
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As we come to the end of our first full ‘normal’ week back at school, I have been 
reflecting on how lovely it has been to hear our classrooms full of learning and our 
playground full of chatter.  Students have adapted very well to wearing face masks 
in lessons.  Thank you to all of our parents and carers for all of your preparation in 
returning students to school: it has certainly made the transition smoother. 
 
Our lateral flow testing centre set up in school completed the final stages of our 
mass school testing programme this week.  The staff testing team have worked 
incredibly hard to complete so many tests in such a short period of time and have 
now tested 96% of our total students.  Read on for more of the amazing 
accomplishments in the testing centre.  Home test kits have now been distributed 
to the majority of students.  More information on this, and how to report the 
results, can be found on our website.: https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/more/co-vid-home-testing-kits   
 
A highlight of the week was Mrs. Wild’s assembly on International Woman’s Day and Women’s History Month: which 
felt very penitent given recent events.  Please talk to your child(ren) about the assembly and what they learnt from 
it. 
 
Now we are back in the normal school routine, there will be one final Headteacher’s bulletin from me as we break up 
for Easter, after which point these bulletins will be issued fortnightly during term time.  Our parent newsletter will 
resume at the end of each term.   
 
A few updates from me this week: 
 
 
 
 
Home testing kits have now been given out to the majority of students.  Students who are currently absent or self-

isolating will receive their test kits on their return to school. 

Students will receive two boxes of test kits – both containing 3 tests - with a leaflet on how to take the test and 

report the results.  There are enough tests to take students up to the Easter break. 

We are recommending that tests are taken on a Sunday evening and a Wednesday evening, and parents will be sent 

a MyEd reminder with the link to report results to the school. 

Our website contains further details on home testing, including links to reporting results, helpful instructional videos, 

FAQs and further guidance.  Click here to go to our home testing website page.   
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At Key Stage 4, English has two distinct foci: Language and Literature.  The English department 
is the focus of this week’s profile and they are looking forward to being able to use their skills 
and knowledge to teach GCSE English Language and English Literature at Ivanhoe.     

Acting Subject Lead, Mrs Longhurst, talks about how the English department has been 
preparing.  “We have spent the last two years purposely developing and creating a new, 
knowledge rich, Key Stage 3 curriculum that will prepare our students for Key Stage 4. We are 
now concentrating on the syllabus and the texts that will ensure the best possible outcomes 
for our students as we take them through their GCSEs. We are fortunate to have a current 
AQA examiner, Mrs Lee, in our department to share insight into the marking policies of 
exams.”    

Mrs Lee has experience of teaching AQA and Eduqas as well as being an examiner for AQA.  
She says, “I am looking forward to helping to shape the new Key Stage 4 curriculum through 
my teaching at Ivanhoe so that our students can be as successful as possible in English. This 
will include some brilliant new texts which is very exciting! Seeing current students succeed 
from age 11 through to age 16 will be fantastic.  For Ivanhoe to be a consistent support for 
them will help to create a solid foundation for their future and beyond.”    
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Today (Friday 19th March) we closed the doors to the Ivanhoe test centre in 

the school library. Since the key worker’s children and staff returned on the 

4th January and the whole school returned from the 8th March we are proud 

to say that we have conducted 4,166 lateral flow tests in school to get all the 

staff and students prepared for home testing. We also have had an 

amazingly high level of consent for tests at 96% of the whole student body. 

Our students under the patient guidance of our test assistants have been 

supported through any anxieties to ensure that they all can now do a 

thorough test at home. There have been no complaints, they have all 

dutifully got on with the job in hand and it is safe to say they have really 

done us proud. 

Our support staff working in the centre have stepped far from their usual 

comfort zones. A mix of admin, premises, classroom support and librarians, 

they have ensured the smooth running of the testing and recording, as well 

as maintaining a fantastic level of teamwork and comradery. One of the staff 

has written this fantastic poem which we feels sums up how we all feel now 

that the mass testing centre has closed its doors.  

We are sure there will still be tests to do in school, and there is still the huge 

task of getting the home test kits out to students and staff for home testing, 

but for now we are giving ourselves a pat on the back for a job well done.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ivanhoe COVID-19 Test Centre 

Ode to The Testing Team – By Sharon 

Smith 

 

To the testing team at Ivanhoe 

Our testing role is done 

We’ve all worked hard and all been fab 

And ‘Yes’ we’ve had some fun 

 

We’ve tested thousands, students, staff 

Explained just what to do 

3 times each side then up your nose 

Is what we’ve all been through 

 

Some have gagged, had snotty noses 

Some have just been sneezy 

But we’ve managed well without a fuss 

Despite some of us feeling queasy 

 

There were busy days and slow days 

But I hope that you’ll all agree 

One of the best days we had 

Was the visit from ITV 

 

The chocolate box is empty 

No more PPE to throw away 

No more getting out more test kits 

Setting up for the next day 

 

The staplers quiet, the barcodes gone 

The blue doors firmly shut 

I’ll miss the banter and dodgy dancing 

Cashier number 6 your time is up 

 

But seriously , we’ve done a job 

An important one at that 

Kept school safe during Covid times 

So the students can come back 

 

So back to our normal jobs we go 

Thank you it’s been a blast 

But life goes on 

And maybe some normality at last. Pictured: The Ivanhoe testing team, and 

Thomas from Year 9 who was our test 

number 4,166 



 
 
 

 

Please try to keep all medical appointments outside of school hours as much as 

possible. If you do need to take your child to an appointment during the school day, 

please ensure they attend school before and after the appointment to minimise the 

impact of time out.  

 
 
 
 
Internet Matters have put together a very helpful guide for 
parents of 11-13 year olds.  The guide includes checklists, 
conversation starters and information on where to get help and 
advice.  Please click the picture to read the guide, or go to: 
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/online-safety-
guide-11-13-year-olds/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wow, what a week! Over 260 of our students attend our extra-curricular 
clubs, both face-to-face and virtually, this week. These included 
badminton, rugby, football and netball in the face-to-face sessions, as 
well as fitness and martial arts for our virtual clubs. We are so proud of 
our students for getting involved and we cannot wait to see you next 
week! 
 
Next week’s Girls Active is fitness, with a brilliant fitness instructor. It will 
be similar to a fitness class you may attend at the gym.  
 
Next week’s Boys Active is boxing, with another fab instructor. It will be 
different from the previous boxing session that we are already done.  
 
We look forward to seeing lots of students getting involved and getting 
active next week.  A reminder of our extra-curricular timetable can be 
found on the following page. 
 
Any questions please get in touch.  
 
Ivanhoe PE Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online safety tips for 11-13 year olds 

Medical appointments 

PE Extra-Curricular 
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Stay safe and best wishes,  
 
Mrs. Allford 
Headteacher 


