
Hello Year 9
I hope you are all well and managing to enjoy 

the lovely weather we have been having.

Here are some of mine;

• My dog Max, is loving all the extra walks.

• Giving my husband a list of DIY jobs that he never has time to 

do.

• Having fun with my two girls, in between home schooling and 

teaching myself about Phonics.

• Gardening, my garden has never looked so good!

• Cooking and baking as a family. 

Lockdown has been difficult for us all, but it is important that 

we look at the positive aspects.

What positives can you

think of?



We have been busy 

finding ways to make 

the neighbours smile 

with our Toy Story 

displays.

SO much cardboard 

we’ve been getting 

creative and turning 

them into games.

Our little veg 

patch that the 

girls helped 

with.

Baking is 

one of 

my 

children's 

favourite 

things to 

do.

What I’ve been up to…



But it isn’t always easy!
• Worrying about our loved ones.

• Not seeing our extended family.

• Not seeing our friends.

• Home schooling can be difficult, I’m a teacher but I’m not trained 

to teach my daughters age range. I worry if I’m doing it right.

• Working from home is a juggling act when I have little ones around 

that what my attention.

• Not knowing the plans for the future, all of the uncertainty makes 

me anxious.

• Cutting my husbands hair!



Sounds of lockdown

Quietness, little sound to be heard,

the sky filled with new noises that have always been there.

Busy streets and peoples sound dimmed, or not heard,

less traffic on the road, and none in the air.

People become quiet as they go on their walks,

avoiding each other we don’t stop to talk.

The atmosphere’s sounds are finally heard,

the wind in the trees and the rain on the glass.

We can’t usually hear them- but now they are heard,

I never realised the sound we just pass.

The roar of the sea and the wind in the grass,

it’s quiet but nice as we trot on past.

People tucked away safe and sound,

the nature comes out to enjoy all the sun.

A solemn bird chirping in a tree, makes my heart pound,

never before heard but now, what fun!

I hear sound all around me,

surrounding me like a blanket of happy.

Sound is everywhere, but not the usual,

It’s not busy it’s calm, it’s almost silent.

The puff of a factory would silence, sounds ineffectual,

now the whirr of a wheel is nothing, a shrunken down giant.

The sounds I admire- I hear them so well,

I hope after this I’ll hear them as well.

I can’t imagine a world like the old,

‘a blessing in disguise’ this one can’t be told.

This silence it brings in where there’s so much noise,

it’s beautiful, holding its own kind of poise.

I never imagined a world quite like this,

pollution is dropping and nature’s a bliss.

The silence with noise is so much more fun,

let this it be known for all years to come.

These days may be looked on as the depths of despair,

they’re right, but just once give one thought to spare.

The beauty it gave us and the sounds it brought out,

The sound and its beauty is all that we need now.

Hopefully that’s something we’ll all agree about.

Jess

Awesome 

effort at the 

Year 9 

Graphics Task 

from Lara.  

Miss Konig was 

impressed with 

the use of 

imagery and 

moving parts 

to create her 

film premiere 

invitation.

Jess has written this poem, Sounds of lockdown. I 

have loved hearing the birds chirping too. What 

sounds have you noticed since lockdown?



Nothing to do

Just sitting there watching tv,

Doing our school work, getting on with our day,

Finding ourselves more busy,

But right where we lay.

Nothing to do, nothing to say,

Everyone pulling together,

To help each other,

Everyone pulling together,

Everyone missing their lover.

Nothing to do, nothing to say,

We clap for the heroes,

We bow down to them all,

We wish it could go back to normal,

We could go shopping at the mall.

Nothing to do, nothing to say,

No one can hear you,

No one can see you,

We’re all adapting,

Changing are ways,

All the new skills we’ve learnt,

While hoping this is just a faze.

Nothing to do, nothing to say,

We’re board of the quizzes,

The games, we’ve tried it all,

We’re sick of the sick,

The Endless call,

As time just won’t tick,

The heroes are starting to fall.

Nothing to do, nothing to say,

We will pick up society,

As it tries to mend,

This danger and fear,

Soon it might end.

Nothing to do, nothing to say,

Nothing to do, nowhere to play

By Maddie

Jack has created this fantastic piece of furniture. Great to 

see students putting Design and Technology into action!  

It’s not just a school subject – it’s really useful for lots of 

things. What Art, Design and Technology related 

activities have you been doing?

Maddie has written this poem summarising 

lockdown for her. How would you summarise 

lockdown?



Locked down in lockdown
“Stay inside” “It’s lockdown!” they said,
With nothing to do just lay in your bed.
At first it was exciting, planting some seeds,
Playing in the garden and picking out the weeds.
We are a strange generation, one of a kind,
Walking past your friends house waving hello, but 
through a wall of course, behind the blind.
Calling on zoom, it’s an endless line,
Waking up at twelve and going to bed at nine.
Three weeks in- it’s a repetitive life,
People missing their friends, their kids, their wife.
Boris giving the news every Sunday night,
If someone coughs it gives everyone a fright.
“I miss you lots” “I can’t wait to see you!”
Constantly, everyday, wishing it wasn’t true.
But you’ve got to remember,
Even if you don’t see your friends until school in 
September.
You will tell your grandchildren all your stories,
About how your heroes beat the virus and all their 
glories.
Even if for some people it is fate,
Try to stay positive and clap at eight.
•Alice

Emilia redesigned a book cover for 

the book she has been reading. 

Have you ever judged a book by 

it’s cover? Could you improve your 

books cover?

Alice has written this poem summarising 

lockdown for her. I can relate to walking 

past my friends house and waving. How 

do you feel about lockdown?



Aaron has been 

putting his 

wood work 

stills to use by 

helping to 

build this 

brilliant 

planter. He has 

also been up 

on the roof 

tiling. What 

Art, Design 

and 

Technology 

related 

activities have 

you been 

doing?

We’ve donated a range of PPE equipment 

to our local hospitals. Some local shops 

are making face masks to support the 

community.

A lovely 

Peacock 

drawing by 

James.



Cooper has been busy building a 

perch for his chickens. They have 

grown so much since the beginning 

of lock down. Have you got any 

new pets? Have you build anything 

for them using your Design skills? 

James has designed some innovative 

smart and wearable products for his 

Design tasks. Which pieces of work 

are you enjoying? 



Ivanhoe Way Poem
Science teacher Miss Gee has written this poem about the school closure. 



Zana Fraillon* The Bone Sparrow 

Neil Gaiman Coraline

Phil Earle Being Billy* 

Lindsey Barraclough Long Lankin

Alan Gibbons End Game 

Scott Westerfield Uglies (s) 

John Aggs The Boss (GN) 

Melvyn Burgess Kill All Enemies* 

Jenny Downham Unbecoming* 

Marcus Sedgewick Saint Death 

Malory Blackman Chasing Stars* 

Allen Zadoff The Hit 

Tom Palmer Black Ops (s) 

Sarra Mannimg Nobody’s Girl 

Cliff McNish Savannah Grey 

Anthony McGowan Donut Diaries 

William Osborne Hitler’s Angel 

Dee Shulman Delirium 

Garcia & Stohl Beautiful Creatures

Cassandra Clare City of Bones (s) 

John Boyne My Brother’s name is Jessica 

Marcus Zusak The Book Thief 

John Grisham Theodore Boone series

William Hill After the Fire* 

Sepetys Ruta Salt of the Sea 

Frances Hardinge The Lie Tree * 

Suggestions for good reads:



In your community
 Listening to parents and carers.

 If you are going out remember to be polite and pro-social 

 Ask for help if you are struggling, this could be from someone at home, a 

friend or a teacher.



Your community
Where do you live?

Have you enjoyed a local walk?

Have you explored anywhere new?



What is a good citizen?
 A good citizen is some who respects others and their

property.

 They are helpful and considerate, willing to put others
first.

 They listen to the views of others and thinks about
what they have to say.

 They help people who are not in a position to help
themselves.

 They respect the environment and do not damage it.

 They work hard.

 They are well mannered.

 They are always willing to learn



Good Citizens at 

Ivanhoe might…

 Thank the bus driver for delivering them to school 

safely 

 Wait in turn patiently in the meal queue

 Look after the toilets that they have to share

 Pick up litter even if they haven’t dropped it (we do!)

 Raise the profile of the school in academic, artistic or 

sporting events

 Lay a wreath at the war memorial

 Respect other learners in the classroom by not 

messing about.



Your community
Make a donation, no 

matter how small 

everything is appreciated.

 Supporting each other and local 

businesses.

 Keeping in contact with your 

clubs.

 Taking part in zoom classes.

 Training or practicing at home.



Your local spaces.

Report anti-social behaviour to 

your parents and carers.

 Social distancing at 2meters.

Be mindful of others around you.



If you are worried talk to your parents or carers.

Stay Safe
 Please stay safe when you’re 

out. 

 Be aware of your surroundings 

and don’t follow the crowd if 

you’re unsure.



Organisations 
If you are worried or concerned here are some useful 

organisations who might be able to help. Please speak 

to parents or carers first.



https://www.instagram.com/youngmindsuk/




Take care, stay safe and I hope to see you soon.
Mrs Watson


