Prospectus

WELCOME
I would like to introduce you to Ivanhoe College and the wide range
of educational opportunities we provide for students aged 11-14. We
describe ourselves as being on a ‘Journey to Excellence’ both as individuals,
and working together as a highly successful school community.

Journey to Excellence
On our journey we will:
• learn together, ensuring everyone experiences success
• build a rich and creative learning community enhanced by technology
• value everyone and embrace diversity
• provide a safe and caring environment
• build strong partnerships and look to the future

“The Principal’s
leadership
has created
a positive
environment in
which to learn.
She leads by
example and is
approachable:
she listens
to the views
of students,
teachers and
parents.”
Ofsted
March 2014

We recognise that the transition from primary to secondary school is a big
step and so we work hard to ensure that your child settles quickly into the
life of Ivanhoe and goes on to have a happy, fulfilling and successful time
with us.
I am proud of our highly skilled and dedicated team of teachers and
support staff who work to help our students reach their potential.
We expect and achieve high standards for students whatever their
circumstances or ability. Every child is treated as an individual; we develop
positive attitudes, insist on high standards of behaviour and quality of
work.
We want the same things that you want for your child. We understand the
importance of developing an effective partnership with parents/carers.
We hope that you will feel involved in and well informed about the work
of Ivanhoe and therefore play an active part in supporting your child(ren)’s
educational ‘Journey to Excellence’.
After reading our prospectus please come and see for yourself all that we
have to offer you and your child. I encourage you to
come to our Open Evening which is held in September.
Additionally please do not hesitate to contact us if you
would like to visit Ivanhoe at another time. You can
also find out more about us through our website.
We look forward to meeting you
Anne-Marie Blewitt

Teaching and Learning
“Lessons are interactive - we are made to think rather than just being told”
Year 9 Student
We regard our teaching staff as our greatest resource and we are proud of the quality of teaching and
learning at Ivanhoe. We also have excellent learning resources, including the latest in technology, well
equipped classrooms and extensive outside spaces and playing fields. There are displays of pupils’ work
throughout the school celebrating their effort and achievement.
Lessons are engaging, challenging and relevant. They help our young people develop the skills they need
for GCSEs, A levels and the world of work. Students are
keen to learn, behave very well and are proud of their
school.

Everyone knows our TLC rules:
• Try hard to do your best
• Listen to and follow instructions
• Care for others and show respect
Our smart and practical school uniform ensures students
are ‘dressed for success.’ As a result our students develop
as confident, articulate and independent young people
who understand their place in society.
We know that teaching and learning are joint activities.
Relationships between staff and students are very strong,
based on mutual respect. We are totally committed to
the health and wellbeing of our students. We are a ‘positive language school’ and challenge all forms
of bullying, prejudice and discrimination. New students settle in quickly, are actively welcomed by older
students, and feel safe and supported. Students know that all staff are accessible and caring.
When you walk around Ivanhoe and talk to students you hear enthusiasm and excitement. They will tell you
that their teachers know them as individuals, challenge them to be the best they can be and support them
with their learning and when they have difficulties. We want them enjoy their education, grasp opportunities
and strive for excellence.

“There is a clear vision and
ambition for the future
development of the academy, and
governors have demonstrated the
capacity to make improvements
quickly.”
Ofsted March 2014

“The
relationship
between teachers
and students is a
particularly strong feature
of the academy. This means
that students engage well
with their learning.”
Ofsted March 2014

Curriculum

A Curriculum for Life

Teaching and learning and a rich
curriculum are at the centre of Ivanhoe
life. In this first stage of your child’s
secondary education we provide a broad
and balanced curriculum to meet the
needs of 11-14 year olds at Key Stage 3.
Students build on their learning from the
primary school and acquire knowledge,
skills and experience through traditional
academic subjects. We also have a
programme of Enrichment Days through
the year and a wide range of extracurricular activities, clubs, trips and
visits.
Throughout our curriculum students
also learn how to develop as creative
thinkers, independent enquirers, team
workers,
self-managers,
effective
participators and reflective learners.
They work independently, in groups and
in whole-class situations. Homework
extends learning and consolidates the
work taking place in the classroom.

Discovering Strengths
Our young people discover their strengths and
abilities, so that they can make informed choices
and move on successfully to qualifications at Key
Stage 4.
Over three years your child will study:
• English
• Mathematics
• Science
• Art
• Design and Technology
• Geography
• History
• Religion, Beliefs and Ethics
• Computing
• Modern Foreign Languages
• Music
• Drama
• Physical Education
• Lifeskills
We are fortunate to have a spacious site with
a well-designed building and a range of large
learning spaces tailored to different subjects.

Facilities for Learning
We constantly work to improve the facilities we have and aim to provide the very best learning
environment.
Our excellent facilities include:
• All classrooms with interactive whiteboards and multimedia facilities
• Dedicated suite of science laboratories
• Extensive playing fields and sports facilities, including an astroturf pitch and tennis courts
• Large hall
• Gymnasium, and use of indoor swimming pool at leisure centre next door.
• Drama studios and music suite with instruments, computes, keyboards and practice rooms
• 7 art and design workshops
• Specialist Computing teaching rooms and laptops/tablets across the college using wireless technology
• Refurbished and extended dining spaces

House System
Each tutor group belongs to one of four houses:

		Air
		 Fire
		 Water
		 Earth
Our house system promotes student
involvement
and
provides
leadership
opportunities. Our Year 9 House Leaders are
positive role models throughout the college.
Each tutor group elects Form Leaders who
represent the views of their tutor group at
House Council meetings.

Care and Support
“In a survey all parents agreed or strongly agreed with the statement: ‘My
child is well looked after at this school’ and all indicated that they would
recommend the school to another parent.” Ofsted Nov 2015

Tutor Groups
We know that very child needs personalised support, guidance and encouragement.
At Ivanhoe our team of Form Tutors are at the heart of our learning community.
Your child will join a tutor group and it is usual for the same tutor to remain with the group throughout
their time at Ivanhoe. The tutor is the person in school who knows most about your child and will oversee
their personal and academic development. Our tutor groups are smaller than our teaching groups and are
made up of a mix of students from Year 7, 8 and 9. This means that our new Year 7 students will get to
know students from other years straight away and our older students have an important responsibility to make
every Year 7 student feel welcome and help them settle in quickly.

Meeting the Needs of All
Pupils
We know that young people have
different needs and abilities, learn
in different ways and at a different
pace. We meet the full range of these
abilities through flexible grouping,
differentiated schemes of work and
tailored activities so that all students
can achieve. Progress is carefully
monitored and tracked over the three
years.

Learning Support
Department
We have a Learning Support Department
consisting of specially trained and
experienced teachers and support staff
who work with students who need extra
help with their learning. We aim to ensure
that students follow the same curriculum as
others in the year group wherever possible.
Our building and resources are well suited to
meet the needs of children with disabilities.

High Attainers
We recognise that many of our students
have specific talents and abilities which
we help them discover and develop. We
achieve this through our specialist subject
and extra-curricular opportunities, For
example, students have collaborated
locally with other able students and
have taken part successfully in some
national competitions. We also have links
with universities, including Oxford and
Loughborough.

“All students reported how the academy provides a
welcoming environment for all, regardless of individual
differences.”
Ofsted Nov 2015
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