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Attendance Matters
As the cold winter, months are upon us we all need to be mindful to look after ourselves in 
both body and mind. In a school as big as Ivanhoe we all need to work together to keep our 
students well and optimise attendance.
Every day missed from school has an impact on your child’s learning and outcomes at GCSE.  
We expect a minimum attendance of 97%.

Follow these tips to keep your family healthy and their attendance high at school.  

Fill up the tanks
A hearty breakfast is important to set you up for the day. If you want an 
extra few minutes in bed why not have your breakfast at school - We offer a 
breakfast club where students can get hot drinks, toast, croissants and bagels. 
Open from 8am every day.

Wash your hands! 
Science has proven that hand washing helps ward off illness. Latest research 
found that students who washed their hands three times a day missed 26 
percent fewer school days and had 22 percent fewer illnesses than those who 
did not. 

Avoiding colds? Don’t avoid the cold. 
Your parental instincts may be telling you that to keep your children healthy; you 
should keep them safely out of the cold. But that can mean long hours staring, 
inert, at a screen, which has multiple negative health implications for your child. 
As long as they are dressed warmly, don’t hesitate to take a foray into the great 
outdoors — or even a quick jaunt to your local park. According to the National Wildlife 
Federation, spending time in nature offers a wealth of health benefits for kids, including 
helping to prevent sleep deprivation, as children need to be outside in natural daylight to 
regulate their internal “sleep clocks.” 

Want more A’s? Get more Zzzz’s. 
There are plenty of reasons to ensure your children are getting the rest 
they need. Researchers have found a link between sleep and cognitive 
abilities. One study found that students who regularly lost just an hour of 
sleep performed at a lower level than their classmates did. Sleep is also important to keep 
your immune system functioning well and help ward off the germs.

Tips taken from greatschools.org
To read more about keeping your family healthy in the winter follow this link. 
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/8-secrets-keeping-family-healthy-winter/



CHILDREN IN NEED

HOUSE NON-UNIFORM STALLS SALE TOTAL RAISED

AIR £185.50 £91.15 £276.65

EARTH £177.02 £91.96 £268.98

FIRE £185.50 £144.80 £330.30

WATER £169.19 £71.20 £240.39

miscellaneous £67.95

GRAND TOTALS £717.21 £399.11 £1184.27



#IvanhoeRemembers

Ashby Remembrance Parade
It was wonderful to see so 
many Ivanhoe students 
at the Remembrance Day 
Parade, not only representing 
Ivanhoe, but with all the 
various groups they are 
members of: Scouting, Girl 
Guiding, Cadets and more. 

Our Year 9 House Leaders and their helpers sold Poppies 
and other merchandise on behalf of the British Legion. 
They raised a total of £95. 66 over the week. 

In the week leading up 
to Remembrance Day we 
had a rock painting Inter-
house competition - the 
ultimate aim being to 
have a number of rocks 
to hide as part of the rock 
hiding movement which 
is sweeping the world. 
Some of these will be 
hidden locally, others will 
travel with our Year 9s to 
Belgium.

We had a great response 
from students, with 
266 rocks in total being 
decorated.
They will go on display in 
school for students to see 
before they are hidden.



Student Council News
Welcome to the first edition this year of Student Council News. My name is Dawn 
Deacon and I am the Ivanhoe Communication Officer. After having supported Ms 
Howick for the last couple of years with Student Council, this year I have taken on the 
responsibility of Leader of Student Voice, so will be looking after the Council as well 
as our Year 9 House Leaders.

It has always been important that the student council at Ivanhoe 
is not tokenistic, and the SLT are strongly committed to listening 
to the student voice; this involves getting feedback on school 
policies, getting students’ involvement in the recruitment of 
new staff, and listening to their ideas of how we can improve the 
school.

This year we will be building in extra opportunities for Student 
Council reps to develop leadership skills, by building in more ice-
breakers and tasks to develop their confidence, listening skills, 
and presentation skills. 

The first meeting on Wednesday 7th November started 
with a welcome, and for new members a clarification of 
the code of conduct and expectations. This was followed 
with an ice-breaker activity in their House Groups - ‘The 
Alphabet Chain ’- the aim of which was for each house to 
get themselves in alphabetical order as quickly as possible.

At this first meeting SLT were keen to get Student Feedback 
about how ‘The Ivanhoe Way’ was working. Split into Year 
Groups and working with the Heads of Progress for those 

years they put together feedback for things that were working well and were becoming well embedded and those 
things that needed tweaking. Overall the feedback was positive and many felt that behaviour around the school 
had seen an improvement and that lessons were calmer and consequences more consistent. The feedback has 
been sent to Senior Leaders and Governors.

Students then spent some time going through the 
plans for Children in Need with their House Leaders to 
arrange donations and help for the stalls on the day.

Finally, students were given a feedback activity to 
share with their forms about Interhouse ideas and 
student rewards.

It really was a full meeting, but I have had so many 
students stop me in the corridors to ask if I have 
confirmed the next meeting date, I think this is a great 
sign that they are raring to go, and keen to make a 
difference to their school.

The next meeting is Monday 3rd December. 



Christmas Concert

Tuesday 11th Dec 7-9pm

Tickets: £3.00 adults
£2.00 Concessions

Buy from music dept 
or reception

The search is now on to find our STEAM 
champions for the 3rd Annual Ivanhoe STEAM 
show. 

Entries are now officially open following 
launch assemblies and a meeting for interested 
students.

If you think your child has got what it takes to 
put together an outstanding presentation in the 
fields of Science, Engineering, Computing, Maths 
or Design, please encourage them to take part. 

There are staff in school ready to help support 
them or alternatively they could work with an 
adult outside of school.

Click here to see more about last year’s winners.



LOROS Mural
Ivanhoe College was very proud to be involved in a collaborative art 
project with Loros and artist Tony Metcalfe. Approximately 6 students were 
involved in our part of the design and 2 students and a member of staff 
were invited to the official unveiling of the piece at the LOROS Hospice. 
The piece was revealed by Lady Gretton



Year 7 Ash had a great Enrichment Day across the English Department. They had excellent opportunities to 
get to know each other better, working in teams looking at films, and performance. They first  developed story 
boards based on different genres and then created short films using the ipads to film and edit. In drama they 
looked at the importance of performance skills, such as voice projection and facing the audience as well as 
some improvisation skills.  

Enrichment Day - November 15th.

NEC Skills Show - Student Report

We were blown away by the wide range of jobs that were represented at the show. From 
psychologists to photographer to plaster to florist – there was every job you’ve ever heard of.
The app we down loaded was brilliant in helping navigate around the show – you had to be selective 
there was so much there. Personally we targeted careers in science and business. 
We found out about the different routes to take into careers which will help with my GCSE choices. 
We got lots of booklets to take away with us. For example; the NHS stand had many more careers 
than just doctors and nurses - there was lots of ideas about other roles within the NHS.  I’ve started 
to think about university courses too – they were really inspirational.
There were a lot of stands where you could take part in activities so you could get a real experience 
of the job e.g. as a TV presenter reading auto cue and the army had a tank and climbing wall you 
could try.
The spotlight talks were very informative – we listened to a talk on brain science. We could see the 
effect of stress on the human brain live on screen as the presenter.
We are so pleased we had the chance to go to the show as not all students have had this 
opportunity before. I think I’m really starting to get an idea of what my future could look like.
Rosie Davies & Izzy Rees- Year 9



Holy Trinity Christmas Tree Festival
Once again our Year 9 House Leaders were on hand to help set up the Christmas Tree Festival 
at Holy Trinity. This annual event has become something for them to look forward to. This 
year they worked hard to help prepare nearly 60 trees, and decorated a number on behalf of 
businesses and individuals who had asked for their sponsored trees to be decorated on their 
behalf.
The trees will be on display until Saturday 8th December, we are particularly pleased with the 
Ivanhoe Tree which is decorated by baubles hand drawn by our students. 

Book Fair in School
 

5th-12th December in the Library
All books half the marked price - Cash only please

Support our school library by buying books 



 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Tuesday 11th December Ivanhoe Christmas Concert
Wednesday 12th December Enrichment Day 3

Friday 21st December Last Day of Term
Monday 7th January 1st Day of Spring Term
Monday 21st January Enrichment Day 4

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am sure you 
will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the start 
of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your child is being 
seriously abused online contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can respond 
promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to respond to emails 
etc. out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 
Deputy Principal

Date Sport/Team Home/
Away

Opposition/ Venue

Thursday 6th 
December

Boys Dodgeball 8,9 Away Castle/Mixed

Thursday 11th 
December

Girls Football 7, 8/9 Home Mixed

SPORTS FIXTURES



Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 

Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct information 
and this has caused confusion for some families.  

In particular please note Easter 2019 may be different to other schools in the area and that 
our Easter 2019 is different from some Leicestershire schools due to the lateness of Easter next 

year. 
Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with  unauthorised 

absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences. 
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue from 

fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings. 


