Newsletter

28th September 2018
Included in this
issue....
• Residential
Trips

Dear Parents and Carers,
We really are now into the swing of the new school year. Our Year 7’s are settling in well. As
you will see from some of the photos and comments in this newsletter, we are seeing great
participation in clubs and inter-house activities. We have also had a very positive response
from students and parents about the new ‘Ivanhoe Way’.
This week it was wonderful to welcome so many prospective students from our feeder schools
to our Open Evening. A huge thank you to all the students who helped out on the evening;
your fantastic attitude and behaviour was a real credit to Ivanhoe.
We have had some queries in regards to the new ‘consequences’, which replaced our old step
system. I would like to offer some clarification on the most raised question:
Going to the toilet in lessons
We always log when a child leaves the room to go to the toilet as a matter of safeguarding
and to monitor time spent outside of learning. On My Ed it appears at the moment as a
consequence 1. Please be assured that we are in the process of changing this on My Ed.
On our school system it does not appear as a consequence but just as an information note.
Please bear with us as we amalgamate our two systems. However, we do encourage students
to take responsibility for going to the toilet in breaks and lunches rather during learning time.
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Thank you for your support on this matter.

• Bake Off

If you have any further queries about how your child is getting on you can contact your child’s
form tutor, the Head of Progress for their year, or the Student Support link for their year. All
contact details can be found on our website.
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Alison Allford
Head of School

• Events

Media Release
If you have not yet completed a media release form for your child please can you
do so A.S.A.P? If you need a paper copy or help completing the form please do not
hesitate to contact t us.

Residential Trips 2018 - 2019
Taking our students out of the traditional classroom and into the real world has
numerous, wonderful advantages that should always be encouraged and thankfully
here at Ivanhoe, we have many staff who are regularly willing to organise and lead
such learning adventures.
We offer a wide range of residential opportunities both in the local area and
further afield. Current research shows that the number of trips we offer at Ivanhoe
exceeds the national average for secondary schools quite considerably. In so doing,
we hope we offer something for everyone.
I am writing to you today to give you an overview of the residentials we run
throughout the year which will hopefully assist you and your child in making
decisions about which trip/s they might like to go on and of course, to help with
budgetary decisions. This is what we are offering this year:

Year 7

Trip

Date

London
Experience
Trip

22nd/23rd
Nov
2018

No. of Places
(Approx)
40

Approx. Cost
£146

Trip
Leader

Mrs Gray/
Mrs Cashmore

On this exciting trip to London our Year 7 students will take in the sites of Piccadily Circus, Trafalgar Square,
Horse Guards Parade, The Mall and Buckingham Palace. Students will also experience the London Eye, a
Thames River Cruise and the London Dungeon. We pack a lot in to our 2 days!

BRAND NEW
Camp Out

22nd-24th
March
2019

40

£75

Mr Mills/
Mr Stevenson

Join us on this new for 2019 exciting camping trip where you will get to try mountain boarding, rifle shooting
and bouldering. We shall also have a go at shelter building and we’ll be drinking hot chocolate and toasting
marshmallows around the campfire.

PGL
Caythorpe

10th -11th
May
2019

95

£196

Miss Tickle

Moving to a new school is often a challenging and daunting experience. By stepping outside their comfort
zone, under the watchful eyes of trained instructors at PGL Caythorpe Court, our year 7 students will
discover new strengths and skills, developing confidence and trust within their year group.
Students will take part in varying activities, from kayaking to high ropes assault courses to rifle shooting, in
what we have always found to be a very enjoyable and rewarding trip!

Whitby
Trip

26th-28th
April
2019

Year 8

70

£168

Mr Stevenson

In April we’ll be spending 3 days in Whitby and Scarborough, staying at the marvellous YHA Boggle Hole.
Over the weekend we’ll be visiting the arcade, playing beach games, doing some rock-pooling as well as
taking in some of the local tourist attractions.

Survival Skills

17th-20th
May
2019

90

£260

Mr Mills/
Mr Stevenson

Join us for 4 days as we venture into the woodlands to take on a whole host of bushcraft activities including:
fire lighting, shelter building, knife skills, camouflage and concealment, backwoods cooking and many more.
You’ll even get a chance to sleep in your shelters underneath the stars.

WW1
Belgian
Battlefields

10th-13th
February
2019

Year 9

50

£330

Mrs Wild/Mrs
Johnson

Connect with history and experience the legacy of World War I first hand. We visit preserved trench systems, Lochnagar Crater, British and German cemeteries and will attend the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin
Gate. There is also the opportunity to sample some Belgian chocolate!

Plas Gwynant

5th-8th
March
2019

54

TBC up to
£332

Mr Marcus-Smith/Mr
Malkin

This life changing trip to Snowdonia will help students develop new strategies for overcoming individual and
team problems and encourage them out of their comfort zones to stretch themselves both physically and
mentally during a range of outdoor and adventurous activities.
Next week at school, we will be hosting trip assemblies for each year group, to explain the choices on offer and give
further details via letters (sent through the MyEd app) to parents/carers. If you haven’t already downloaded this
brilliant communication app, trip info will arrive by normal text message with a link to follow. Please watch out for
these arriving on your phone/tablet. We will also make these letters available via Wisepay. Most of these trips have
been run before in recent years and you can click on the hyper-links to see more about them.
If your child is currently eligible for free school meals the proportion of the cost of the trip for board and lodging can
be paid for out of the pupil premium grant. Details of the cost in this case will be sent out next week.
I hope you find this overview useful and please do not hesitate to contact either myself or the appropriate Trip
Leader with any questions.
Kind Regards,
Mrs Sarah Lane
Educational Visits Coordinator

Enrichment Days
At Ivanhoe we see Enrichment Days as an important part of the curriculum, where students are actively involved in their
learning. The opportunities at Ivanhoe for students to learn go far beyond the classroom and we are rightly proud of the
enrichment and student leadership programme we offer at Ivanhoe. The seven days throughout the year give students
the opportunity to experience activities focused on a department or whole school theme. The days give students more
time to focus and develop their learning, they provide opportunities for new experiences as well as nurturing and
developing already identified talents .
Our aim is to involve all students, develop their skills to become active members of Ivanhoe and the wider community
and preparing them to be responsible citizens and enthusiastic lifelong learners.
Enrichment Days provide an opportunity for students to study a subject in more
details for the day, giving the opportunity to develop additional skills such as
team work, and encouraging them to take part in activities and challenges that
are different to their normal everyday lessons.
A full schedule of activities can be found on our website by clicking here.

Here are the breakdown of trips per year group, and costs that
will be happening through the year.

Year
Group

Date

Trip

Cost to
parents

7A

2/10/18
21/01/19
2/10/18
26/03/19
15/11/18
12/12/18
22/01/19
02/05/19
15/11/18
12/12/18
21/01/19
26/02/19
15/11/18
12/12/18
26/03/19
15/11/18
26/02/19
02/05/19

Twycross Zoo
Beaumanor Hall
Beaumanor Hall
Twycross Zoo
Think Tank
Play in a Day
Multi Faith Trip
Space Centre
Multi Faith Trip
Think Tank
Space Centre
Play in a Day
NEC Skills Show
J.Hulme Poetry
Conkers
NEC Skills Show
Dreadlock Alien Poetry
Conkers

£18.50
£22.00
£22.00
£18.50
£18.00
£3.00
school funded
£15.00
school funded
£18.00
£15.00
£3.00
school funded
£4.00
£24.00
school funded
£4.00
£24.00

7E

8A

8E

9A

9E

School Clubs

Our school clubs are now up and running and there are so many to choose from, during lunchtimes and
after school. Please encourage your child to try one out if they haven’t already.
You can see a full list of our current clubs on our website by clicking here.

Supporting your child’s attendance
My name is Michelle White and I am pleased to introduce myself as the Attendance
Outreach Worker at Ivanhoe College. My job is supporting students and families to get
the very best from their education at Ivanhoe and that starts with great attendance.
We understand that many children and families experience difficult times, which can
make a happy, successful school and home life a struggle. If you have worries or concerns
about your child, there are many people here to support you: form tutor, attendance
officer, student support worker, head of progress and senior leader for their house. I
specifically want to support you in getting your child into school punctually every day.
How I can help you?
•
I listen and appreciate parents/carers issues and offer suggestions and advice for individuals.
•
I work with and support families during key school transition, including newcomers.
•
I liaise with external agencies to swiftly access extra support for families when required.
Should you have any issues regarding punctuality and attendance I will gladly meet with you to discuss these and
formulate a plan to move forward.
You can contact me by email : m.white@ivanhoe.co.uk

Attendance - A key to Success

At Ivanhoe we know the significant impact attendance has on our
students’ academic and personal success.This is why it is an integral
message in our new ‘Ivanhoe Way’ Ethos.
Our aims are:
• To achieve a high level of attendance by all students in the school.
• To ensure punctuality in arriving at school and at lessons.
• To maximise the impact the college’s strategies for attendance and punctuality.
• If attendance falls below 95% it will have a major impact on a child’s attainment and overall success in
school. In light of this, parents and carers are asked to take steps to ensure your child attends school
every day.

Absences soon mount up – see the impact of time off over one year:

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES

• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with unauthorised
absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences.
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue from
fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings.

Lost Property

As a school we accrue a large amount of lost property. The majority of this lost property is unlabelled, and in many
instances students do not try to collect/find it. As such we have reviewed our handling of lost property to increase
our success rate in reuniting it with it’s owner.
From Monday 2nd October students can collect lost property from the following locations:
• Planners and Valuables - From reception
• P.E. kit - From the P.E. Office
• Coats, sweatshirts, pencil cases - From the Hall at the end of day
In the case of non-labelled items we will be asking students to sign to say they have taken an item, please ensure
that school items are labelled to make this easier for your child.

Year 8 and 9 Lost Property

We still have lost property from last year. This will be out for collection in our old student support area on Mon,
Weds and Thurs after school next week.
After this opportunity for collection, items will be disposed of.

Going to Extremes
Last week our Year 8 students watched a fantastic
drama production, called Going to Extremes,
delivered by AlterEgo Creative Solutions.
Students heard the stories of three young people
from very different backgrounds, who had all
been targeted by, and become involved with,
extremist groups, and how their experiences had
affected their lives and those of others.
As a college we are committed to safeguarding
our students, and we are grateful to our staff and
you as their parents and carers for your support.
If you’d like to find out more, or for talking points
for your family, please visit this link: https://
www.ltai.info/
Miss Catie Hayward, Subject Leader of Lifeskills

A REMINDER ABOUT THE PROCEDURE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY IF A
CHILD FEELS ILL.
If your child feels unwell they must go to reception. If it is necessary for the child to be collected
from school the receptionist will contact a named parent/carer to arrange this. Students should
not use their mobiles to call home .
Please remind your child that during the school day all mobile phones should be turned off
and kept out of sight, ideally in the bottom of their bags, in line with the school’s mobile phone
policy.

The English Department are pleased to introduce this
year: Literacy Planet. As part of our commitment to
providing high quality literacy education, your child
now has a school subscription to this fun and engaging
online resource. It is designed to support students of
all abilities with a wide variety of literacy skills such as
comprehension, grammar and vocabulary, but in an engaging gamified environment. This provides children with a
literacy learning experience that is interactive, motivating, rewarding and fun.
Your child has a personalised avatar and profile; they can earn points, redeemable credits and rewards for
participation; they can participate in multi-player games with their classmates in a safe and closed online
environment; and earn a coveted place on global leader-boards.
Our students can access their LiteracyPlanet account on any internet connected computer or tablet device, so please
encourage your child’s use of LiteracyPlanet at home to support their learning at school and for positive screen time.
We will be piloting the programme until Christmas to ensure that students are getting the most from it, so we would
be interested in feedback comments from students and parents next half term.

Music News

We have had great attendance at Music Clubs already this year, but there is still space for anyone else who
would like to join us. Please note that Orchestra is on Thursdays, not Wednesday as may have been previously
communicated.
The only exception to this is Turntablism, which is limited to 4 students per 6 week block. Please ask your child to
speak to Mr Cubitt if they are interested in signing up.

Monday Lunch: Guitar Club and Music Tech Club
Tuesday Lunch: Keyboard Club
Wednesday Lunch: Choir and Turntablism
Thursday After School: Music Tech Club and Orchestra

Individual Music Lessons
There are many instruments that students can learn at Ivanhoe,
these include:
Any Brass instrument - trumpet, trombone, cornet, tuba... Strings - Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass.... Woodwind
- Clarinet, Flute, Saxophone, Oboe...Guitar electric and acoustic, Singing, Drums, Bass, Piano. If we do not offer an
instrument we will do our best to find you a teacher.
Students can get peripatetic teacher details on Moodle under ‘General Info - Music’ or collect a letter from the
music department.
There is additional support for students looking to play an ‘endangered instrument’, the bassoon, oboe, trombone,
french horn or double bass. This includes subsidised tuition and free instrument loan, through the Leicestershire
Music Hub. You can find more details by clicking here: https://leicestershiremusichub.org/endangered-speciesinstruments

Let’s hear from our Year 7’s...........
“Ivanhoe seemed scary at first, but I soon made friends
and found my way around the school quite quickly. I was
new to this area, but I have settled in well.”

“It is a lot different to primary, but it is so interesting
going to different classrooms every lesson. Ivanhoe is
so welcoming.”

“ I think Ivanhoe is amazing. The teachers make all the
lessons really fun. They don’t make the homework
extremely hard.”

“The food is delicious”

“What I love about Ivanhoe is that all the teachers are
very kind and helpful.”

Bake-Off

As part of the MFL Department’s celebration of ‘European
Day of Languages’ a cross-year Bake-Off competition, with a
European theme, was held. Phenomenally there were over 50
entries, and the standard was very high.
The judging was near impossible, but in the end there was
one winner and 4 runners up.

Runners Up

Henry
Freeman
FRJ

Maicie
Dennis
AKC

Madeleine
Warburton
FLH

Well done to all the students who took
part, and thank you to all the students
and staff who came to buy a slice, we
raised a brilliant £144.95 for Macmillan
Cancer Support.

First Place:
Luke Farron
ACC

Harriet Cave AEH
+Annabel Ward
EEG

Rotary Shoebox Scheme
“Spreading a little Happiness”

Gift suggestions for your Shoebox
Toys ~ For Boys & Girls

Cars, trucks, etc, balls, complete jigsaws, action
figures, colouring books, pens, crayons, lego
blocks, yo-yo, bubble blowers, wooden and
plastic toys, building blocks, pencil case, pencil
sharpener, dominoes, playdough / plastercine
& cutters, fluffy toys, dolls, stickers, writing
pads, skipping rope, scarf, mittens / gloves, hat,
harmonica, games, cards…

Household Goods ~ For older folk &
families

Scarves, gloves, hats, wrapped soap,
toothpaste, toothbrush, disposable razors,
shampoo, soap flakes, pan scourers, antiseptic
cream, bandages, face or body creams,
cosmetics, pens, writing pad & envelopes, T
lights, candles, sewing kit, scissors…

Teenagers ~ For young people up to 18
years age

Sportswear, scarf, gloves, socks, hat, football
memorabilia, writing materials, games,
playing cards, tennis ball, tooth brush &
paste, deodorants, comb, mirror, costume
jewellery, make-up, hair brush, toiletries, school
stationery, clothing repair kits, sketch pad,
coloured pens / pencils…

Baby ~ Age up to 12 months

This is given to new mothers and can include
baby wipes, cotton wool buds, baby shampoo,
baby oil, talc powder, bonnet, bootees and
mitts, baby grow, knitted matinee coat, small
soft toy or plastic rattle…

What NOT to include in boxes

Food, sweets, chocolate & drinks, battery operated toys, conflict related items, matches,
inflammable liquids, inflammable aerosols (e.g.: deodorants & hair spray), seeds or any other living
material, automatic washing machine powders, & washing-up liquid(these tend to leak when laid
flat)
For safety –
Please securely sellotape tops of liquid containers.
Protect anything sharp and do not put anything sharp into a Toys box.
Too BIG for your Box ~ we will accept all suitable items of any size (please ensure soft toys are bagged to protect
them)
The type of contents are indicated on the box top. In the case of toys & teenagers, additional information as to the
suitability for boy or girl, along with age group is also indicated.
A card with the sender’s name and a photograph is also a nice thing to include.
Above all, the contents should be of good quality, remembering that the recipient will be opening the box in eager
anticipation, especially with the toys for the children, quite possibly the first real gifts they have received for a very
long time.

Ivanhoe Term Dates - Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school.
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct information
and this has caused confusion for some families.
In particular please note October half term may be different to other schools in the area and
that our Easter 2019 is different from some Leicestershire schools due to the lateness of Easter
next year.
Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am sure you
will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the holidays.
We would therefore recommend that you….
• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the start
of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your child is being
seriously abused online contact the police.
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can respond
promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to respond to emails
etc. out of school hours.
• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.
Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore
Deputy Principal

Date

2nd October
17th October
18th October
19th October
29th October
30th October
15th November

Events Calendar

Event

Enrichment Day 1
Year 7 Settling In Evening
Last Day of Half Term
School Closed Staff Training
Back to School
Year 7 Halloween Disco
Enrichment Day 2

