
 
 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
Very exciting news this week as we had a visit from an inspector for JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications). He 
spent 2 ½ hours looking at our facilities and questioning our policies and procedures in preparation for being 
awarded exam centre status. He went away very pleased with the preparations we have made so we are ready 
for the future of Ivanhoe as an 11-16 provision delivering GCSE exams. It feels like it has been a long time in 
coming. Current students already benefit from this change in status – particularly in Year 9 - whereby our 
curriculum has shifted towards GCSE assessment criteria and the conviction our staff feel as they look forward 
to teaching Year 10.  
Please don’t forget to check out our February newsletter with full details of some brilliant events most recently 
and also those planned for the future.  
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/user_uploads/files/newsletter%202020-2021/feb%202022(1).pdf 

A few more updates from me below.  

 
 

From Monday 21 February, the Government removed the guidance for staff and students in most education and 

childcare settings to undertake twice-weekly asymptomatic testing. The education testing delivery channels will 

remain open so that staff and students of secondary age and above can access tests if needed to respond to local 

public health advice, in particular in relation to outbreaks. Staff and students are also able to access test kits from 

their local pharmacy or online. 

Changes to self-isolation and daily testing of close contacts 

From Thursday 24 February, the Government removed the legal requirement to self-isolate following a positive test. 

Adults and children who test positive will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other 

people for at least 5 full days, and then continue to follow the guidance until they have received 2 negative test 

results on consecutive days. At Ivanhoe we would welcome your support in continuing to self-isolate for 5 days if 

your child has Covid symptoms.  In the guidance, the government has stated that close contacts under 18 no longer 

need to test daily for 7 days, Contacts will no longer be required to self-isolate or advised to take daily tests. Staff, 

children and young people should attend Ivanhoe as usual as long as they aren’t symptomatic.  

 
 

 
Fantastic news for our PE teams who became Champions of the 
North West Leicestershire School Sports Partnership. We now head 
into the County Competition. Well done to the girls and boys who 
took part.  
 

 
 
 

Please remember that parents can contact subject teachers at any 
time with regard to their child’s progress.  We welcome parent 
engagement and staff will respond to emails after the teaching day.  
If you are not sure who to contact then please email your child’s 
tutor or head of progress who will pass on your query to the relevant subject teacher.  
Year 7 a.stevenson@ivanhoe.co.uk  
Year 8 r.watson@ivanhoe.co.uk  
Year 9 s.mills@ivanhoe.co.uk 

Headteacher’s Bulletin: Friday 25th February 2022 

Living with Covid - Changes to testing in education care services 

Sports hall Athletics Competition 

Student Progress Information 
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Many thanks to those of you who responded to our communication survey. We had over 200 

responses to the survey.  There were some key pointers for us to review and improve on.   
 

You said we need to … So we have … 

Streamline our communication – some 
parents felt that information came in 
too many formats eg texts, email, MY 
Ed, planner. 

Planned some further staff training so that staff know which format is 
best for particular areas of communication to best meet the needs of 
parents.  
This an area where we are making some headway but there is more to 
do.   

Improve our information about 
progress – some parents felt that they 
didn’t have enough information about 
how their child is doing. 

Scheduled student reports in the next two weeks following our mid-
year assessments.  
Added an additional parents’ evening in May so that parents can have a 
second parent meeting if needed. 
Reminded parents that they can email their child’s teacher at any time 
with a query  

Make our communication more 
personal – some parents felt that our 
MY ED app led to automatically 
generated messages that didn’t feel 
pertinent to their child. 

Decided to provide more training on our MY ED app to use the full 
functionality and raise the issue of more a personalised approach with 
teachers.  

Homework isn’t clear for parents – 
some parents felt that it was hard to 
work out exactly what their child 
needed to do. 

Decided to investigate a homework app to support parents to track 
homework. 
Reminded subject teachers and tutors to monitor homework and make 
sure it is recorded in the planner even if reminders have been sent 
home via my ed.  

 
These are worrying times with the happenings in Ukraine. Your children will be asking questions at home as they are 

in school.  We are providing our staff with a range of age appropriate resources to deal with their questions. Please 

contact me if you would like more information or help in addressing the issues that are currently dominating the 

news.  

I hope that you or your family are not personally affected by what is happening in Ukraine. We have staff at school 

who have relatives in the affected areas and we are working with them to support as best we can.  

As always, thank you for your support and stay safe,  

 

Mrs. Allford, Headteacher 

Communication Survey Feedback 


