
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been another busy week here at Ivanhoe with our staff, students and even our Science 

equipment getting into the Christmas spirit.  It has been lovely to see so many students enjoying a 

Christmas dinner here in school and through our “Ivanhoe 12 days of Christmas” activities, 

students have been having some (COVID safe!) Christmas fun in form time.  I am very much 

looking forward to next week’s Christmas Reward assembly celebrating all of the fantastic 

achievements this term.  There is so much to be proud of. 

May I remind all parents and carers that the school will now close on Thursday 17th December, 

following the letter sent to all parents and carers on Wednesday – a reminder of this can be 

found below. 

A full parent newsletter will be sent next week.  In the meantime, a few updates and reminders from me this week: 

 
 
 
As per the letter sent to parents and carers on Wednesday: the government made an announcement on Tuesday 
afternoon about some flexibility for schools regarding Friday 18th December. They have made the changes to make sure 
that there are 6 clear days before the end of term and Christmas Eve. 
 
Alongside most secondary schools nationally, Ivanhoe have made the decision that we will be closed to all students on 
Friday 18th December as per this government guidance. This will minimise the risk of any possible transmission of COVID 
which could mean students having to isolate over Christmas.  
 
School will close on Thursday 17th December with our usual staggered exit  -Year 9 walkers leave at 2.50pm, Year 8 
walkers leave at 2.55pm, Year 7 walkers leave at 3.00pm.  Buses will come at their usual times. 
 
Please click here to view the letter in full. 
 

 
 
 
Parents and Carers will have received a MyEd message earlier today, containing details of changes to the proposed 
admissions policy and admission number for Ivanhoe College; which forms part of consultation about joining LiFE Multi 
Academy Trust and bringing about age range change from August 2022.  This consultation is still open for responses, and 
ends on 14th December 2020.  
 
The changes to the proposed admissions policy and admission number for Ivanhoe College are as a result of feedback we 
have already received from the Local Authority about this and the projected increase in pupil numbers in the area over the 
next few years. 
 
The Governing Board of Ivanhoe would like to have a further short period of consultation just about the revised admissions 
policy, as there are some changes from the version sent to you previously. We have simplified the policy, and the admission 
number for Ivanhoe College has changed from 180 to 193. 

 
Full 6-week consultation on joining LiFE MAT and implementing age range change: 

 From 2nd November until 14th December 2020 
Additional consultation on revised admissions policy: 

 From 11th December 2020 until 7th January 2021 
 
Please click here to view the letter in full.  You can view all the consultation documents and information on our website, 
along with the revised admissions policy:  https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/multi-academy-trust-consultation 
 

 

Headteacher’s Bulletin: Friday 11th December 2020 

 

Further consultation period on proposed changes to Admissions Policy 

Change to end of term arrangements 

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/user_uploads/files/MyEdfiles/12.09.2020%20Closure.pdf
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/user_uploads/files/MyEdfiles/Consultation.letter-11.12.2020.pdf
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/multi-academy-trust-consultation


 

 

Please follow the link below, which will take you to Ashby School’s documents in relation to their proposed changes to the 
admissions policy and a further consultation period.  

https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/letters/proposed-changes-to-admissions-policy-further-consultation-period 

 

 

As we are coming to the end of term, please can you ensure your student has all their equipment with them.  We are 
seeing lots of students coming in with missing equipment – and lots of blunt pencils!  Please have an end of term check to 
ensure all equipment is present and correct.  Thank you. 

As we move into 2021, please can you continue to check your child(ren)’s planner.  A quick reminder of our Homework 
timetable and our 20/20/20 approach: 20 minutes reading each day, 20 minutes Maths based tasks each day, and 20 
minutes minimum Subject based work each day. 

 

 

As we approach the Christmas break, may I ask for your support in making 

sure that students are following the Tier 3 COVID guidance and rules, 

particularly outside of school as social contact is a significant cause of 

transmission in the community. Please help us to ensure that your child is fully 

aware of the rules and their implications.  We want everyone to be able to 

enjoy the Christmas break, and as such we need to try to limit the risk of 

transmission as much as we possibly can by sticking to these rules.   

Please be aware that it still means that Ivanhoe college leaders will  have to continue contact tracing in the event of 
positive cases through to Wednesday December 23. We will be responsible, at very short notice, for informing families 
that they will need to self-isolate over the Christmas period. You will appreciate that this is not an ideal situation and we 
will continue over the remaining days to uphold our very high standards of ventilation, hand hygiene and protecting 
bubbles. We have been very successful, as you know, in minimising transmission at Ivanhoe. We are in fact amongst the 
few secondary schools who have not had to send home a whole year group. 
 
In view of this, please continue to be vigilant and not send your child to school if they feel unwell. As well as the 3 main 
COVID symptoms: cough, loss of taste, and high temperature, children and teenagers also present with symptoms such as 
fatigue, headaches, and tummy upsets. https://www.gosh.nhs.uk/news/coronavirus-covid-19-information-children-
young-people-and-families Please be aware of these wider symptoms and not send your child to school. We do not want 
to risk an outbreak this close to Christmas for the welfare of the families within our school community. 
 
We are aware that the government have announced this afternoon that there will be a change from the self-isolation 
period from 14 days to 10 days from 00:01am on Monday 14 December 2020.  The official government statement can be 
found here.  We will update our school protocols and procedures as appropriate next week when the change comes into 
force. 
 
Kind regards and best wishes, 

 

Mrs. Allford 

Headteacher 

 

Readiness for learning 

COVID 19 cases on the lead up to / over Christmas  

Ashby School - Proposed Changes to Admissions Policy - Further Consultation Period 

https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/letters/proposed-changes-to-admissions-policy-further-consultation-period
https://www.gosh.nhs.uk/news/coronavirus-covid-19-information-children-young-people-and-families
https://www.gosh.nhs.uk/news/coronavirus-covid-19-information-children-young-people-and-families
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-chief-medical-officers-statement-on-the-self-isolation-period-11-december-2020

