
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
What a fantastic start to the new school year.  It has been wonderful to meet our new Year 
7 students and welcome back our Year 8 students.  I am very proud of all our students – 
new and returning – for following the Ivanhoe Way for the first few days we have spent 
back at school: whether coming in for testing or in classes.  We are so looking forward to 
having our Year 8 students return on Tuesday and Year 9 students on Wednesday. 
 
Just a few updates from me this week: my normal fortnightly updates will continue as we 
move though the school term.   
 
 
  
 
We have opened our COVID testing centre to Year 9 students on Tuesday 31st August.  200 slots were available in the 
first instance, and booking links for these slots were sent to parents/carers yesterday. 
 
Students who were unable to get or attend an early slot on Tuesday need to arrive at school from 8am on 
Wednesday 1st September, where they will be tested ready for a prompt start to the school day.  This means ALL 
Year 9 students will be in school all day on Wednesday; with no need for walkers to arrive later (as previously 
communicated).  
 
 
 
 
A huge thank you to all of our parents, carers and students for such excellent adherence 
to our uniform standards.  All students have looked smart and ready to learn and we 
had only minor issues as our first two year groups returned.  Thank you and well done.   
 
We expect that all students to attend school in full school uniform including school 
shoes which comply with our uniform policy. 
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/policies/uniform-policy A gentle reminder that all shoes must be plain black in leather or 
leather look and be able to be polished. We DO NOT accept trainers or canvas shoes.  
 
Some subject specific information on uniform: 
 

 Design, Science and PE: all long hair must be tied up for these lessons.  If students wear their hair down, a 
hair tie / bobble must be brought into school and hair must be tied up during these lessons. 

 

 PE: On the days when your child has PE, we will expect students to come to school in their Ivanhoe PE kit. 
Your child should check their timetable to find out what days they have PE. 

 
Your child will also need a warm waterproof coat so that they can remain outside for breaks and lunches.  All 
classrooms will continue to be well ventilated. It is advisable to purchase the V neck Ivanhoe jumper to wear 
beneath the blazer or warm underwear so that your child remains at a comfortable temperature when the weather 
turns colder. 
 
 
 
 
You will no doubt be aware of the change in guidance to self-isolation from Monday 18th August.  Please ensure you 
have read the latest guidance which is available on our website: https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/more/covid-absence  
Please be reminded that if students are displaying any symptoms of COVID -19, they must NOT attend school. 
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If your child is required to self-isolate at home, they will return to their Ivanhoe Remote Learning portal and continue 
with the work that students in school will be doing. They must check their emails every day if they feel well enough 
to do so and continue to hand in work as advised by their teachers.  Pre-recorded and directed tasks will be available 
if they are self-isolating following a test. 
 
Whilst in school, the new COVID-19 guidance does not require students to wear masks in school.  However, the bus 
companies are encouraging mask wearing on the school bus although it remains optional. 
 
We will continue to encourage students to handwash and use hand-sanitiser on entry to classrooms. Increased 
handwashing and ventilation across the school will be prioritized.  If your child is sensitive to hand sanitiser, please 
can you ensure they bring a small bottle of sanitiser with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
Our lateral flow testing centre in school has been incredibly busy, welcoming Year 7 and 
Year 8 students. The majority of Year 7s have now had both tests. Year 8 have had Test 1 
and will have Test 2 on Tuesday. A big thank you to all students who have been tested and 
played a part in keeping others protected. In addition, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all of the Ivanhoe staff who have once again volunteered to work in the testing 
centre: their friendly faces and encouragement have made a real difference to students, 
particularly to those who may have been a little anxious taking their tests for the first time.  
 
The testing centre identified a small number of students who, whilst not displaying any 
symptoms, tested positive for COVID-19. These students are now isolating at home.  Any 
close contacts of these students will be contacted by NHS Track and Trace who will provide 
guidance on any necessary isolation.  To help keep our school community safe, we must all 
continue to stay vigilant and test regularly. 
 
After the in-school testing has finished, we will ask all students to resume lateral flow testing at home on Sunday 
evening and a Wednesday evening before they return to school.  The government have stated that it is intended for 
all school students and staff to undertake home testing twice a week until the end of September.  More information 
on home testing can be found on our website: COVID-19 - Home testing kits | Ivanhoe College 
 
 
 
 
 
Our PE team are busy finalising the full timetable of the after school PE clubs which will be offered to students this 
term.  All PE clubs are free: no sign up is required.  Clubs will start w/c 6th September, and more information will 
follow.   
 
In the meantime, Year 7 Boys Football and Year\ 7&8 Girls Netball will start after school on Wednesday 3.05-4.15pm. 
If a student does not have  PE on a Wednesday, they will need to bring their PE kit to get changed into at the end of 
the day. Students are responsible for organising a way to get home after the club has finished. 
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Details on how to complete your child’s homework and diary log can be found in their Knowledge Planner. They will 

go through this in their form time with their tutors. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
As we head into our first full week of school, please find below some reminders of our procedures and the running of 
the school day.  Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s form tutor if you have any questions relating to your 
child in these first few weeks back at school. 
 
Arriving at School Procedure 
Students must arrive on site between 8.15 – 8.35am, unless arriving on a bus.  Students must walk directly to school 
and not congregate in groups. We require all students to be in their assembly points in the back playground by 8.35 
to ensure a smooth start. 
•             Year 7 students will assemble on the Tennis Courts 
•             Year 8 students will assemble on the Playground 
•             Year 9 students will assemble on the Astro turf pitch/field 
 

 

Reminders of our procedures and the school day 

Homework Procedures 



 
 
 
During the school day 
Timetable 
Your child(ren) can find their Timetables on Moodle.  On their first days back in 
school, students have already had extended form time with their tutor to run 
through some reminders about school routines and organisational structures.  
 
Equipment 
Your child must bring to school every day: 

 A sturdy school bag – rucksacks are the best choice. 

 A waterproof coat; 

 A reusable water bottle; 

 A planner (which we provide); 

 A pencil case equipped with a black or blue pen plus spares, pencil, rubber, ruler, pink pen (no sharpeners 
please); 

 A small bottle of hand sanitiser is recommended if they have sensitivity issues; 

 An age appropriate reading book. At Ivanhoe, we are a reading school and our recent research into what 
constitutes to best progress and learning in all subjects has meant that reading is a priority in this next 
academic year and ongoing. 

 A small bottle of hand sanitiser is recommended if they have sensitivity issues; 

 An age appropriate reading book. At Ivanhoe, we are a reading school and our recent research into what 
constitutes to best progress and learning in all subjects has meant that reading is a priority in this next 
academic year and ongoing. 

 
Breaks and Lunches 
Ivanhoe runs a split lunch to reduce queuing and give students more outside space to run around. Your child will be 
assigned their lunch and break slots on their timetable.  
 
Early break is at 10.00/Late Break at 11.00 – 20 mins 
 
Early lunch is at 12.20/Late lunch is at 1.20 – 45 mins 
 
Year 7 will always have early break and early lunch.  
Year 9 will always have late break and late lunch. 
Year 8 breaks and lunches will vary on alternate weeks. 
 
All of year 7 have either a fingerprint or card to use on the dining system.  There will be a catch up session for any 
Year 7 students who have been absent from school.  Payments for the dining system can be made on Wisepay – 
more information is available on our website: https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/using-wisepay 
 
Departure from school 
All walkers will be dismissed from class at 3.05. Those students who catch the bus will remain in classrooms until 
their bus is called. 
 

 
Thank you to all of our parents, carers and students for a fantastic start to the new school year.  I hope you and your 

families have a great bank holiday weekend, and I look forward to seeing all of our students next week. 

 
Stay safe and best wishes 
 

 
Mrs. Allford: Headteacher 
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