Headteacher’s Bulletin: Friday 26th February 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you were all able to enjoy a restful half-term break.
The announcement from the Prime Minster on Monday that students will be able
to return to school from 8th March was welcome news for all of us. Here at
Ivanhoe, our attention is focused on the return to school: giving the logistical
challenge of conducting over 900 lateral flow tests for students before they return
to the classroom. Please take the time to read the letter to parents, which was
sent to parents via MyEd today or can be found by clicking here.
On a sobering note, information from North West Leicestershire Council shows that
the county is now the 11th highest COVID-19 hotspot nationally: with cases in the
area having risen by a quarter over the last week. In order to make Ivanhoe as safe
as possible for students and staff on our return to school, everyone needs to follow the guidance. Once again, I ask
for your support in making sure that students are following the “stay at home” guidance; and that they are fully
aware of the rules and their implications. Now more than ever we need to be mindful and be as careful as we can:
following the guidance and staying home unless absolutely necessary to reduce the risk of transmission.
A few other updates from me this week:

Guidance on face coverings / face masks
As you will have seen from the guidance from the government, all students (unless exempt from doing so) will be
required to wear face masks when in the school building, including in classrooms and communal areas. Government
guidance on wearing and removing a face covering properly can be found below.

A face covering should:







cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably
fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face
be secured to the head with ties or ear loops
be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable,
such as cotton
ideally include at least 2 layers of fabric (the World Health Organization
recommends 3, depending on the fabric used)
unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to fabric washing
instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged

When wearing a face covering you should:






wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use
hand sanitiser before putting a face covering on
avoid wearing on your neck or forehead
avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth
and nose, as it could be contaminated with the virus
change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it
avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession (for
example, when leaving and entering shops on a high street)

When removing a face covering:







wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use
hand sanitiser before removing
only handle the straps, ties or clips
do not give it to someone else to use
if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not
recycle
if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest
temperature appropriate for the fabric
wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use
hand sanitiser once removed

Age Range Change Update
As a parent in the Ashby area, exams may not be something you
traditionally associate with Ivanhoe. But in fact, we have many
staff across a range of departments who are very familiar with the
examination and moderation process through their work with the
exam boards. Today, we begin by introducing you to three staff
members who have extensive exam board experience, to explain
how their work impacts their teaching role.
Mrs Lee, from the English Department, works as an examiner for
AQA English language and commented “I have a good grasp of
subject specifications as well as what examiners are looking for,
having examined before,” which allows her to support the English
team and Ivanhoe pupils in understanding the requirements of the
exam. The English team have already begin their training with the
exam board ready for our first Year 10 in 2022.
Miss Hull (Geography), who has been examining for Edexcel since 2010, with a promotion to Team Leader in 2017,
says the same. “My examining experience has allowed me to keep up to date with the Geography GCSE curriculum
and understand exactly what is required of the students in terms of their skill set to answer the questions to the best
of their ability,”. Miss Hull’s experience is guiding exam board choices within the Geography Team.
The duties of a GCSE Exam Team Leader involve marking papers, overseeing a team of other examiners and helping
to finalise the mark scheme. Miss Konig (Art, Design and Technology) has also been a Senior Team Leader for
Edexcel Graphics since 2014, having examined for the board since 2007. She was also involved in the redesign of
Design and Technology for the new GCSE grades 9-1 in recent years. “Having a knowledge of the inner workings of
how exams are set and marked has influenced my teaching of pupils of all ages. I can help them to recognise
key words, and give tips on the best way to structure and present their answers in class – all good practice for sitting
exams!”.

Ivanhoe Superstars
Throughout the week, Ivanhoe teachers nominate students as Ivanhoe Superstars. Congratulations to the following
students nominated as this week’s Superstars:

 Year 7 

 Year 8 

 Year 9 

Gracie-Mae, Sophie, Matthew,
Oliver

Ben

Crystal, Sarah-Jayne

Ivanhoe PE Inspiration Week
This week we hosted our first ever PE Inspiration week with all students given the opportunity to get involved
whether they were in school or at home.
In their first lesson of the week students watched a number of inspirational and motivational videos and also found
out who had inspired many of the staff here at Ivanhoe. The students were also asked to reflect on who inspires
them and why. We then tasked our students to complete our very own, Sir Captain Tom Moore physical activity
challenge, where they had to complete 2500m using an activity of their choice, such as walking, skating, cycling or
running. Well done to all students who submitted their work on Moodle.
The students second lesson of the week was on Wednesday and we invited
Natasha (Tash) Mina to give an inspirational talk to each year group. Tash is a
sporting champion for National campaigns including ‘The Girl Can’ and part of
the Leicester and Rutland Sport Active Workforce. Tash spoke passionately
about the journey she’d been on and who had inspired her. Tash did touch on
the challenges she faced during her childhood and you may want to talk to your
child about this. She also led a short workout on yoga, kickboxing and breathing
techniques.
We want to thank you for your support in ensuring students logged into the live
session; the turnout was absolutely incredible. We really hope that students
enjoyed the session and made them think of what they are capable of. We have
already received some fantastic feedback from students and parents to say what
a positive impact this has had and we feel really privileged that we were able to offer this opportunity to our
students. We hope that our students feel inspired in preparation for their return to school.
The PE Department

Hot chocolate with the Headteacher – Year 8 focus

Mrs. Allford enjoyed hot chocolate over Microsoft
Teams with a number of students this week, to
recognise excellent attendance / excellent work. Well
done to all of the below students who joined Mrs.
Allford and Mrs. Cresswell this morning: what a great
attitude you are showing to learning and the Ivanhoe
Way.
Eve, Dylan, Gabrielle, Nicole, Rowan, Ellie, Millie, Izzy,
George, Hazel, Riley, Harry, Isabelle, Katie, Olivia, Ffion,
Alice, Finn, Natalie, Layla

National Careers Week: 1st – 5th March
It is never too soon to start talking to your child about their career ideas and to start to develop employability skills
with them. This week is National Careers Week – perhaps it feels that now is not a
good time to think about careers as we approach a full return to school however
why not use it as a positive discussion to inspire your child to return to school with
aspirations for their future. There are lots of resources available online to support
you.
Try the NCW website: https://nationalcareersweek.com/ This is also has a
downloadable parents guide: please click on the picture to read this or click here.
We have registered with the Science Technology Engineering and Maths learning
association so our students can access all their online virtual careers fair in
partnership with Science and Industry Museum. 25
national employers will be showcasing careers in a
variety of sectors from healthcare to engineering, and
finance to research. STEM employers include Public
Health England, BBC, RAF, JustEat, IBM, Google, AECOM
and many more. This is a fantastic chance for students to
be inspired and meet STEM Ambassadors from a wide
variety of STEM organisations, with an exciting
opportunity to chat live and ask their questions and gain
insight into careers in STEM industries.
https://stem.exhibition.app
Why not suggest your child revisit the resources from the Ivanhoe careers event – available on the Moodle remote
learning page; click the careers link. The PDF versions of the presentations include links to websites to help explore
careers, qualifications and skills required.

North West Leicestershire Wellbeing Support Project
North West Leicestershire are launching a free Wellbeing Support
Project for local residents who may be most in need of support to
remain physical active during the ongoing pandemic, or indeed most
in need of the benefits of physical active during this time. The offer
of support includes:
•
•
•

Activity packs
1:1 wellbeing walks per week
Active together telephone support

If you or a member or your extended family such as a grandparent
may benefit from this service, please contact
emma.knight@nwleicestershire.gov.uk

PE Active Club launch
On Wednesday 25th February, we launched our Girls Active club and for the first time it was virtual! We were
thrilled with the number of students that got involved and gave it a go through Microsoft Teams. On Thursday 26th
February, it was time for our Boys Active club and this time they had a go at some boxing.
What was fantastic about both of these club is the students’ level of engagement, positive attitudes and smiley
faces, albeit through the screen. The booking is open for next week’s activities via Moodle. Students need to login on
the Remote Learning Portal, click on to the PE section, and then select the link for the club and book on.
The timetable for next week is as follows;
Wednesday:
Year 7 Girls: 3.15pm-4.15pm – Boxing
Year 8 and 9 Girls: 4.15pm-5.15pm – Boxing
Thursday:
Year 7 Boys: 3.15pm-4.15pm – Rugby (RFU Injury Prevention Programme)
Year 8 and 9 Boys: 4.15pm-5.15pm – Rugby (RFU Injury Prevention Programme)
What did our students think to our first virtual club?
“I enjoyed doing exercise with new people”
“I really like how we can get active with the teachers and exercise”
“It was really fun and it is nice to see everyone and it is nice to get active”
“It was really good and I really enjoyed it”
“I enjoyed doing Zumba with everyone because I haven’t been doing much”
“I liked seeing people”
“I enjoyed doing exercise together”
“There was no right and wrong and it was really fun”
“I loved it all, it was so much fun”
“It gave me some of my confidence back”
“It was a great way to stay active”
What did some of our parents think?
“Just to pass on my thanks for the boys active boxing session this evening. My child really
enjoyed the session and in the current climate it’s great to see the school going over and above.
Thanks again to all involved in the organisation of the session.”
“Thank you and thank you to the person running it- it was a brilliant session, ollie did really enjoy it and kept showing
me what he was doing”
“Thank you – my child really enjoyed it!”
“They are already looking forward to next week”
If you have any questions, please get in touch with Beth Smith b.smith@ivanhoe.co.uk . We would love as many of
our students to get involved as possible!

Stay safe and best wishes,
Mrs. Allford
Headteacher

