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Really well done to all our students and staff on all their hard work 
this term. We have seen significant changes in classroom practice this 
year with all teachers adjusting how they teach children in response to 
recent educational research.  

At Ivanhoe we define learning as “a change in 
long term memory” – over the last two terms 
teachers have been using low stakes quizzing 
based on previous learning to keep checking 
that students are remembering key information.  
This kind of retrieval practice helps to embed 
key information and ensure that it is securely 
learned.  Knowledge organisers for every subject are available on Moodle 
for your child to access. Moodle log in information is in students’ planners.  

However, it has been a long half term – 9 weeks. The holidays are 
a time to rest and recuperate.  All that is needed at home – after 
the Christmas festivities are over -  is some short bursts of testing  
(10 minutes at a time.)This can have a significant impact on how 
much children remember.

And finally, don’t forget to put a reading book in your child’s 
stocking this Christmas.  Recent research from the National 
Literacy Trust has shown that owning books of their own can lead 
to more positive attitudes to reading and can contribute to  
         higher reading ages.  See the 

link below for further details. 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/gift-reading-childrens-book-ownership-2019/ 

We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and we will see you in 2020.

Alison Allford
Head of School

DON’T FORGET THAT WE RETURN TO SCHOOL 
ON MONDAY JANUARY 6TH 2020.

WE ARE AWARE THAT SOME OF THE PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS ARE BACK ON TUESDAY 7TH.

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/gift-reading-childrens-book-ownershi




Ivanhoe Christmas Card 
Competition 2019

1st Place and 
Water House Winner:

Lola Warwick
WMK - Year 9

Air House Winner:
Hannah Lee
ANW- Year 9

Fire House Winner:
Ruby Lancaster

FCL- Year 9

Earth House Winner:
Caitlin McKenna

EMG - Year 8



KEEPING YOUR CHILD SAFE ONLINE
As we approach the festive period, a number of our students 
may be receiving a new gadget as a gift, from games consoles 
to smartphones and tablets, most of which will be internet 
ready. You will already be aware the internet hosts many exciting 
opportunities for young people, from self-expression to improved 
methods of communication, with unprecedented opportunities for 
learning and creativity, but just like the real world there are risks 
and dangers they should be aware of and which we should all act to 
protect them from. 

As a school we encourage the use of technology as an important 
part of our students’ development but always want them to spend 
their time online safely. As a parent/carer you can play a significant part in ensuring this and with this in 
mind below is a summary of guidance you can find to support your child with their new technologies. 

We will also be repeating in February, close to Safer Internet Day, some information sessions for parents/
carers combining the CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection) and the Left To Their Own Devices 
courses.

There is no silver bullet when it comes to ensuring that children use technologies in a safe and enjoyable 
way. By following this simple checklist, you can start to protect them and decrease the risks they face:

“I have asked my child to show me the games, apps & websites they use.” By doing so, your 
child is including you in their online life and social activity. Show an interest and take note of 
the names of their favourite sites. You can then re-visit these when you are alone. Take your 
time and explore the space, find out how to set the safety features and learn how to report 
any issues directly to the site.

In the case of games/apps, I have looked in the app store to see if the game includes micro-transactions 
such as loot boxes or downloadable content (DLC)

“I have asked my child to set their profile settings to private.” Social networking sites, such as 
Facebook, are used by children to share information, photos and just about everything they 
do! Encourage your child to set their privacy settings to private. They need to think about 
the information they post online as it could be copied and pasted anywhere, without their 
permission. If it got into the wrong hands, somebody may wish to use it against them or worst 
of all try to locate them in the real world.

“I have asked my child about their online friends” We know 
that people lie online about who they are and may create 
fake identities. It is very important children understand 
this. Whether they are visiting a social network or a gaming 
site, the safety messages are the same. Children and young 
people must never give out personal information and only  

           be “friends” with people they know and trust in the real  
          world.



“I have set appropriate parental controls on my child’s computer, mobile and games 
console.” Filters on computers and mobiles can prevent your child from viewing 
inappropriate and possibly illegal content. You can activate and change levels depending 
on your child’s age and abilities. You can also set time restrictions for using the internet 

or games. They can be free and easy to install. Call your service provider who will be happy to assist 
or visit CEOP’s parents’ site for further information. Explain to your child why you are setting parental 
controls when you talk to them about their internet use.

In the case of phones, tablets & games consoles, you can also set spending limits in the app store, the 
manufacturer should offer advice on their website as to how to set these limits.

“My child has agreed to tell me if they are worried about something online.” Sometimes 
children get into situations online where they don’t feel comfortable or see something 
they don’t want to see. By opening up the communication channels and talking to your 
child about the internet, their favourite sites and the risks they may encounter, they are 

more likely to turn to you if they are concerned about something.

“I know where to get help if I’m concerned about my child.” The CEOP Safety Centre 
provides access to a range of services. If you are concerned that an adult has made 
inappropriate contact with your child you can report this directly to CEOP. You can also 
find help if you think your child is being bullied, or if you’ve come across something on the 

internet which you think may be illegal.

Smart Devices
A students may also be receiving smart devices or smart toys for Christmas, CEOP has recently 
published guidance on how these devices could introduce risk to children and young people and how 
to mitigate for these risks. Find more information here (https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
articles/what-is-the-internet-of-things-iot)

BBC Own It App
Getting that first phone is a big moment for any child. But for parents and 
carers, it’s often a worrying time too. The Own It keyboard and app gives 
parents peace of mind by empowering children to make smart choices, 
and helping them to lead a positive life 
online.

The BBC Own It app allows child to use 
their phones as they would normally, 
however it adds the following features;
• The keyboard will offer advice 
whenever they type.
• They can journal & track their 
feelings and win badges as they reflect.
• They can find help when they 
need it about the online world.
• They can take quizzes to learn 
more about themselves.

Follow this link to find out more and to download the app from Apple or GooglePlay app store CLICK 
HERE 

https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app


KEEPING YOUR CHILD SAFE ONLINE
You can find more information at the following sites; 
• www.askaboutgames.com
• www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
• www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement
• www.fightthenewdrug.org
• www.forcefield.me
• www.internetmatters.org
• www.ntruth.education
• www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe
• www.parentinfo.org
• www.parentzone.org.uk
• www.pegi.info
• www.saferinternet.org.uk
• www.thinkuknow.co.uk
• www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting
• www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre

On Friday 6th December the 
English Department ran a Spelling 
Bee interhouse, with 22 students 
choosing to take part. 

Students were given a huge list of 
words on moodle that they could 
choose to revise, with most being 
particularly tricky words.

The students all did fantastically 
well, but there could only be one 
winner per year group. 

Congratulations to the following 
winners :

Year 7 winner: Zac Windridge 
Year 8 winner: Sam O’Hare 
Year 9 winner: Lara Edwards

http://www.askaboutgames.com
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
http://www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement
http://www.fightthenewdrug.org
http://www.forcefield.me
http://www.internetmatters.org
http://www.ntruth.education 
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe
http://www.parentinfo.org
http://www.parentzone.org.uk
http://www.pegi.info
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting
http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre


P.E. NEWS
The Netball Christmas party was a great way to finish off a great term of training with a Christmas 
celebration –  training will be back up and running in January. Everybody is welcome to join.
  
Boys and Girls Active Activities for after christmas are yoga for the girls and dodgeball for the boys starting 
on Tuesday 7th January. 

We had a a fantastic term of Rugby with increasing numbers at training yet again across the years. So much 
so that in Year 7 we managed to field 2 teams against Trent College in our final fixture of the term.  Well 
done to all involved and training will resume later in January.  

Rugby results -  Year 7 won 25 - 5 against De Lisle
                             Year 7 won 25 - 10 against Chellaston
                             Year 7 won 20 - 10 against De Lisle
                             Year 7 A won 10 - 0 against Trent College
                             Year 7 B drew 30 - 30 against Trent College 

                             Year 8 won 25 - 15 against De Lisle
                             Year 8 won 45 - 5 against Chellsaton
                             Year 8 drew 5 - 5 against De Lisle.

                             Year 9 lost 29 - 42 against Dixie Grammar in the plate competition

On the 5th of December we played in a boys dodgeball tournament at Ibstock Community College. 
We managed to win all but one of the group games beating Castle Rock and Ibstock but drawing with 
Newbridge. We played Newbridge in a closely fought final but unfortunately lost 2-1 overall. Well done to 
all of those involved. 

Well done to all students who have taken part this year in all of our P.E. Clubs, but we always have space 
for more students, so come along and join us in the new year. 

MEDICAL SUPPORT
If your child needs any medical 
support over the Christmas period, 

or any othe time during the year, the School Nurse Service has advised that 
Secondary school students can access the confidential CHAT Health text messaging 
service on 07520 615387. 

Parents and Carers can access the confidential parent CHAT Health text messaging 
service on 07520 615382.

Parents and carers and young people can also buse the websites 
www.healthforkids.co.uk and www.healthforteens.co.uk for further advice and 
support. 



Ivanhoe 
Christmas Concert





 
We love to celebrate the achievements of 
our students out of school, as well as in. 

Well done to Year 9 student Aimee McCauley who donated her hair to the Little Princess Trust. 
Little Princess Trust is a special charity which provides free real hair wigs to children and young 
people with hair loss, and fundraises for vital research into childhood cancers. They rely on do-
nations like Aimee’s to continue their work. 

We’re proud of your amazing pro-social attitude.

GOVERNOR VACANCY

We currently have a 
vacancy for a School 

Governor.
We are particularly 

looking for volunteers 
that have experience or 
interest in HR, Personnel 

or Finance.

To find out more about 
the role please click here 

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/more/the-role-of-a-governor


CHANGES TO BANK HOLIDAYS 2020
Due to the decision to move the May Bank Holiday in 2020 from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th May 

(to commemorate VE Day), please take this as early notice that school holidays will be the same.

Please be reminded that holidays cannot be authorised during the school term and fines may be 
issued for unauthorised absence.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with  unauthorised 

absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to 

parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences. 
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue 

from fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings. 

YOU CAN READ OUR FULL ATTENDANCE POLICY HERE

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/policies/attendance-policy


Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am 
sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the 
holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the 
start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your 
child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can 
respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
respond to emails or myed messages out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-
a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 

 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Monday 6th January Back to School
Wednesday 29th January Year 8A Parents Evening

Thursday 6th February Year 8E Parents Evening
Friday 14th February Break up for Half Term

Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder

Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 

information and this has caused confusion for some families.  

IN PARTICULAR PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO MAY BANK HOLIDAY 2020

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

