
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As the weather has taken a turn with the unusually early snow, 
we have been reviewing our ‘School Closure for Bad Weather’ 
Protocol. In the event of bad snow, the school site and transport 
arrangements will be assessed to see if it is feasible to remain 
open. If the decision is made to close the school, a text message 
will be sent to parents and a snow closure alert added to the 
website. Teachers will email students directly to their school 
email addresses with work to complete remotely with instructions 
of how completed work should be returned.  
 
Can I please remind parents again that a waterproof coat is an 
essential part of school uniform. We are having too many 
students arrive at school cold and damp, which then has a detrimental effect on learning for the whole day. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
On Tuesday’s snowy day, we let students play with the snow at break and lunch on the Astro and tennis 
courts. This proved very popular as you can see from the photo, but we discoraged snowballing at other 
times. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who donated and bought cakes last week, we raised an impressive £405! Well 
done everyone. 
 

Don’t forget that school will be closed the staff and students next Friday (29th 
November) at Ivanhoe and across the LiFE MAT.  
 

Lost Property 
 
We have a huge amount of lost property in reception.  With the weather already 
dropping to minus temperatures, can we politely ask that students come and reclaim 
their coats and other items 
 

Ashby Food Bank Collection Next Week 
 

Ashby Food Bank have reached out to ask if we can support them with their 
Christmas collection for local people in need.  
 
The main collection will be taking place on Thursday 28th November, however, 
if students would like to bring things in earlier, they can bring donations to their 
form room throughout the week. Please do not bring to reception.  
 
The picture contains items from the Christmas wish list. If you are able to donate 
it would be very appreciated, but we completely understand that this is 
something that not everyone can afford to donate too.  
 
 

 



  

   

 
 
 
 
STEAM Show 8 
 
In assembly this week, students old and new, learnt all about our 
amazing STEAM Show competition, which is going into its 8th 
year.  
 
Open to students of all ages and abilities it is a wonderful 
opportunity for individuals or small groups of students to showcase a project of their choosing. If your child 
is even a little bit curious about getting involved, please encourage them to come to the launch meeting on 
3rd December to find out more details.  
 

Inspiring Young Voices Update 
 
Ivanhoe Students Embrace 
Leadership Training with 
Citizens UK 
 
At Ivanhoe School, we are 
committed to empowering our 
students to become active 
leaders who shape their 
communities positively. 
Recently, our Key Stage 3 
students took part in a dynamic 

training session led by Daniel Mackintosh, from Citizens 
UK, focusing on leadership, teamwork, and creating change 
that matters. 
 
The training was designed to help students understand the 
principles of community organizing and develop practical 
skills to lead initiatives effectively. Over the course of the 
session, they explored what it means to be a leader, how to 
connect with others, and ways to drive collective action. 
The session began with activities designed to help students 
identify their strengths as individuals and as a team. 
Through interactive workshops, they practiced 
communication techniques, including active listening and 
storytelling, to build trust and connect with peers. These 
foundational skills will not only support them in this 
project but will also prepare them for challenges in and 
beyond school life. 
 
We also listened to student concerns around lunches and 
fed back to them the outcomes from their requests. We 
hope that you will agree that the changes we have made 
will make a difference, but rest assured that we will 
continue to monitor the situation and make changes again 
if needs be. 
 
 

 
 
 



  

   

 
 
 
 
Year 10 Science/Careers Visit 

 
Our Year 10 Triple Science students were lucky enough to have a 
Michelle Fretwell from the NHS talk to them about the workings 
of the heart to enhance their understanding of this element of 
the GCSE biology curriculum.  
 
In addition, she answered 
questions about her job, 
qualifications etc which helps 
highlight for students those 
important links between 
school learning and future 
careers. 

 
 

Inter-house Writing Competition for Black History Month 
 
Well done to all of the students who took time to enter our Inter-House Writing Competition, in 
conjunction with the Benjamin Zephaniah Young Writers Competition at Birmingham University.  
First place went to William in Year 7, 2nd place to Talia in Year 8 and 3rd place to Miley in Year 10. 
We hope that you enjoy reading the pieces from William and Talia below. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

   

 

 

 

 
Scholastic Half Price Book Fair 4th-11th December. 

 
We are pleased to see the return of the popular half price book fair.  
With a large range of age appropriate books for students to browse and buy it is always 
extremely popular.  
 
More details to follow closer to the time about payments and ordering. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Toys on the Table Collection – Mon 4th November – Friday 6th December. 
 

Don’t forget to keep bring in your donations to Toys on the Table.  

Just a reminder that all donations must be new/unused.   

 

Thank you in advance for all of your support for this wonderful 

charity.The collection so far: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Current Vacancies  
 
Have you ever wanted to work in a school? We currently have some non-teaching 
vacancies available including Cover Supervisor and Exams Officer.  
 
Check out our Careers Portal on e-teach for further details. Careers at Ivanhoe 
School - Ashby-de-la-Zouch, United Kingdom, LE65 1HX | eteach 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/ivanhoe-co/
https://www.eteach.com/careers/ivanhoe-co/


  

   

 

 

 

Reminder – 2pm Finish for Professional Development of School Staff 

All LiFE MAT schools will be finishing early on the following dates to facilitate Cross- MAT professional 
learning opportunities for our staff. 
 
 

• 14/11/2024  
• 16/01/2025  

• 13/02/2025  
• 13/03/2025  

• 08/05/2025  
• 26/06/2025 

 

 
Finishing the school day at 2 pm offers significant benefits for teachers by providing dedicated time for 
professional learning that includes both subject-specific training and career development.  

 

Family Bingo Night -Cancelled 

Sadly’ due to poor ticket sales we have had to take the unfortunate decision 

to cancel the Family Bingo night. 

Thank you to those who did purchase tickets. We are in the process of 

arranging your refunds via Wisepay. Please bear with us. 

We will try out another family event in the New Year.  We would love as 

many parents as possible to take part. 

 

 

 

 

PSHRE and Wider Personal Development 
 
Please find below information about next week’s topics for PSHRE.  If you have any 
queries regarding these, please contact our subject leader Claire Gee on 
c.gee@ivanhoe.co.uk.  The curriculum resources for these all lessons are available 
for parents on request. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Ivanhoe Way Focus 
 
Throughout the year in form time, we look at practical ways that the ‘Ivanhoe Way’ can be applied to help 
students achieve and be happy learners. Next week we will be focussing on: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 PSHRE Topic RE Topic 
Year 7 What is Bullying (part 2) Midyear Review 
Year 8 Laws of drugs and alcohol Midyear Review 
Year 9 Body Image Issues Midyear Review 
Year 10 Eating Disorders Midyear Review 
Year 11 Careers Education Midyear Review 

Reflect and Improve 

mailto:c.gee@ivanhoe.co.uk


  

   

 
 
 
 
What’s Coming Up 
 

Toys on the Table Gift Collection November 4th -December 6th 

Year 9 Online Parents Evening Thursday 28th November 

Disaggregated Training Day – School Closed Friday 29th November 

STEAM Show launch meeting Tuesday 3rd December - lunchtime 

Christmas Concert Thursday 5th December 

Year 11 Geography Field Trip Wednesday 11th December 

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 12th December 

Year 11 Face to Face Parents Evening Thursday 12th December 

Golden Ticket Reward Event Tuesday 17th December 

Year 11 Online Parents Evening Wednesday 18th December 

School Closes for Christmas Holidays Friday 20th December 

 
That’s all for this week.  Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Mrs Allford – Headteacher 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  

   

 
 
 
Community News 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 Mrs Allford and a group of  
                                                                                 Ivanhoe Staff will be taking  
                                                                                 part……come and join us. 
 


