Newsletter
24th November 2017

Dear Parents and Carers,

Featured in this issue:

You may have heard your child come home from school and be using the phrase
‘Pro-Social’.
We are doing all we can this year to encourage all our students to be pro-social,
both within school and the wider community. By pro-social we mean “behaviour
which is positive, helpful, and intended to promote social acceptance and
friendship.”
Our students have had a variety of opportunities to explore what it means to be
pro-social and are being rewarded with house points when we see this behaviour.
We have also coupled this with our ‘Can’t Stand a Bystander’ campaign which
has highlighted the importance of taking positive action when students see
inappropriate behaviour or hear inappropriate comments.
We will be explaining these issues in more detail in our forthcoming ‘Wellbeing
Special Newsletter’ which we hope to publish shortly.
Greg Bellmore - Vice Principal.
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Remembrance Sunday
We were proud again to be able to send
10 of our House Leaders to the Ashby
Remembrance Service to lay a wreath on
behalf of the school, and this year the
Chamber of Commerce.
It was a bitterly cold morning, but our
students were a credit to the school with
their impeccable conduct.
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How do we keep your child safe on a trip?
When we take students on an off site trip, we are very mindful of the safety of all of our students. From the
planning stage to the actual trip we have many procedures put in place to ensure the best and safest experience for
students and staff.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Planning a Trip

We have comprehensive insurance. At Ivanhoe we have a high end insurance policy which covers all off site
trips, for all eventualities. In addition all of our residential trips will have insurance provided by the tour
provider.
We choose experienced staff to lead our residential trips, and ensure that staffing levels meet at least minimum
legal ratios.
We ensure comprehensive and realistic risk assessments are written for all trips, this usually includes pre-visits
to locations by staff. We ask all venues to provide their risk assessments for educational visits. We also look to
National Guidance for advice.
We meet with students and parents before trips to ensure they know what behaviour is expected to ensure the
safety of the group.
We ensure we have adequate medical and contact forms for all children, and make adjustments to trip
procedures or risk assessments if needed based on the individual needs of the students.
After each trip staff review and reflect on the trip arrangements and make recommendations for future trips
based on this.

On a Trip

We use approved and insured transport and travel companies that have experience of running school trips. We
have contact details for these companies should the need arise, for example broken down buses, to arrange
alternative transport etc. Our transport always has seatbelts fitted and we check that students wear them.
Each member of staff will have a small ‘Travel Group’ of students that they will be responsible for. They will
carry the student details and forms with them at all times.
At regular check points and times throughout the day head counts will be taken to ensure no students go
missing. Students will have buddies and be expected to keep an eye on each other.
We ensure students have high expectations for behaviour to keep all students safe.
We ensure that appropriate safety equipment is available and used should it be needed.
We are in regular contact with the school so that they know our locations during the trip.
In an emergency we can contact the ‘Emergency Crisis Line’ manned by Leicestershire County Council.

Visits and the Threat from Terrorism

Learning outside of the classroom is a vital part of a student’s school experience and statistically these activities
are still very safe. There is currently no Government advice against taking school trips.
When we go on any trip we consult National Guidance to ensure we reduce our vulnerability whilst still carrying
on as normally as possible.
This includes:
• Keep an eye on the news for any changes.
• Continue to be especially vigilant, and undertake due diligence and dynamic risk assessment.
• Avoid any areas which the Police state to avoid.
• Ensure that we have a ‘Plan B’ in place for the activity/visit, if necessary.
You can see a full list of the advice we look at when planning a trip by clicking here
You can also see National Guidance by visiting this website. http://oeapng.info
If you have any further questions about your child’s trip, please either contact the assigned trip leader or Mrs
Sarah Lane, Assistant Principal and Educational Visits Coordinator.

New Virtual Reality Experience at Ivanhoe
As part of Ivanhoe College’s commitment to providing
the best technology for our students, we have recently
invested in a class set of Virtual Reality devices.
These devices comprise of mobiles phones placed
into Google cardboard headsets and use the Google
Expeditions app to take the students on virtual reality
field trips. These trips may be locations around the world
or a tour of the human respiratory system. As you can
imagine, this will provide excellent opportunities for
students to enjoy unique experiences and encounter
places they may never be able to visit.
When using this technology students will be supervised
and will be provided with the following guidance:
• When using a VR headset, you must be sitting down
• VR headsets must not be attached to the user’s head
(there are no straps on the headsets)
• If you feel unwell, stop using. The device can be used
without the headset
• Breaks are encouraged. You should not have the
headset on constant use for the full hour
• Devices can be adjusted within the headset to improve
focus.
If you would like further information, you can find this at
the Google Expeditions
website - https://edu.google.com/expeditions/
If you have any questions, then please do not hesitate to
contact us at ictsupport@ivanhoe.co.uk
Mr C Wardle - Network Manager

CHARITY UPDATE
CHILDREN IN NEED FUNDRAISING

On Friday 17th November we held our annual Children in Need Fund-raiser. Forms competed
to raise the most money by coming up with the most appealing fundraising stall. As you can see
from the photos there were some great ideas. Well done to AIR house who raised the most
money this year, and thanks to everyone who donated so generously.

Non- Uniform Totals
FIRE
WATER
AIR
EARTH

£192.35
£191.11
£190.61
£162.15

STALL TOTALS
AIR
WATER
FIRE
EARTH

£125.59
£101.58
£93.10
£87.36

ROTARY SHOE BOX APPEAL

HOUSE
AIR
WATER
FIRE
EARTH
MISC

TOTAL
£316.20
£292.69
£285.45
£249.51
£16.78

GRAND £1160.63
TOTAL

The Big Pink
We raised a fantastic £1182.67
for Breast Cancer Care at our October event.
We dedicated the day to the memory of our ex
colleague Claire Wright who sadly passed away
from Breast Cancer earlier in the year.

Thanks to everyone for a magnificent response to the
appeal. We have again broken our own record and sent
91 shoe boxes to the rotary club for distribution in Eastern
Europe. In addition we sent £98 towards postage costs.

House Collection Totals

Air – 25 boxes		
Fire – 30 boxes

Earth – 14 boxes
Water - 22 boxes

Thanks again for your support.
Dave Berrow - Assistant Principal

Student Council News
The student council met for the second time this year on 6th November.
As always the meeting starts with a GROW and GLOW session, this is a reflection on
‘What We Do Well’ and ‘What Can We Improve’. It was great to see that following the
launch of the Pro-Social Campaign at the beginning of the year
that many students had highlighted that behaviour around the
school was a GLOW.
Since the last meeting Miss Howick had fed back the students
thoughts and requests from the first meeting to the Senior
Leadership Team. As a result the following things were agreed:
•
•

Changes to drinks in the canteen to go back to preferred water
bottles and cartons.
To keep the Hall open every lunchtime for students who do
not want to go outside.

In addition the S.L.T. agreed with the students’ requests
that more places were needed outside for students
to sit, eat and meet. The school business manager
provided the students with prices of different seating
arrangements and the council debated which would
be most appropriate, and thus establishing how much
money needs to be raised.

A small working group will now be established to
manage the fundraising for this project.
The student council also welcomed Graham McKay,
Ivanhoe’s Chair of Governors, to the meeting. Having
heard such great things about the student council
during a meeting with Miss Howick, who is one of our
staff governors, he was keen to see first hand how it
works.

The next meeting is on Weds 6th December.

In their House groups students brainstormed ideas of
how they could raise money towards the seating, as the
costs are quite high.
Suggestions included: non-uniform day, a fitness
challenge and cake sales.
The students were also keen to investigate further
whether the disused wooden climbing frame could be
sold to raise additional funds.

Rotary Young Chef Competition
Thursday 23rd November saw the Ivanhoe
heat of the Rotary Young Chef Competition.
Students are given 1 1/2 hours to prepare
and cook a 2 course meal.
Year 9 student Mhairi McGrath was
successful in making it through to the
district competition which will take place in
January. She cooked an impressive Chicken
breast stuffed with wild mushroom and
bacon stuffing with marsala sauce with
braised cabbage.

results. ‘

This wowed the judge, the owner of Zamani’s
restaurant in Ashby who said ‘They all did so
well and should be extremely proud of their

Making Contact With School
Please can we ask all parents that if
you need to ask a question, or wish
to make a comment about anything
to do with school life please either
Phone school on: 01530 412 756
For general enquiries email:

For - ‘Save the
Children’

office@ivanhoe.co.uk
Or use the clickable email links
on our website to contact specific
members of staff.

Weds 13th Dec

PLEASE DO NOT ASK QUESTIONS
ON THE SCHOOL TWITTER PAGE.

£1 to Save the Children plus a
donation to Ashby Food Bank.

Thank you for your understanding
on this matter.

I VA N H O E C H R I S T M A S D I N N E R - £ 2 . 4 0
WEDS 13TH DECEMBER

TICKETS MUST BE BOUGHT IN ADVANCE BETWEEN
MON 27TH NOV - WEDS 6TH DEC
FROM THE COFFEE SHOP DURING BREAKFAST CLUB OR
MORNING BREAK
INCLUDES TRADITIONAL TURKEY DINNER
(VEGETARIAN OPTION AVAILABLE)
CHRISTMAS PUDDING or YULE LOG
JUICE or WATER

Students and staff who would like to join in, you MUST buy a ticket in advance,
an alternative lunch of sandwiches and soup will be served from the Meal Cab on
this day.
Any student eligible for Free School Meals,will also need to collect a ticket in advance.

Ivanhoe Christmas
Concert
Weds 13th Dec 7-9pm
£3 Adults £2 Cons.includes a mince pie.

Tickets on sale 27th Nov
from Reception or Music Dept

Ashby Town Re-branding
You will have seen a lot of changes around the town,
building, redevelopment, and maybe hints to the new
town logo. The town council has asked us to share
this video about how the ‘ashby’ brand is changing to
recognise the towns unique character.

https://youtu.be/KgP4UuVUKiI

School Improvement News
Thanks to a successful bid to the Education Fund Agency, for the Conditions
Improvement Fund, Ivanhoe was awarded £421,478.
The money has been used to improve the insulation and refurbish over 1/3
of the school roof.
Thanks to the fantastic work of the project managers Make Consulting, and
the contractors Central Roofing and Sika Liquid Plastics, the project came in
on time and on budget.
We are committed to continual building improvements and energy efficiency.
Our next big project is improving the fencing around the school site and
fields.
We are also applying for further funding bids to make more improvements.

Homework Club.
Ivanhoe Homework Club is in its second year and is a great
way to catch up with homework and get some extra support.
Every Thursday until 4.20pm, we staff the club with
specialists who can help in Maths, English and Science.
Please email a.allford@ivanhoe.co.uk for more
information or ask your child to pop along to the Flexible
Learning Centre (FLC) on Thursdays after school and check
out.

For the most up to date information
about your child don’t forget to
download Ivanhoe’s MY Ed app.
To download the app go to your device app store and search for ‘My Ed’.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.
You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be automatically cross checked with our
in-school system. This is intended to safeguard the information of your child to ensure only approved contacts can
receive the data.

it

Student News
Young Chess Champion
Year 8 student George Worrow-Goodin has been
chosen as the Best Junior Team Player of the Year by
the Leics & Rutland Chess Association (LRCA).
He has been a member of the Ashby Ivanhoe Chess Club
for about 5 years and has shown remarkable progress
to become good enough to play for the Club’s men’s
3rd Team and for the County Under 100s team, which
won the National title earlier this year, with George as
one of it’s best performers.
Congratulations George, keep up the good work.
The Ivanhoe College Chess club meets every Wednesday
lunchtime, and usually someone from Ashby Ivanhoe
Chess Club also attends to provide additional coaching
for any of our students who would like it.

Student Rugby Success
Congratulations to Year 9 student Chester Owen, who has this season been
selected to attend the Leicester Tigers Rugby Developing Player Programme
after successfully attending a number of trials at the end of last season. This is a
fantastic achievement for someone who shows a real passion and dedication to
rugby both at Ivanhoe and at his rugby club in Ashby. He is also a House Leader
for our Earth House, so setting a fantastic example to the other students.
Well done Chester.

Rutland Water Cross Country

Well done to all the students who took part in the very cold and horribly hilly cross country course at Rutland Water
on Saturday 18th November, they were a credit to the school. Also, thank you to Mr Smyth for attending with the
students.

Sports Fixtures
Date

Sport

Year Group

H o m e /
Away

Opposition

Thurs 30th Dec
Mon 4th Dec
Thurs 7th Dec
Weds 13th Dec
Thurs 14th Dec
Mon 18th Dec

Girls Dodgeball
Badminton
Boys Basketball
Girls Football
Girls Basketball
Badminton

KS3
KS3
KS3
Y7, 8/9
KS3
KS3

Away
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home

Newbridge
Brookvale
Castle Rock
Mixed
Castle Rock
South Charnwood

Date

Sport

Tuesday 31st Oct

Sports Results
Year Group

Opposition

Result

Boys Rugby
Boys Football
Girls Netball

7,8,9
7,8
7,8,9

Market Bosworth

(7) Won, (8) Won, (9) Won

Thurs 2nd Nov

Boys Hockey

KS3

Weds 8th Nov
Weds 15th Nov
Thurs 16th Nov

Badminton
Boys Rugby
Boys Dodgeball

KS3
7,8
KS3

Thurs 16th Nov

Boys Hockey

KS3

Mon 20th Nov
Tues 21st Nov
Tues 21st Nov
Thurs 23rd Nov

Girls Rugby
Boys Rugby
Hockey
Badminton

7/8, 9
9
8/9
KS3

Weds 1st Nov

South Charnwood
Loughborough
Grammar
Ibstock
Trent College
Newbridge
Loughborough
Grammar
Ashby Rugby Club
Trent College
Ratcliffe
Castle Rock

Won 7-1
Boys won 6-2, Girls won 6-2
(7) won, (8) won
4th
Lost 3-1
N/A
Lost 29-19
Won 2-0

Sports Award Nominations.

Congratulations to our P.E. Dept for securing nominations for ‘Best
Secondary School’ and ‘Best Team’ (for our Year 8 2016/17 Hockey
Team at the North West Leicestershire Local Sports Alliance Awards,
in collaboration with North West Leicestershire School Sports
Partnership. We didn’t win on this occasion, but this is something to
aim for next year.

Ivanhoe Vacancies
We currently have vacancies for :

•
•
•

•

• Student Support Worker

Closing date December 14th.
37 hours per week, 41 weeks per year. Full details on our website.
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/content/vacanciesview.php?id=42

• Childcare and Education Assistant (Maternity Cover)
Ivanhoe Under Fives -

Closing date November 25th. 23 ¾ hours per week, term time only. Full details on our website. http://
www.ivanhoe.co.uk/content/vacanciesview.php?id=43

LEAVE OF ABSENCE INCLUDING HOLIDAYS
New government guidelines, which came into effect on 1st September 2013, prevent
Head Teachers from granting any leave of absence during term time, unless there
are exceptional circumstances. For example, a leave of absence for a family holiday
does not fall under the category of ‘exceptional circumstances’ and as such would be
recorded as unauthorised.

Is a term time holiday really worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance
of gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English,
If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of
gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English.
Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 including Maths and English will, on average,
earn at least 20% less than those that do throughout their lifetime.

Events Calendar
Date

29th November
29th November- 1st December
5th December
8th December
13th December
13th December
13th December
14th December
22nd December
9th January

Event

Year 9 ELM Parents’ Evening
Man City Development Tour
Year 9 Careers Fair
Year 9 Careers Fair
Charity Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas Dinner Day
Christmas Concert
Enrichment Day 3
Last Day of Term - Finish 2.20pm
Back to School

