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A reminder that the spring term starts on Monday 7th January.
This may be different to other schools in the area.

Happy Christmas and a well deserved rest to all our Ivanhoe Family.

We have had a busy and fruitful term and so many things to celebrate here at Ivanhoe.
In September, we launched our Residential trips offer and raised the profile of languages 
with the European Day of languages Bakeoff. We clearly have some astounding bakers in 
the Ivanhoe Community.  September also saw us launch our Shoe Box Appeal – this really 
showed the charitable spirit of our Ivanhoe Tutors Groups with Water House winning out for 
being the most generous.
 
In October, Ofsted descended on us! But what a positive report it was - we received praise 
for our ambitious targets and the level of challenge provided for children in class. Later that 
month, we rewarded our excellent attenders with Doughnuts on our Attendance Celebration 
Day. Well done Fire House for being the best attending house. The Big Pink Charity day also 
gave our students opportunity to bake cakes and raise money for a worthy cause. Later in 
October, we met many of new parents on the Year 7 Settling in evening. And then finally, 
right at the end of the month, we had the best turn out we’ve ever had for the Year 7 
Halloween Disco –costumes were amazing!
 
In November we celebrated Children in Need with 
fabulous fundraising activities where all students gave a 
little back to those who needed it most. We also involved 
ourselves fully in the centenary remembrance activities 
for the end of WW1 led by the wonderful Mrs Wild who 
inspired 100s of our students to design a remembrance 
rock. Student Council was relaunched and they set to 
work deciding their remit for the new school and what 
they wanted to achieve.

And now we are here in December, I can’t believe how 
fast we’ve got here. Our students have been involved 
in the Ashby Christmas Tree festival decorating local 
churches; they have also produced wonderful cards 
in the annual Christmas Card competition. Well done 
all! And finally, our Annual Christmas concert saw 
Ivanhoe’s talented youngsters providing excellent entertainment; both dance and 
music, for a wide audience.  What a busy term! And all this plus our regular interhouse 
competitions and School Sporting Triumphs. 

I would finally like to wish our students, parents and all our Ivanhoe 
Staff a very happy and healthy Christmas. 

Alison Allford
Head of School

A big well done to 
Water House for 
winning the overall 
trophy for the Au-
tumn Term.



Enrichment Day
We were so pleased to welcome poet, Jay Hulme to work with our Year 9 
students for our December Enrichment Day. Jay is a transgender performance 
poet from Leicester. In 2015 he won SLAMbassadors UK, the UK’s biggest 
youth poetry slam. At only 21 years of age, he has already published 7 books, 
with works encompassing both adult and children’s poetry.

Jay started the session with some interactive limerick writing, loosening the 
students minds to consider that anything, no matter how abstract could 
work in a poem. Then setting the scene for the students work for the day, he 
introduced them to a range of contemporary and older poems that tackle the 
theme of conflict, in particular those about war, which links with the work 
our Year 9’s have already been doing around WWI poetry. The students were 
encouraged to look for poetic techniques that they could use in their own work. Then before returning to their 
classes they did some ‘free writing’ to start to get some ideas for their own poems.

Throughout the day, Jay went round to each class to give the students help and 
critique for their poems. The students surprised us with the quality of their 
poems, and the breadth of their interpretation of the theme, including family 
conflict and mental health issues. Lots of the students shared their poems with 
the group in the afternoon, showing huge amounts of courage, maturity and 
confidence, other poems were performed 
by Jay. 
 Here are 2 of our favourites from the day. 



Ivanhoe Choir Spread Christmas Cheer
We were so proud to take our school choir to entertain guests at the Hospice Hope Support cafe on Friday 14th 
December, at Legion House in Ashby. The choir performed a number of songs to the delight of the audience. 

Hospice Hope is a wonderful local organisation in North West Leicestershire offering pastoral support and care 
to help people cope with life limiting conditions and illnesses such as cancer. As well as running 3 support cafés 
a week in Ashby, Coalville and Ibstock, they also offer a range of support and complimentary therapies at ‘Hope 
House’ in Griffydam. The charity is currently raising money to open a similar property in Ashby and a location has 
been secured for this to be built. 

At Ivanhoe we know that many of our students will be touched directly and indirectly by the conditions 
supported by Hospice Hope, so it was our pleasure to be able to offer them some support at Christmas time. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Thank you to everyone who came and supported our annual 
Christmas concert, and for the fantastic efforts of students 
and staff to create such a fantastic spectacle. 



Ivanhoe Christmas Card 
Competition

We had a great response to our annual Inter-house Competition to design the school’s official Christmas card, 
which is sent out to local schools and businesses. A number of the designs were also made into baubles to decorate 
the Ivanhoe tree at the Holy Trinity It is always an incredibly hard job to decide the winner, and this year was no 
exception. We hope you like our choices.

1st Place and 
Water House 

Winner
Lola Warwick
WMK - Year 8

2nd Place and 
Earth House Winner
Graci-May Holland

EPW - Year 9

Air House Winner
Kitty Hassall
AKL - Year 7



Fire House Winner
Tahlia Best FLP- Year 8

Fire House Runner-Up
Bella Gray FCH- Year 7

Air House Runner-Up
Cassidy Miller AKL - Year 9

Earth House Runner-Up
Katie Thistleton EKC- Year 8

Water House Runner-Up
Corey Gardner WAS - Year 8

Water House Runner-Up
Lulu Roberts WRW - Year 9



Attendance Matters
Lots of hard work from staff and students this term to improve attendance. Good 
attendance is essential for all students to achieve their best in their GCSEs. Low 
attendance at any point and any age of a child’s schooling will affect their achievement. 
This term we have had lots of spot prizes and competitions to encourage students to 
attend well and reward them for doing so.

Katy and Archie won the Fire house attendance raffle prizes this week and were delighted 
to receive a Rebound trampoline park voucher and an Amazon voucher.
Well done to Fire house who won the overall best attendance and will be rewarded with a 
non-uniform day and chairs in assembly after the break.

Emma Cresswell
Assistant Principal - Leading Practitioner

Year 7 Cultural Roadshow
As part of our December Enrichment Day, year 7’s were treated to a day of cultural workshops led by Cathy Lightowler 
from REONDEMAND. Looking at the practices of all of the main world religions, students then worked to plan a new 
place of worship for Ashby to welcome all. Well done Year 7.

Year 8 Stagecoach Workshops
Thank you to Stagecoach Ashby who worked with our Year 8 Ash pupils on Enrichment Day to develop their skills 

in singing, dance and dram all based around the theme of Roald Dahl. The students had a fantastic time and threw 
themselves into the activities with gusto...especially the dancing!



 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Monday 7th January 1st Day of Spring Term
Monday 21st January Enrichment Day 4
Thursday 31st January Year 8 ASH Parents’ Evening

Weds 6th January Year 8 ELM Parents’ Evening
Sunday 10th February Belgium Trip
Friday 15th February Break up for Half Term

Monday 25th February Back to School

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am sure you 
will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the start 
of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your child is being 
seriously abused online contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can respond 
promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to respond to emails 
etc. out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 
Deputy Principal

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child


Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 

Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct information 
and this has caused confusion for some families.  

In particular please note Easter 2019 may be different to other schools in the area and that 
our Easter 2019 is different from some Leicestershire schools due to the lateness of Easter next 

year. 
Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with  unauthorised 

absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences. 
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue from 

fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings. 


