramics Year 7’s produced some fantastic work inspired by the English Folk Artist Mark Hearld. Mark 
predominantly produces prints works inspired by nature. In Art, students created bird prints using polystyrene 
tiles and layers of acrylic paint.

In Ceramics, working in small groups, students worked on smaller sections of a larger collaborative piece. The 
owl example is one created by the other half of the year. This time round they were creating a deer and a fox. We 
hope to display these around the school when they are all finished.

Another group of Year 7’s produced a fantastic set of animal inspired cupcakes using fondant icing.

Well done Year 7.



Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you. 

 

Date Event
6th March Plas Gwynant 
7th March Year 7 Ash Parent’s Evening

14th March Year 7 ELM Parent’s Evening
16th March Ashby Liaison Concert
21st March Enrichment Day 6
23rd March Sports Relief Charity Day
23rd March Ski Trip
23rd March Break Up for Easter Holiday
24th March Ski Trip Departs

6th April Back to School
19th April School of Rock Production
20th April School of Rock Production
25th April HPV Vaccines Year 8 

E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r

Is a term time holiday really 
worth it?

If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at 
Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance of gaining 5 
GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths 
and English,

If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key 
Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of gaining 5 GCSEs 
at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and 
English.

Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 
including Maths and English will, on average, earn at least 
20% less than those that do throughout their lifetime. 

DATE SPORT YEAR HOME/
AWAY

OPPOSITION

8TH 
MAR

BOYS 
RUGBY

7 AWAY L’BOROUGH 
GRAMMAR

8TH 
MAR

BOYS
RUGBY

7, 8/9 HOME IBSTOCK

8TH 
MAR

GIRLS 
FOOTBALL

7, 8/9 HOME IBSTOCK

14TH 
MAR

GIRLS 
FOOTBALL

7,8/9 HOME NEWBRIDGE

14TH 
MAR

BOYS 
RUGBY

7,8/9 HOME NEWBRIDGE

15TH 
MAR

HOCKEY 9 HOME MIXED - TEAM 
LEICES FINAL

SPORTS FIXTURES


