Newsletter

2nd November 2018

Dear Parents and Carers,
As you know, on Thursday 4th October we had a school inspection from Ofsted. Whilst the report
will not be published officially until 5th November, we are pleased to be able to share with you
some snippets from the excellent report we received and confirm that we have maintained our
Good Status and are continuing our ‘Journey to Excellence’.
Leadership
• ‘You and your leaders have a clear focus on ensuring that teaching is the best it can be.’
• ‘You and your team are ambitious. promoting high expectations for the school community.
When issues arise you are swift to tackle them.’
• Governance is a strength of the school. Governors are skilled and well informed of their
duties.’
Teaching and learning with a focus on more able students and challenge in the classroom.
• ‘Leaders are effective in supporting teachers to improve the quality of teaching and learning
through focused professional development. Talented middle leaders are helping to develop
consistence in practice and much has improved.’
• ‘Work in pupils’ books shows they are given many opportunities to explore ideas in depth.
Subject leaders have worked with other schools in the area to develop a curriculum that is
helping to prepare pupils for the demands of the new GCSE.’
• ‘The majority of pupils are achieving the ambitious target grades leaders have set for them.’
Safeguarding and well-being
• ‘All pupils we spoke to say that they felt safe in school.’
• ‘Pupils say that if they have any concerns about bullying, matters are resolved quickly and
successfully.’
• ‘Parents and carers are very positive about the school, particularly the support provided by
staff.’
As you can imagine, we also have targets to make further improvements, but we are pleased
to say that these are in-line with our own targets from our school development plan, and areas
that we have already started making improvements on.
• These include improving attendance, which you can read more about in this newsletter.
• In regards to improving the progress of our disadvantaged pupils: To address this we have
become the first school in the area to employed a qualified ‘Education Access Worker’ and
we are confident that she will have an impact on improving the attendance and outcomes
for this group.
We will include the full report on our website after the 5th November.
I would finally like to say a huge thank you to our whole school community; our leaders and
governors, teachers, support staff in and out of the classroom and to our students and their
families for continuing to make Ivanhoe an amazing school community.
Anne-Marie Blewitt - Executive Head.		

Alison Allford - Head of School
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Ivanhoe Residential Trips 2018- 2019

Hello parents! My name is Sarah Lane and I am the Educational Visits Coordinator here
at Ivanhoe.
I wanted to pass on our gratitude for the excellent response to our residential trips this
year, so much more interest than in previous years! Thank you.
We are very proud of the residential package we can offer to our students, which is
considerably higher than the national average for secondary schools. In an ideal world,
we would like to be able to offer a residential trip to every student at Ivanhoe who
wants one, but the reality is that with our numbers, I’m afraid this is just not possible.
We are limited by health and safety regulations, staffing volunteers, and venue capacity.
Alongside these restrictions is the consideration we have to give to the stability back at
Ivanhoe when key staff are out on trips.
If your child applied for a place this year and was unsuccessful, I hope they are coming to terms with their
disappointment. We do operate active reserve lists, and more students than you might think end up being
offered a reserve place. And in accordance with our policy, students who were unsuccessful this year will receive
a higher priority when it comes to selection for next year’s trips. Although maybe no consolation to them at the
moment. And just to let you all know, we use randomising software to pull students ‘out of the hat’. If your child
is one of the lucky ones, then I hope they are as excited as we are for the opportunities ahead! Watch out for
messages about payment programmes and parents information evening dates. Remember too that we operate
a number of day trips throughout the year, by way of our enrichment day programme, and these trips have no
limits on student numbers. Watch our next week for more info (via MyEd) on this front.
Thanks once again for the wonderful support of our Ivanhoe parents!

Attendance Rewards

Last term we challenged our students to raise the attendance levels across the
school, and if they did there would be a reward of a whole school non-uniform
day. They rose to the challenge and succeeded and it was a fantastic atmosphere in the school that day. We had a number of spot prizes for attendance
too including a breakfast treat for the top attending form.
When we were thinking about rewarding individuals for attendance we were
conscious to be equitable for all. We recognise that there will be occasions
when students need to have time off; for example for genuine illness or
treatment for medical conditions - our students’ attendance is about more
than a percentage in the data. Therefore, we thought a great way to issues
some prizes on this occasion was to turn to the form tutors who know their students the best. We said,
‘please nominate a selection of students that have either: had great
attendance for them, have improved their attendance or have shown a
great attitude to support the idea that ‘every school day counts.’
These nominees were treated to a doughnut at break-time, handed
out by our Year 9 House Leaders.
We will be continuing to reward great attendance as the year goes
on to help our students understand how good attendance is going to
help their academic success and is going to get them ready for the
expectations of the world of work.
Our next reward day will be on Thursday 8th November - a non-uniform day for Fire House for top
attendance figures up to the end of October.
We thank our parents for supporting our drive to improve attendance; so that we can ensure the best
quality education for your children.

Homework Update
Do you know how much homework your child is getting? Do you know which subjects are setting it?
What about rewards?
At Ivanhoe College we operate a ‘homework bingo’ system that makes it easy for you to see how much homework
your child is doing and to what standard.
Pages 18 and 19 in the planner show you just how much homework your child has completed this year.
•When your child completes a homework they will be awarded 1, 2 or 3 credits by their teacher.
•They can then highlight (or cross-out) the number of codes awarded for that subject; for instance, if they are
awarded 2 credits in English then they can highlight 2 codes with Eng on.
•If they complete a box (6 codes) then they get 6 HPs.
•If they complete a green or purple zone then they get a
bonus 10 HPs!
•If they complete a blue or red zone then they get a bonus
20 HPs!
•The form tutor will give out the HPs during registration and
put a line through any that have been ‘cashed-in’
If your child is regularly completing homework to a decent
standard then they should be filling up the boxes regularly.
What about homework that has been missed?
You can see how many deadlines have been missed via the
MYEd app.

Homework Club.
Ivanhoe Homework Club is in it’s 3rd year and is
a great way to catch up with homework and get
some extra support.
Every Thursday until 4.20pm, we staff the club
with specialists who can help in Maths, English
and Science.
Please email e.boussida@ivanhoe.co.uk for
more information or ask your child to pop along
to D7 on Thursdays after school and check it out.

HALLOWEEN DISCO
We had a fantastic turn out to our Year 7 Halloween
Disco on 30th October, with over 100 students in
attendance. A great night was had by all.
A huge thank you to our Year 9 House Leaders for their
excellent work in their support of the event and their
amazing ‘Scream Corridor’ which helped to start the
night with a bang!
Mr Stevenson

The Big Pink Charity Day

Upcoming Charity Support
Poppy Appeal - Merchandise on sale in school until
Friday 9th November.
Children in Need - Friday 16th November Non-Uniform and Stalls.
Info will be shared with your child in form.

School Nurse Drop In
Did you know we have school nurse on site every Tuesday lunchtime?
1.20-2.05pm in the SLT corridor meeting room.
She can help your child with any issues relating to :
• emotional health
• anxiety
• healthy lifestyle
• anger management.
This video will give you more information about the work of the school nurse
team. https://youtu.be/0-Ua8UNEsy0
There is also an excellent website for young people www.healthforteens.
co.uk
With a student’s permission our staff may work with the nurse to offer
further support for them in school.
If you have concerns about your child you can also speak to your child’s form
tutor who may point them in the direction of the school nurse, or one of our
support workers.
You can also contact the school nurse team directly on 01530 468570, and
leave a message for Tracy Shearer who will get back to you.

Following a promotion onto the SLT. Mrs
Boussida will be taking on the role as Head
of Fire House. She would like to take the
opportunity to say a huge thank you to
everyone in Water House for such a great time
over the years and in particular to her form
WEB. WEB will now be led by Ms Baldaro and
Mr Cox.

Pumkin Carving Interhouse Comp

Well done to all our winners; we hope you enjoyed your Halloween treats.

Ivanhoe Remembers - Rock Comp

Next week our interhouse will be all about Remembrance to
commemorate 100 years since WW1.
We are asking students to bring in a pebble to paint which
will then be sent on a journey into the local community and
further afield encouraging people to share their find on our
school twitter page.
Students will have the opportunity to paint their rock on their assembly day, or they can
complete it at home and bring it in.
The winning design from each house will also be replicated onto a large rock and displayed
in school.
We think that this is a very special project for our students to be involved in.

Artist Visit

On our October Enrichment Day, Year 9 students were lucky enough to work with artist Adrian Moakes on a
collaborative piece that will be translated into a sculpture for Ashby Town Centre. This will be a collaboration
between Ivanhoe and 2 Ashby Primary Schools. The theme was nature and the students worked to draw and
create 3D models of their visions. We will post further details when it is complete.

SPORTS FIXTURES
Date

Sport/Team

Home/
Away

Opposition/ Venue

Thursday 1st
November

Boys Football 7, 8
Girls Netball 7,8,9

Home

Winstanley College

Thursday 6th
November

Girls Hockey 7/8, 9

Away

Ratcliffe College

Thursday 8th
November

Boys Rugby 7,7,9

Away

Brookvale

Weds 14th
November
Tuesday 20th
November

Boys Rugby 7,8

Away

Trent College

Boys Rugby 9

Away

Trent College

Thursday 22nd Boys Basketball 7,8,9 Away
November

Castle Rock/Mixed

Thursday 29th
November

Girls Basketball 7,8,9 Away

Castle Rock/ Mixed

Thursday 6th
December

Boys Dodgeball 8,9

Away

Castle/Mixed

Thursday 11th
December

Girls Football 7, 8/9

Home

Mixed

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am sure you
will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the holidays.
We would therefore recommend that you….
• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the start
of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your child is being
seriously abused online contact the police.
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can respond
promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to respond to emails
etc. out of school hours.
• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.
Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore
Deputy Principal

A REMINDER ABOUT THE PROCEDURE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY IF A
CHILD FEELS ILL.
If your child feels unwell they must go to reception. If it is necessary for the child to be collected
from school the receptionist will contact a named parent/carer to arrange this. Students should
not use their mobiles to call home .
Please remind your child that during the school day all mobile phones should be turned off and
kept out of sight, ideally in the bottom of their bags, in line with the school’s mobile phone policy.

Date

Events Calendar

Sunday 11th November
Thursday 15th November
Friday 16th November
Wednesday 21st November
Thursday 22nd November
Thursday 29th November
Wednesday 12th December

Event

Remembrance Parade starting at
Ivanhoe
Enrichment Day 2
Children in Need
Year 9 Ash Parents’ Evening
Year 7 London Trip
Year 9 Elm Parents’ Evening
Enrichment Day 3

Ivanhoe Term Dates - Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school.
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct information
and this has caused confusion for some families.
In particular please note Easter 2019 may be different to other schools in the area and that
our Easter 2019 is different from some Leicestershire schools due to the lateness of Easter next
year.
Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES

• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with unauthorised
absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences.
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue from
fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings.

