Newsletter

31st August 2018
A warm welcome to new students and huge
welcome back to our Year 8s and 9s. I am very
pleased to have started my new role as Head
of School and look forward to working with
new and existing parents for the best progress
of all students. I will be working very closely
with Mrs Blewitt – Executive Headteacher – as
Included in this
she takes on the joint responsibility of Headissue....
teacher of Ibstock Community College and
Ivanhoe. On a day to day basis I will be dealing
• The Ivanhoe Way
with the operational leadership of the school.
Thank you for your support with uniform on
the return after the summer holidays. Our
student were a credit to us as they came to
school this week.

As we go through the year, watch out for
our regular newsletters so that you are up
to date with key changes and information
and don’t forget that you can also follow
us on Twitter.
Mrs Alison Allford
Head of School.

• Behaviour Policy
Update
• Homework Info
• Building
Improvements
• My-ed
Communication
• and more

Making Contact With School
Please can we ask all parents that if you need to ask a question, or wish to make a
comment about anything to do with school life please either
Phone school on: 01530 412 756
For general enquiries email: office@ivanhoe.co.uk
Or use the clickable email links on our website to contact specific members of staff.
PLEASE DO NOT ASK QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOL TWITTER PAGE.
Thank you for your understanding on this matter.

The Ivanhoe Way
You may have heard your child mention, ‘The Ivanhoe Way’. As you can see on the poster on the
following page, this is a clear guide to how we do things at Ivanhoe College; the expectations we
have for students and the way that we feel that they will achieve the best from their time at the
school.

The Right Attitude

There will be an increased expectation on students to be more responsible in school. We feel that the
guidelines in the Ivanhoe Way are clear to students about how they should behave. We have already
developed a strong culture of pro-social behaviour in the school and the community which will be
further embedded this year. This strong emphasis on respect and doing the right thing, coupled with
a focus on being ready to learn with the right equipment, smart uniform and a strong focus in lessons
will be a key to success. As such we will be recognising students for pro-social behaviour, and singing
the praises of those students putting in the extra effort or achieving well.

Attending Every Day

We want to see a renewed commitment to attendance from all students and parents. Attending
everyday is so crucial to your child’s education. With so much to fit in to our wide and varied curriculum,
regularly missing lessons could see your child fall behind their peers, or having to give extra time to
catch up.
Poor attendance has one of the biggest effects on poor GCSE results: If you have between 96-100%
attendance you have a 73% of gaining 5 good grade GCSEs. If your attendance drops to between
80-90%, then your chances of getting those 5 GCSEs drops to a 35% chance. Let us work together to
ensure your child has the best chances.
We have a huge range of extra curricular clubs in all areas, a thriving and popular library, school
council, fundraising fun days and more. So if your child misses school; in addition to missing out on
crucial lessons, they also will miss out on all the other things that Ivanhoe has to offer. See page 4 for
further details of the importance of attendance and about our ‘Attendance Celebration Day’.

Success

We are confident that your child will succeed at Ivanhoe if they follow the Ivanhoe Way. We will help
and encourage your child to have a growth mindset which will involve a developing a ‘can do’ attitude
to problem solving and resilience to learn from mistakes. We will offer help and guidance when they
need it through our strong network of staff including form tutors and student support workers. All we
ask in return from your child is that they do their best.

In conjunction with the pledge for students to follow the Ivanhoe Way, we will
be will be checking that all students and parents have signed the updated Home
School Agreement in the Student Planner.

The deadline for this is Monday 3rd September

Behaviour Policy
To support developing the Ivanhoe Way we have also reviewed and re-written our behaviour policy (you can read
the whole policy by clicking here)
One of the main changes will be the replacing of our four stage Steps system with our new three stage
Consequence System. This change has been made after many of our students, staff and parents/carers have
expressed understandable concern over the amount of valuable learning missed when a child is placed in an
intervention with a department after receiving a Step 4.
Under the new 3 stage system; should your child reach Consequence 3 usually they will be expected to attend an
additional lesson which will be known as Period 6. Period 6 will be from 3.05pm - 4.05pm.
In Period 6, as far as possible any work missed as a result of having to be removed from a lesson will be completed.
A restorative conversation will take place in the hope of ensuring this sanction will not be needed in the future.
An email will go home to you explaining what has been agreed to in this conversation, which will enable you to
re-emphasise this when your child returns home.
Period 6 attendance will be compulsory. You - as a parent/carer - will always have at least 24 hours notice prior
to its application. Should you have any questions regarding this change we recommend that you read the policy
in full as this will probably answer them. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any further
clarification.

Tutor groups, Houses and assemblies
Our vertical tutor groups help students in Years 7, 8 and 9 to get to know each other and to
mix positively around the college. We would like to thank all our Year 8 and 9 students who
have been so helpful and welcoming to Year 7 students. Well done to Year 7 students who have
managed to find their way around the college so quickly this year.
We have established a new House Assembly routine in the mornings:
Air - Tuesday (House Link- Emma Cresswell)
Water - Wednesday (House Link - Sarah Lane)
Fire - Thursday (House Link - Alison Allford)
Earth- Friday (House Link - David Berrow)
Each assembly starts at 8.45am prompt, and students need to remember which day their
assembly takes place and go straight to the Hall before this time, ideally by 8.40am.

Punctuality
The vast majority of students are here on time and are punctual to their lessons and we thank
them and their parents and carers for this. However, a small minority of our students are
regularly late and we will be working with them to improve this and if necessary sanctioning
them. Could we ask all parents and carers to ensure that their child arrives by 8.40? If you drive
them to school, we would ask you to allow time for slight delays when traffic is heavy. Thank you
for your support.

Being prepared for learning – Pencil case, equipment, planner
It is essential that all students are prepared and equipped for the learning in all subjects.
Obviously being organised about bringing PE kit is part of getting the most out of PE lessons.
Similarly, in all classroom based lessons students are expected to start the lesson having their
pencil case and planner ready on their desk.
As a further support for students and parents we now sell pencil cases, filled with essential
equipment and in house colours, in reprographics as well as selling pens, pencils and rulers.
They can be paid for using Wisepay, in cash and also with Housepoints. Please check that your
child has a full set of essential equipment in a pencil case every day so that they will have
everything they need for their lessons.
It is essential that your student has their planner with them at all times. Lost planners will
need to be replaced.
To keep our standards high, we will continue to check punctuality, equipment and uniform
regularly, in morning registration, all lessons and assemblies.

House Points
House Points are awarded electronically by staff. House points are given to reward students
in a range of ways, such as for good work, effort, homework and any positive contributions
to college life. House points are counted each week and the students with the most house
points for the previous week will be shown on our reward board and on our electronic displays
around school.
As students build up the number of house points they will once again be able to exchange
them in our popular Rewards Shop for reward items or activities. The Rewards Shop is open all
year at break time on your child’s House assembly day.

Fast Track
You may have noticed a subject called Fast Track on your child’s timetable. This is a curriculum
area allowing us to offer extra English and Communication skills in place of their MFL lessons.
It means that your child will have only one lesson of French per week which will be largely
conversational, and the other two lessons will build literacy and learning skills with specialist
teachers. If your child has been selected to do Fast Track and you require more information,
please contact d.berrow@ivanhoe.co.uk.

Homework Policy
Our Homework Policy was developed just over a year ago and took into account the views of
parents from comments and questionnaires at Parents’ Evenings. You can see the policy on our
website (click here ) .As part of the policy we have a weekly homework guide (see below) All
students are expected to record homework details in their planner and complete homework on
time. Please look out for your child’s Homework Bingo card in their planner (pages 18 and 19)
which students will be encouraged to complete as a way of gaining extra House points for their
work. It will also allow you to keep track of how much homework your child is completing.

Weekly Homework Guide
The homework guide below gives a suggested pattern for Homework in each subject in each year and
should be read as a rough outline of when homework can be expected. As the curriculum does not always
neatly follow this pattern there may be some deviation from this. However there is still an expectation
that students will be completing homework for each subject on the guide each week.

Weekly Homework Guide 2018/19
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

7a

French

English

Science

Maths

Humanities Up to 30
mins. per
Humanities subject

7e

English

French

Science

Maths

8a

Science

French

English

Humanities Maths

8e

Science

French

English

Humanities Maths

9a

Maths

Humanities Science

English

French

9e

Maths

Humanities Science

English

French

Up to 45
mins. per
subject
Up to 60
mins. per
subject

In addition to the above, homework for other subjects will be set regularly, at appropriate
times for the curriculum.

A REMINDER ABOUT THE PROCEDURE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY IF A
CHILD FEELS ILL.
If your child feels unwell they must go to reception. If it is necessary for the child to be collected from school
the receptionist will contact a named parent/carer to arrange this. Students should not use their mobiles to
call home .

Please remind your child that during the school day all mobile phones should be turned off and kept out of sight,
ideally in the bottom of their bags, in line with the school’s mobile phone policy.
Thank you for your support on this matter.

B i o sto re B i o m e t r i c Fa s Tra k Sy ste m

At Ivanhoe we use a biometric cashless dining room system. This is a technology that has been used successfully
by many schools and we believe it has improved the services we are able to offer students and staff significantly,
with benefits including:
•
Reduction in queuing time for dining room purchases for our students
•
Reduction in administration time and cost dealing with lost or forgotten cards for both students and staff
•
Improved security for student balances
•
Interface with Wisepay in exactly the same way our current system does
•
Future options to extend use of the system to help students with other areas of school such as print
solutions, library records and so on
I must stress that Ivanhoe complies at all times with the Data Protection Act and with the guidance given by
the Information Commissioner’s Office regarding the use of biometric data. Fingerprint images are not be
stored by the system but instead, a set of measured finger coordinates are translated into a string of numbers
and encrypted. The encryption method used by the system is a high level, industry standard method. The data
held cannot be used to recreate a fingerprint image, nor could it be used in a forensic investigation.
Any parents whose children aren’t yet registered and who would like to be to collect a permission letter from
reception & return to school. If there are any concerns regarding this new system, in particular regarding use
of biometrics, our website has details of commonly asked questions and answers to provide more information
click here to read the FAQ’s. If you would like more information or the chance to discuss this further, please
feel free to contact Karen Westwood, Assistant Business Manager in the first instance – k.westwood@ivanhoe.
co.uk.

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am sure you
will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the holidays.
We would therefore recommend that you….
• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the start
of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your child is being
seriously abused online contact the police.
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can respond
promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to respond to
emails etc. out of school hours.
• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.
Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore
Deputy Principal

School Building Improvements
As ever, when the school is closed for students, the school becomes a hive of activity; full of contractors and our
own premises and technical teams working to make extensive improvements to the school. The culmination of
these projects is often after up to a year’s planning, including applying for government grants, gaining permissions
and tendering contracts by our Business Manager, Assistant Business Manager and Premises Manager.
This is just a selection of the improvements that have happened this summer....

Security and Safeguarding

Using funds from the Government CIF (Condition Improvement Fund) perimeter fencing has been installed around
the rear of the school site and fields, improving security. At the front of the school you will see ongoing works to
an entrance gate which will be completed with additional perimeter fencing.
The CCTV system has been upgraded and extended to now have a total of 80 cameras both internally and externally,
previously there were less than 40.
Doors into, and around school have been upgraded to a fingerprint activated system, further adding to the security
of the site for our pupils and staff.

Energy Efficiency

At Ivanhoe we are committed to improving our energy efficiency. Following on from our roof insulation improvements
last year, further SEEF (Energy Efficient Grants) were spent on improving lighting.
Energy efficient lights have been installed in the Science Block. Externally 87 replacement and new lights have
been installed, also adding to the security and safety of the school site. In addition the driveway lighting has been
replaced with energy efficient and reactive lighting.

Technology

Our in-house ICT team have upgraded all of the computers in school to Windows 10 over the Summer.
They have also installed a new telephone system, improving communication around the school.

Redecoration and Display

To emphasise our focus on The Ivanhoe Way, we have had installed some fabulous new displays.
Our teams have worked hard in transforming the old Ivanhoe Under 5’s House into the new ‘Willow House’, a new
provision with in school aimed at supporting students having difficulties or behavioural issues in school.
Finally, our maths classrooms had some much needed redecoration.

The Senior Leadership Team would like to extend a big thank you to everyone involved in constantly
working to ensure we have a fabulous and safe learning environment for our students.

The Ivanhoe Communication App

			

The Ivanhoe Communication App- MyEd is ready for parents to
download and link in with their child’s records at school. It has been
running for a year now and feedback tells us that this has been a big
success. In particular parents have told us they are finding it easier
to inform the school about absences, and keep track of messages
from the school which are stored in the app. Teachers have found it
really beneficial for sending out reports and trip consent forms.
Training is taking place so that teachers and departments can 		
contact parents individually about their child.

We would encourage as many of you as possible to download, this
where possible needs to include both parents - as the app has been
embedded we have discovered a large cost implication where only one
parent has the app, but both are receiving messages.
When a parent receives a message through the app the school does
not pay for this message. However, if a parent does not have the app
they will automatically receive an SMS message, which costs the school
6p per text.

In the past year this has equated to costs of OVER
£5,000.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Key benefits for parents include:
•
Being able to sync term dates to your online calendar
Being able to make direct contact with school through the app, including reporting absences or
messaging departments.
Receive and store all messages from school within the app rather than on your phone.
Being able to keep up to date with your child’s attendance, achievements and behaviour points.
Being able to use the app as a portal to Wisepay and Moodle.
Being able to complete and submit forms such as school trip consent forms through the app.
Be able to receive your child’s school report through the app.
Being able to read the latest school news directly through the app.

If you do not have access to a mobile device or have not downloaded the app, you will still continue to receive
messages from school in the form of text messages and emails. Please note the app can be downloaded to
tablet and phone devices.
We hope that you will agree that the investment the school has made in this technology will be of great
benefit, but if you would like to learn more about it before you download it you can watch a short video by
clicking here.
To download the app go to your device app store and search for ‘My Ed’.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.
You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be automatically cross checked
with our in-school system. This is intended to safeguard the information of your child to ensure only
approved contacts can receive the data.

Ivanhoe Term Dates - Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school.
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct
information and this has caused confusion for some families.
In particular please note October half term may be different to other schools in the
area and that our Easter 2019 is different from some Leicestershire schools due to
the lateness of Easter next year.
Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.
Thank you for your support on this matter.

Is a term time holiday really worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance
of gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English,
If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of
gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English.
Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 including Maths and English will, on average,
earn at least 20% less than those that do throughout their lifetime.

Events Calendar
Date

21st September
24th September
2nd October
17th October
18th October

Event

Prevent Production
Open Evening
Enrichment Day 1
Year 7 Settling In Evening
Last Day of Half Term

