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Change to timings in the school day for
Autumn Term 2018
The Full Governing Board has now approved the change proposed in
the consultation for the start of the autumn term 2018 and we are
planning accordingly for the start of next year.
The changes are shown below, which means a shortening of the
current lunch break from 60 minutes to 45 minutes and an end to the
school day which is 15 minutes earlier.
Current Structure:				
8.45-9.00

New Structure:

9.00-10.00

Registration/
Assembly
Lesson 1

9.00-10.00

Registration/
Assembly
Lesson 1

10.00-11.00

Lesson 2

10.00-11.00

Lesson 2

11.00-11.20

Break

11.00-11.20

Break

11.20-12.20

Lesson 3

11.20-12.20

Lesson 3

12.20-1.20

Lesson 4

12.20-1.20

Lesson 4

1.20-2.20

Lunch

1.20-2.05

Lunch

2.20-3.20

Lesson 5

2.05-3.05

Lesson 5

Continue for further
information.........

8.45-9.00
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We are looking to achieve the following benefits:
•
Maintain adequate time for students and staff to eat lunch and have a break
•
Maintain adequate time for lunchtime clubs and activities to take place
•
Reduction in unstructured time for students when large numbers of students have eaten or 		
attended activities and then have little to do (usually last 15 minutes of current lunch time)
•
Calmer and purposeful environment around the school for all during lunch break, leading to a 		
calmer start to afternoon lessons

FAQs: Consultation on changing the structure of the Ivanhoe College Day from
Autumn Term 2018

We believe that there are positive educational benefits to be gained from this change and that it will lead
to continuing improvements in outcomes for our students.
Why are you making the school day shorter?
•
We want to change the length of the lunch break.
Teaching and learning time will not be reduced.
•
We do not need as much time for lunch and we
want to reduce the unstructured time for students. We are
unusual compared with most secondary schools who have a
much shorter lunch break including our most local partner
secondary schools Ashby School and Ibstock Community
College.
How will this impact on the buses as Ashby School finishes at a similar time?
•
We have received confirmation from LA School Transport that from August 2018 buses will be 		
timetabled to pick students up from Ivanhoe at the new time of 3.05pm.
How will you ensure that all students have time to buy and eat lunch?
•
Currently serving of hot food and sandwiches at lunchtime is complete within the suggested time
frame. We will ensure, as we currently do, that all students are able to buy and eat lunch.
How will staff be affected by this change?
•
We anticipate minimal changes to staff duties and working hours and any changes will be 		
negotiated with the relevant staff groups.
Does this mean that there won't be as many clubs and extra-curricular
activities for students?
•
Many lunch clubs run for about 30 mins and so we anticipate 		
		
that there will be few changes
•
With an earlier finish time it may be possible for more clubs to
		
run after school
•
We will work with staff to resolve any issues which arise from the
		
changed timings for lunch
When will the new times of day come into effect?
The change is planned to start from the start of the new academic year,
29th August 2018.

Summary of consultation responses
Number of reponses received: 27
(approx. 2.5% of stakeholder group consulted)
Number of Parent Responses

18

Number of Staff Responses

9

Number in favour of a shorter lunch
break
Number against a shorter lunch break

16
11

Anne-Marie Blewitt
15th June 2018

END OF TERM REMINDER
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE LAST DAY OF TERM WILL BE
THURSDAY 12TH JULY 2018. FINISH TIME 2.20PM

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am sure you
will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the holidays.
We would therefore recommend that you….
• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the start
of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your child is being
seriously abused online contact the police.
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can respond
promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to respond to
emails etc. out of school hours.
• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.
Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore
Deputy Principal

Year 8 Survival Trip

On Friday 18th May our staff took 86 students on what would be a gruelling but incredibly rewarding weekend to the
Oxfordshire woodlands for this year’s Survival Skills Residential.
In what was possibly the best weather we’ve ever had on this trip, we arrived at Base Camp and got stuck straight in to
coming up with a tribe name, flag and origin story. The tribes performed their stories to the camp in a fantastic display
of song, dance and chanting! Later that evening we huddled round the fire to eat spaghetti Bolognese; spirits high as we
sang songs and answered riddles.
The next few days would see the group learning about different
types of flora and fauna, using knives to carve our own tent pegs,
looking at different methods for starting a fire, constructing
different shelters and even some emergency first aid! We were
also given the opportunity to put these skills into practice and the
chance to see how much we had learnt. Over the weekend, a big
hit with the students was Predator: a game similar to hide and
seek where the students, as hunters, had to try and use the natural
environment to hide and make their way to the prey without
being spotted. As the trip progressed our students became more
and more acclimatised to the natural environment and although
we had a few instances of homesickness, the students survived
the weekend and came back stronger! One of our school foci for this year is resilience and this trip certainly offered lots
of opportunities to develop it! We had many challenges including working with new people, a freezing cold lake and
unfamiliar food but all of our students rose to the challenge.
One of my personal highlights was getting to see some of
the quieter students really getting stuck in and shining in
a wide variety of activities. We even had the Bushcraft Co.
staff offering a job in the future to one of our students!
To help develop our team working skills, we continued
the inter-tribe competition which we started last year
in the form of bug tokens. Over the weekend we gave
out over 400 miniature ladybird tokens for things such as
showing team spirit, initiative and resilience. Mr Mills was
last year’s winner and he was keen to stay the reigning
champion. The joint effort from “The Teletubbies”, Miss
Hayward and Mr Mills saw them claim victory! It was
extremely close at the end and everyone deserves big
congratulations.

I say it every year but one of my biggest hopes is that all of
our students take the woodland with them and that they keep
exploring the natural world around them. This continues to be
one of our larger residential trips and I’m glad that we can offer
this amazing opportunity to our young people. The students were
excellently behaved over the weekend and were commended for
their teamwork and listening skills by the Bushcraft Co. team.
It was an absolute delight to see all the students (and staff)
enjoying themselves so much, even if the lack of showers meant
we were a bit smelly! Every single one of the students have made
me extremely proud and I feel so very privileged to work with
such an amazing group of young people. The whole staff team
and I would like to say a huge Well Done for their adventurous
spirit, their kind and funny nature and their courage and resilience
that they all have in spades.
Mr A Stevenson

Quotes from some of the students:
•

“It was my first time camping and it was amazing. I loved
sleeping under the stars”

•

“I thought I would miss my phone but I was too busy and
didn’t notice”

•

“That lake was so cold even though it was sunny but it was so much fun jumping in with my friends”

•

“I can’t pick just one favourite part, I loved the whole thing.”

•

“The staff were all great; helping us to get organised and involved in all the activities. Thank you for giving up
your time and making the weekend so fun!”

•

“If you’re wondering about whether to do this trip or not, just do it. You won’t regret it”.

YEAR 9 AWARDS NIGHT 2018

The Year 9 Awards ceremony is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the achievements of our students during
their career at Ivanhoe. Recognising students not only for attainment but also for outstanding effort and an
exceptional attitude to learning; students are nominated by their teachers to receive an award. Those students
with 4 or more nominations across a variety of subjects are invited to attend the evening event, accompanied by
their families.
Our House Leaders, demonstrating how their confidence in public speaking has grown, introduced the awards for
their respective houses and presented the certificates. They were also recognised by their own Head of House
and thanked for their work during the year.
The culmination of the evening was the presentation of the shields and special awards. The subject area shields
were presented by the subject leaders, who gave us an insight into the students who had won, their attitude
to learning; the example they set to their peers and their amazing academic achievements in these subjects.
Wonderfully, neither the students, nor their families, knew they were receiving the awards and the surprise and
joy on their faces as their names were read out was fantastic.
Again, the special award winners did not know in advance. The Principal’s Award is given to the student who
statistically, and based on lots of number crunching, has made the most progress across all their subjects, since
starting at Ivanhoe. The Resilience Award recognises a student who has overcome personal challenges to become
a model student, trying hard in all areas of school life. Finally the outstanding All-Rounder is someone who
consistently achieves highly in all areas, has model attendance and fantastic Pro-Social skills.
Congratulations to all of our award winners.

DRAMA SHIELD
GRACE HULL

P.E. SHIELD
ANNIE McCARRON

ENGLISH SHIELD
ZARA PLATTS
COMPUTING SHIELD
KEIRA PAGETT

DESIGN SHIELD
WERONICA MIGDALSKA

M.F.L. SHIELD
DARCI HUNT

LIFESKILLS SHIELD
MIA GEORGE

MATHS SHIELD
JACK THOMPSON

HUMANITIES SHIELD
MHAIRI McGRATH

MUSIC SHIELD
ROMAN CRICHTON

SCIENCE SHIELD
SOPHIE CANNER

Ivanhoe
Resilience
Award
Ciaran Wood
Outstanding
All-Rounder
Award
Kieran Cahill

Ivanhoe
Principal’s
Award
Emily Illsley
We would like to thank Ashby Hastings Rotary Club for their sponsorship of this year’s awards evening, and
in particular to Dr. Paul Cook for attending on the evening and assisting in the presentation of the awards.
We would also like to say a huge well done to all of our Year 9 students, We have seen you all develop and
grow during your time at Ivanhoe, and now as you become young adults we wish you well as you move on
to Ashby School. We hope that you will remember your time at Ivanhoe fondly and have enjoyed the variety
of experiences we have given you; to allow you to better understand your skills and strengths and make your
future choices.
Finally a big thank you to all of our parents and families, for supporting the school, and most importantly
supporting your child. Education does not end at school, and the most successful young people will be
encouraged, supported and challenged to achieve at home too.
Wishing you all the best for the future.

Rotary Young Writer of the Year
On the evening of 16th June, Year 8 student Caitlin Bradley was invited to the Rotary presentation
evening for the The Young Writer of the Year Competition. Caitlin was triumphant and was named as the
winner of the Regional Competition, and she was also Highly Commended in the National stage of the
finals too.
We are proud to say that Caitlin not only
excels in her writing skills, but has used her
entrepreneurial flair to publish 3 books which
are available on
Amazon. They are:
• The Other World
• Fairy Tales with a Twist
• The Life of Edith Bassley
Head of English; Mrs Clemons said, “We have
witnessed Caitlin’s skill in creative writing
during her time at Ivanhoe so we thought that
she would do well in this competition.
We look forward to following Caitlin’s progress
over the coming Years. Well done.”

Boot Camp Competition
A big shout out, from Mr Smyth, for all of the students who
took part in the Half Term Boot Camp Competition on 31st
May and 1st June. It was a fierce competition between 4
teams, based on fitness challenges such as capture the flag,
question of sport, dodgeball and athletics. The students
showed great teamwork skills and resilience. Overall the
Sapphire team were triumphant.

Introducing our New House Leaders for 2018-19

We are pleased to introduce the appointed House Leaders for next year:
Air: Liam Barker, Katie Bennett, Ayden Beardsmore, Megan Foster
Earth: William Chen, Mia Longhurst, Chloe Appleby, Tommy Carr
Fire: Caitlin Tilltoson-Roberts, Marli Powdrill, Adam Bailey, Raeed Gool
Water:Kristian Kirkwood, Louis Afnoukh, Fred Jackson, Rosie Davies

DON’T FORGET THE
FUNDRAISING BAG PACK AT
TESCO ASHBY

SAT 23RD JUNE
9AM-3PM

PLEASE SUPPORT US IF
YOU CAN

SUMMER CONCERT
This year’s Summer Concert really was a
special event!!!
The audience were blown away by the talent
on display and many feet were tapping and
hands were clapping along with this year’s
song choices, all along the theme of ‘The
Greatest Show - Songs from Musicals’.
Well done to all of the students who
entertained us; be it with dancing, singing,
playing a musical instrument or supporting
technically.
Mr Cubbit and the Performing Arts Team also
took the opportunity to thank our exiting
Year 9’s for their dedication to the Ivanhoe
choir, orchestra and shows over their time at
Ivanhoe, they will all be missed.

My Ed Update
We need your help!
Last year we invested in the MYEd Communication App to improve our two
way communication between parents and the school.
Feedback tells us that this has been a big success. In particular parents have
told us they are finding it easier to inform the school about absences, and
keep track of messages from the school which are stored in the app. Teachers
have found it really beneficial for sending out reports and trip consent forms.
Training is taking place so that teachers and departments can contact parents
individually about their child.
However, as the app has become embedded, and usage continues to grow,
this has highlighted a cost issue for the school.
When a parent receives a message through the app the school does not
pay for this message. However, if a parent does not have the app they will
automatically receive an SMS message, which costs the school 6p per text.

In the past year this has equated to costs of OVER £5,000.
We are still committed to using MYEd as the benefits are so great, but we need your help to
reduce this cost and to free up the money for other projects to benefit the students.

We believe a high portion of this cost can be saved if both parents or carers in
a family download and register for the app. The biggest cost for messaging is to
families where only one parent has got the app.

PLEASE CAN WE ASK ALL PARENTS
OF IVANHOE STUDENTS TO
DOWNLOAD MYEd ASAP?
Key benefits for parents include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Being able to sync term dates to your online
calendar
Being able to make direct contact with school
through the app, including reporting absences or IF YOU CHANGE YOUR CONTACT NUMBER PLEASE
LET THE SCHOOL KNOW SO WE CAN UPDATE OUR
messaging departments.
SYSTEM. THE MYED APP WILL NOT LINK WITH
Receive and store all messages from school
A STUDENT IF WE DO NOT HOLD A MATCHING
within the app rather than on your phone.
MOBILE NUMBER
Being able to keep up to date with your child’s
attendance, achievements and behaviour points.
Being able to use the app as a portal to Wisepay and Moodle.
Being able to complete and submit forms such as school trip consent forms through the app.
Be able to receive your child’s school report through the app.
Being able to read the latest school news directly through the app.

Is a term time holiday really
worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at
Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance of gaining 5
GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths
and English,

If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key
Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of gaining 5 GCSEs
at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and
English.
Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4
including Maths and English will, on average, earn at least
20% less than those that do throughout their lifetime.

Ivanhoe Term Dates - Reminder

Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school.
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you.

Date

25th June
26th June
28th June
29th June
3rd July
4th July
4th-6th July
5th-6th July
10th July
11th July
12th July

EVENTS CALENDAR

Event

Year 6 Welcome Evening
Year 6 Welcome Evening
Sports Day 1
Sports Day2
Sports Presentation Evening
International Day
Year 9 Induction at Ashby School
Year 6 Induction at Ivanhoe
Activities Day
Year 9 Dance
Last Day of Term

