
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
What an unusual term and start to 2021.  Whilst in some ways it feels like 
yesterday that Boris Johnson announced the closure of schools across England for 
the majority of students, it also feels like we have been doing remote learning for 
longer than just over 5 full weeks.   
 
I spent the last day of this half term today in a really lovely way.  We have a 
tradition at Ivanhoe of the Headteacher sharing hot chocolate in my office with 
students to recognise excellent attendance / excellent work.  Whilst we were not 
able to do this in the traditional way, I joined a number of students on Microsoft 
Teams this morning where we all enjoyed hot chocolate from our homes.  Well 
done to all of the students who joined me this morning: what a great attitude you 
are showing to learning and the Ivanhoe Way.   
 
As we begin the half-term break, I wanted to once again thank parents 
and carers for all of the support you have given your child(ren) and the 
school during this difficult time.  This lockdown has been particularly hard.  
Many of us in the school community - students, parents and staff alike - 
have found this the hardest lockdown yet: if you have also felt this way 
during the last few weeks, you are not alone.   
 
We are all waiting patiently for the Government announcement regarding 

the return to school for all pupils.  It is my dearest hope that all Ivanhoe 

students will be returning on 8th March because we all know that students 

learn best in school. That said, I am concerned with recent catastrophising 

by the media around lost learning, gaps and reduced lifetime income 

because of Covid.  In many ways the skills which our students are learning 

as they navigate this new learning landscape (hand in folders, teams 

meetings, managing a calendar) will set them in very good stead for the 

years to come. Our students are getting used to being self-starters, they are self-motivating and they are self-

regulating: all skills which will pay dividends in later life. Let’s have a more positive language around their 

achievement.  

We appreciate it continues to be a difficult and worrying time for everyone, but I hope that you and your families are 
able to rest and relax over the course of the next week.  We will of course keep you informed on full school opening 
when we hear more after the half term break.  Until then, please stay safe and take good care.  A few updates from 
me this week: 
 
 
 
 
This week we have been talking to students about the Safer Internet Day on 9th February 2021.  We are all spending 
much more time online, and it is important we do so safely.  This week, students had an assembly about staying safe 
online, and how to look for information they can trust, and more importantly help them identify sources they 
shouldn't trust. We are also asking parents to take a couple of minutes to watch the video on the link below, and talk 
to their children about this subject. https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/safer-internet-day-2021  
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Bulletin: Friday 12th February 2021 

Safer Internet Day – 9th February 2021 

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/safer-internet-day-2021


 
 
 
 
 
Ivanhoe will continue to contact trace for children and staff who have been in school up to and including Wednesday 
17th February at 3pm.  This remains vitally important in the continued national effort to limit the spread of the virus.  
Where a member of the school community who is still attending school tests positive, having developed symptoms 
within 2 days of being in school, parents/carers should contact the school so we can assist in identifying close 
contacts and advising self-isolation, as the student may have been infectious whilst in school. Please email 
covidresults@ivanhoe.co.uk and a member of the School Leadership Team will be in tough.   
 
If a student attending school tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) during the half term break from Thursday 18th 

February 2021; having developed symptoms more than 2 days since being in school, parents and carers should 

follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

Contact tracing will then begin again as normal in school on Monday 22nd February 2021. 

If a student who is learning at home tests positive COVID-19, please do continue to let the school know. 

 
 
 
Please find a consultation letter and draft admissions policy for Ashby Hastings Primary School on the following links: 
 
Ashby Hastings Consultation Letter – February 2021 
Draft Admissions Policy – Ashby Hastings 
 
 
 
 

We know juggling home learning with work and every day life can be a real challenge and we would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you for all of the work you have been doing to support your children with their remote learning 

so far. Ivanhoe - along with all other schools across England - are required by the government to monitor 

engagement and completion of the remote learning on a daily basis.  This means we will follow up with students and 

parents/carers when particular pieces of work have not been completed, or if students are not contacting their form 

tutor; but does not mean to put any unnecessary pressure on students who may be struggling.  A number of 

parents/carers contact school to inform us of specific circumstances when their child may not be accessing some or 

all of the remote learning for a period of time. If this is the case, you will still receive messages indicating the non-

completion of work: but we understand that everyone is doing their very best in the current situation and we will 

work with you to provide individualised support with a view to returning to full engagement.  The resilience shown 

by our students and engagement in learning that I have seen over the last 6 weeks is testament to what a fantastic 

community we have here at Ivanhoe.    

 
 
 
 
We were absolutely delighted to learn that three Ivanhoe Students - Jordan in Year 9, Harriet in Year 8 and Harry in 
Year 8 – have all been awarded the 2020 Youth Award by Ashby Town Council as part of their Civic Awards 
programme, for their work at Ashby Foodbank during the Lockdowns and school holidays.  Jordan, Harriet and Harry 
were all recognised for their service to the Ashby Community and showing the Ivanhoe Way; not just in school but in 
wanting to help others in the wider community.  Well done Jordan, Harriet and Harry – we are all incredibly proud of 
you. 

Contact tracing over the February half-term 

Admissions consultation - Ashby Hastings Primary School 

Ashby Town Council – 2020 Youth Award 

Home learning 
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 Do you have experience in Accounting and Finance? 

 Do you have an interest in education?   

 Would you like to play a part in improving our school?  

If so, we would very much like to hear from you.  Please click here to find out more about our Community Governor 

vacancies.   

 
 
 
Autism Outreach would like to gain views from parents/carers of children with ASD who have been part of a 

transition process.  Please click the link below to take part in the survey. 

Autism Outreach Transition Survey 

 

 
Your child’s two PE lessons in the first week back 
after half term are going to be on the theme of 
‘Inspiration’. We hope these lessons will give our 
amazing students a real boost and get to reflect 
on who and what inspires them.  
 
In their first lesson of PE, we would like your child 
to watch a pre-recorded video and complete two 
tasks - one of which involves our very own Sir 
Captain Tom Moore challenge.  
 
Their second lesson will be a live lesson (on 
Wednesday 24th February) with inspirational 
speaker, Natasha Mina. She is a great role model who we are sure will connect with all students.  
The live lesson will predominantly be listening to Tash but she has kindly agreed to complete a short home workout 
for the students to join in with. Find out about Tash and what inspires her below.  
 
Please could you encourage your child make sure that they complete the first pre-recorded lesson and ensure that 
they attend the live lesson on the Wednesday. This is a fantastic opportunity and we would not want any of our 
students to miss out.  
 
The PE Team 

 
 

 
 

Throughout the week, Ivanhoe teachers nominate students as Ivanhoe Superstars.  Ivanhoe Superstars are 
students who have been fantastic throughout the week, students who have done some fantastic home 
learning or students who have consistently demonstrated the Ivanhoe Way.  Congratulations to the 
following students nominated as this week’s Superstars: 

 

 Year 7   Year 8   Year 9  
Thalia, Ella, Gabriella Ethan Louis, James 

 

Community Governor vacancy 

Autism Outreach Transition Survey 

PE: Inspiration Week – 22nd – 26th February 

Ivanhoe Superstars 
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GCSE Survey 
 
Thank you for your responses to our GCSE survey from last week. If you have not already responded as a Year 7 and 
8 parents, please click here to complete the GCSE survey. 
 
We have also sent a survey to all our students in Year 7 and 8 this morning on our school survey app Bouncetogether 
which they can access via moodle or through their phones. We want as many stakeholder viewpoints as possible as 
we change our school into 11-16. 
 
 

 

Remote Learning Survey 
 
As part of our desire to offer the best possible remote learning experience for your child we would appreciate your 
feedback regarding your experience of our current remote learning offer. 
 
Please click here to complete the Ivanhoe Home Learning survey.  Thanks in anticipation of your help by completing 
the survey. 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope you have a great half term and our students manage to 
get a well-deserved rest after their brilliant hard work. This is just a 
reminder about the well-being section on Moodle which students, 
parents and carers may find beneficial. Not only does it contain 
support for those that are struggling with their mental well-being, it 
also has some great activities which could be used during the half 
term! These include museum tours, some delicious recipes (a few of 
which are listed to the right) and some art and craft videos.  
 

 
 
CAMHS Professionals have also released this helpful image around 
how to support children overcome the fear of failure, which can 
help to develop their confidence and take part in a wide variety of 
activities. 
 
Stay safe and best wishes,  
 
Mrs. Allford 
Headteacher 

Mental wellbeing 

Cooking and Baking: recipes available 

on Moodle: 

  Gingerbread Cake 

 Blueberry Muffins 

 Oat and Fruit Cookies 

 Scones 

 Cheese Twists 

Parent and Student Surveys 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Lz6VI7uYokaRZmRzNgwefq1DYP9kUFZHkRtv6iq7PC9UQUJRNUZUNzdORUgyQ01PM1pPTDI2NEFGWC4u
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