
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that you are all safe and well.  Your children are continuing to work hard at 

school and will deserve their holiday.  

You will be aware that schools have been instructed by the government to carry out 

LFT on return to school in January.   

As a community we will need to be nimble in our response to the uncertain picture 

created by the Omicron variant. The reason for this is the uncertainty about the 

impact of Omicron and what the public health response to that will be. We know that it spreads more easily but we 

do not know the degree to which it causes severe disease and how this is affected by vaccination status. The 

difficulty we have is that greater certainty over these issues will probably crystallise over the Christmas period and 

therefore public health measures will probably be adapted during this time period also. Our response needs to be 

proportional to the risk and these public health measures, balancing the chance of lost schooling due to enforced 

isolation and subsequent in-school transmission and the lost schooling due to staggered starts. Half a school out for 

a day or two is a huge number of days lost, and cannot be taken lightly. Every time we tell pupils (and parents) that 

they don't have to come to school on what would be a school day, we inadvertently say a day or two lost doesn't 

matter; we diminish our own value. We don’t want that at Ivanhoe.  

It is not clear at the moment whether the testing is to be barrier testing – meaning that students need to be tested 

BEFORE return to school or whether we can test during students’ first day back.   As such we have a Plan A and Plan 

B in place at Ivanhoe.  

Plan A – all students return as normal on Tuesday 4th January and we test once they return to class. This is our 

current thinking.  

Plan B – students’ return to school will be phased to prevent in-school transmission.  If this has to be case, this will 

be confirmed as soon as possible with you.  Please keep checking the website and your inbox during the Christmas 

break in case greater controls measures are needed at Ivanhoe.  

 
A few further updates from me for this week, and keep an eye out for our end of term newsletter next week. 
 
 
 
 
It was fantastic to be able to run a Christmas Concert this year.  What an evening!  Thank you for your support and 
for the performing arts team who managed to work around Covid restrictions to put on an event. More photos and 
videos coming soon.  
 

 
 

Headteacher’s Bulletin: Friday 10th December 

Christmas Concert 



 
 

 
 
Mrs Boussida's year 8 Science group tried out a 
new revision strategy this week. Look at how 
amazing their work is!  This is an excellent 
development of skills that will help them when 
they do their GCSEs.  
Good luck for your assessment on Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for attending the drop-in session on Wednesday if your student is attending Ivanhoe in year 10. If your 
child is going to Ashby then there will be information coming out from Ashby school very soon which will we share 
with you. Exciting times ahead.    
Transition Days from Year 9 into Year 10 will take place on: 
Wednesday 29th June and Thursday 30th June 
For general queries about Year 10 options please contact the following:  
Ivanhoe d.berrow@ivanhoe.co.uk or your child’s academic mentor. 
Ashby School  p.newman@ashbyschool.org.uk  
 

 

 
The Student Voice survey on Reading is now live on Bounce Together. Students can log in using their Ivanhoe log-in 
credentials – remember to choose to log-in via Microsoft – and the survey should take no more than five minutes. This 
is a fantastic way for students to have their voices heard and to have a hand in improving the delivery of our curriculum. 

 
 

 
Students should continue to test at home on Sunday and Wednesday evenings and report 
the results to school. Our website contains further details on home testing, including links 
to reporting results, helpful instructional videos, FAQs and further guidance.  Click here to 
go to our home testing website page. 
 
A reminder that if your child has COVID-19 symptoms, they must not attend 
school. They must self-isolate and a PCR test should be arranged. Lateral 
flow tests should not be used for people who have symptoms of COVID-19. 
 
However. Under-18s don't have to self-isolate after contact with a positive case, even if 
they are not vaccinated, although they are advised to take a PCR test.  (unless they are symptomatic). 
 
Please inform the school immediately when test results from a PCR test are 
received (whether positive or negative). Results should be sent to covidresults@ivanhoe.co.uk . 
 
 
Stay safe and best wishes 

 
Mrs. Allford, Headteacher 

COVID-19 Home Testing 

Reading Survey – Ivanhoe is a reading school 

Options – Year 9 next steps 
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