
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope that you are well and staying safe.  I think that this has 
been the toughest week so far in this pandemic. Very many in 
our school community have been starting to struggle.  If you 
are finding it hard and need support with your child, please 
get in touch. Our reception is open all day, 5 days a week. Our 
office email is also being monitored and of course, your child’s 
tutor is happy to respond to any concerns or queries. We are here to help.  
 
Yesterday, Ivanhoe College (along with Ibstock Community College and Ashby School) announced that the DfE have 
given their approval to enable the secondary schools in the Ashby and Ibstock area to change the year groups taught 
in each of the secondary schools with a gradual transition from August / September 2022. 
 
Ivanhoe College and Ibstock Community College will both become 11-16 schools, whilst Ashby 
School will become an 11-18 school.  Approval has been granted by the DfE for Ashby, Ivanhoe and Ibstock to 
transfer to LiFE Multi Academy Trust during this academic year. The DfE agreed that the three single academy trusts 
would benefit from joining the Multi Academy Trust together to form a ‘hub’ of three collaborative schools.  To read 
the full communication to parents, please click here: Age Range Change | Ivanhoe College 
 
As Headteacher, I am excited about the transition and the opportunities that age range change will bring for 
Ivanhoe.  You will be hearing more from us on our preparations for Age Range change over the next few months.  I 
am excited to bring all of our students and parents – both current and new – on this journey with us.   
 
A few updates from me this week: 
 
 
 
 

The school experienced a “snow day” on Monday like no other.  With remote learning, it now means that learning 
and a full timetable can continue regardless of the weather.   Does it really mean that the days of snow angels and 
sledging on a school day are lost for ever?   Thanks to our amazing premises team who worked incredibly hard to 
clear the site and make the school safely accessible for us all, we re-opened to our keyworker students on Tuesday.  
It was extremely heartening to see that by 11.30 in the morning on the Monday, nearly 700 students had already 
logged on to Moodle.   
 
 
 
 
For students learning from home, please see the end of this document for our remote learning timetables which 
have been given a fantastic colourful update to help students keep learning.  The timetable is emailed to your child 
every Monday morning by their tutor and will be adapted to reflect any changes for special events over the week. 
 
You will have no doubt heard Boris Johnson announce that schools will not reopen until 8th March at the earliest.  

Our remote timetable will continue after February half term.  In total, there are 20 out of 25 lessons during the week 

where pupils have live virtual access to a teacher – the times of these can be found on your child’s timetable. Invites 

will be sent via email and sessions should show in your child’s Outlook calendar. 

 

 

Leicestershire County Council have confirmed that it is their understanding that there is no need for schools to open 

during the February half term.  We would therefore request that parents / carers of children currently in school (ie 

as a key worker child) make provision for the half term holiday.  Thank you. 

Headteacher’s Bulletin: Friday 29th January 2021 

Snow Day  #nomoresnowdays 
 

Ivanhoe Remote Learning Timetables 

February half term – key worker and vulnerable children 

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/age-range-change


 
 
We are very excited to inform you of our Virtual Careers Day on Tuesday 2nd February where the usual 
timetabled lessons for the morning will be replaced with a series of activities to educate your child about 
careers, employability skills, personal qualities and for year 9s, their GCSE option choices. It would be great if 
you could chat to your child about what they have learnt, and maybe even watch some of the videos, or do 
some of the activities with them. 
 
Our Year 9's will be treated to some special videos from some of our business partners and Leicestershire 
learning providers, who usually come into school to speak directly to students. 
 
We will have dedicated careers area on moodle where we will share all resources with students.  
 
 
 
 
We now have four books ready to be rolled out to students via Streams. New chapters, read by staff at 
Ivanhoe, will be released every few days.  Students use their usual school logins to access it via Moodle.   
https://vle.ivanhoe.co.uk/course/view.php?id=141#section-6  
 
 
 
 
Our students this week have completed a survey on our new platform, Bounce Together. We hope to use this 
platform throughout lockdown and beyond to measure the physical and mental well-being of our students, as 
well as finding out the attitudes of our students and parents on a variety of different topic areas, from attitudes 
to reading to student voice on different aspects of school life. All mental well-being surveys are created by 
mental health practitoners. This will help us to gain some fantastic feedback which we can use to support our 
students in the most effective way possible moving forward and we really appreciate your support with this. 
 
 
 
 
A reminder that both students (through Moodle) and parents (through MyEd) can view house points which 
have been awarded.  Our teachers continue to award house points during remote learning to reward students 
for their efforts.  
 

 
 
 

Throughout the week, Ivanhoe teachers nominate students as Ivanhoe Superstars.  Ivanhoe Superstars are 
students who have been fantastic throughout the week, students who have done some fantastic home 
learning or students who have consistently demonstrated the Ivanhoe Way.  Our Year 8 students have 
stormed the nominations this week – a big well done to the following Year 8 students nominated as this 
week’s Superstars: 

 

  Year 8   
Katie, Martha, Amelie, Eleanor, James, Gabrielle 

 

Ivanhoe Staff Reading 

Ivanhoe Superstars 

Bounce together 

House points 

https://vle.ivanhoe.co.uk/course/view.php?id=141#section-6


 

 
As part of our studies in Beliefs and Values, Mrs. Wild has put together a presentation all about Holocaust 
Memorial Day. Students will have watched this as part of their lessons this week, and will be asked to take part 
in a design challenge. We have already received some fantastic examples.  Click on the link to see the 
presentation and the wonderful examples from the design challenge received so far.   Holocaust Memorial Day 
| Ivanhoe College 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Active Minutes 

Holocaust Memorial Day Assembly 

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/holocaust-memorial-day
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/holocaust-memorial-day


 
 
Our Year 8 English students have been writing some beautiful sonnets.  Here are just a selection.  What talented 
students we have here at Ivanhoe! 
 

The Seasons 
In autumn the soft green 
leaves change, they die 
Though pretty the dead 
leaves crowd the cold floor 
All colourful plants start to 
wilt and cry 
The wind turns chilly and not 
mild anymore 
Then the bitter cold arrives 
as fall leaves  
A fresh new chill freezes me 
to the bone 
The new icy frost spreads like 
a disease  
An old frosted car starts with 
a long groan 
The spring attempts to grasp 
at the warm sun 
But does not succeed when 
rain pours down 
As thick dark clouds spread 
the sun starts to run 
Rain covers flowers and they 
start to drown 
These may not be pleasant, 
try as they might 
But true beauty is when 
summer spreads her light 
 

The 2020 sonnet  
A deadly virus that shocked 
many nations 
Spreading and killing 
everything shutdown 
Sending us into self-isolation 
Maybe announcing another 
lockdown 
Rainbows and clapping for 
the NHS 
Captain tom walking lengths 
of his garden  
Bushfires and BLM protests 
Less cars means a reduction 
of carbon 
More people redundant and 
on furlough 
Online shopping became an 
addiction 
Finding more hobbies and 
making bread dough 
Constantly awaiting new 
restrictions 
The ongoing pandemic brings 
people fear 
 Let’s hope that this will be a 
better year 
 

Sonnet 2700 
They say this planet is 
thriving right now. 
They think the fields are 
healthy not fallows. 
They pretend they know why 
what and how. 
They act like no generation 
follows. 
Glaciers are melting due to 
the heat here, 
Polar bears and penguins 
now have no home. 
Plastic polluting oceans far 
and near, 
Turtles suffocated by what 
we’ve thrown. 
People driving leaving fumes 
in the air,  
Poisoning it until no breath is 
left. 
People are cutting down 
trees. They don’t care. 
Oxygen being stolen like its 
theft. 
Ignorance has now 
destroyed most of it, 
But we’re the last hope to 
save the planet. 
 

My Lovely Cat 
I look at my beautiful cat 
named Thor 
His bright green eyes sparkle 
like the warm sun, 
He walks through the front 
door with cold, wet paws 
He sprinted round the 
garden having fun. 
He follows us on walks; he 
swings his tail, 
His nose a raindrop on the 
bark of a tree, 
His loud ear-piercing squeaks 
like a child’s wail, 
As he struts around the 
streets he feels free. 
Which place will he choose 
to sleep in today? 
A box, or the sink, or my 
warm, cosy bed? 
Food left to go dry as he 
walks away 
His soft padded paws; 
everywhere he treads. 
He loves having cuddles on 
rainy days, 
My pretty cat, I love his 
unique ways. 
 

 
 
 
 
CAMHS Professionals have released some great ideas on how to relax during these challenging times, which are 
brilliant for adults and children alike! They have also shared some interesting information about 6 ways in which 
singing can improve your mental health. 
 

     
 
Stay safe and best wishes,  
Mrs. Allford: Headteacher 

Sonnets – Year 8 

Mental wellbeing 



 



 



 


