Newsletter

30th August 2019

Welcome message from the Head of school.
We welcomed back our students in Year 8 and Year 9 after the summer break all
looking self conscious but very smart in their new uniforms. A particular warm
welcome was also extended to our new Year 7s who appeared a bit nervous on
their first day but looked very settled in class when I walked round the building on
Thursday and today.
Everyone looked smart and ready to learn at the start of term. Thank you to parents
for your support in getting your children ready to learn at Ivanhoe. The positive
response in the community has been overwhelming for the changes we have made
this year.
We welcome some new teaching staff to Ivanhoe this year:
Mrs Lee – English Teacher
Miss Papworth – Drama Teacher
Miss Williams – Design Teacher
Mr Cox - Science Teacher
And we also welcome back Mrs Carver to the science team following her maternity leave.
One of my favourite quotations regarding education is:
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” by Nelson Mandela
I often reflect on the importance of what we do in schools and how crucial our role is in shaping the future. Part of
our development at Ivanhoe this year is to focus on enriching our curriculum and developing mastery skills so that
our students accumulate powerful knowledge for their journeys in education and life.
At Ivanhoe we are looking forward to another successful year.
Mrs Allford
Head of school

Making Contact With School
Please can we ask all parents that if you need to ask a question, or wish to make a comment about anything to
do with school life please either
Phone school on: 01530 412 756 or for general enquiries email: office@ivanhoe.co.uk
Use the clickable email links on our website to contact specific members of staff
or use the MyEd Communication App

PLEASE DO NOT ASK QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOL TWITTER PAGE.
Thank you for your understanding on this matter.

Uniform Update
How amazing do the students look in their new uniforms?
A huge thank you to parents and students who have embraced the changes. We
have been overwhelmed by how smart the students all look. We are pleased to
have also been contacted by members of the public complimenting the students
on their smartness.
There have been a few very small hiccups;
• Please remind your child that makeup and jewellery (apart from
a watch and small stud/sleeper earrings) are not permitted at
school.
• Shoes need to be polishable leather/leather look.
• Shirts should be tucked in.
• Finally skirts should be on the knee or longer, rolling up of skirts is
not permitted.
By following the uniform guidelines
students will ensure that they do not
receive consequences, making for a more
positive school experience for all.
If you have been contacted about incorrect
uniform please ensure you child is in
correct uniform from Monday 2nd.

OLD UNIFORM COLLECTION
• PLEASE BRING WASHED/UNDAMAGED UNIFORM TO
SCHOOL WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 02/09/19
UNTIL FRIDAY 06/09/19
•

PLEASE TAKE ITEMS TO RECEPTION.

• WE CAN ACCEPT SWEATSHIRTS, POLOS, TROUSERS, SKIRTS, PE JOGGERS
AND COATS.
• WE CANNOT TAKE DAMAGED OR /EXCESSIVELY WORN CLOTHING. PLEASE
RECYCLE THESE WITH YOUR HOUSEHOLD WASTE OR AT A CLOTHING BANK.
• The donations will be sent to Feed the Hungry
UK, are a Christian organisation, who have agreed
to take our uniform donations and distribute it
in countries such as Syria, where refugees are in
desperate need of warm clothing.

The Ivanhoe Way
If you are a new or existing parent you are sure to have heard your child mention, ‘The Ivanhoe
Way’. As you can see on the poster on the following page, this is a clear guide to how we do
things at Ivanhoe College; the expectations we have for students and the way that we feel that
they will achieve the best from their time at the school. Last year this had a very positive effect
on behaviour and attitudes around the school and we will continue to embed this across the
whole school ethos.

The Right Attitude

There will be an increased expectation on students to be more responsible in school. We feel that the
guidelines in the Ivanhoe Way are clear to students about how they should behave. We have already
developed a strong culture of pro-social behaviour in the school and the community which will be
further embedded this year. This strong emphasis on respect and doing the right thing, coupled with
a focus on being ready to learn with the right equipment, smart uniform and a strong focus in lessons
will be a key to success. As such we will be recognising students for pro-social behaviour, and singing
the praises of those students putting in the extra effort or achieving well.

Attending Every Day

We want to see a renewed commitment to attendance from all students and parents. Attending
everyday is so crucial to your child’s education. With so much to fit in to our wide and varied curriculum,
regularly missing lessons could see your child fall behind their peers, or having to give extra time to
catch up.
Poor attendance has one of the biggest effects on poor GCSE results: If you have between 96-100%
attendance you have a 73% of gaining 5 good grade GCSEs. If your attendance drops to between
80-90%, then your chances of getting those 5 GCSEs drops to a 35% chance. Let us work together to
ensure your child has the best chances.
We have a huge range of extra curricular clubs in all areas, a thriving and popular library, school
council, fundraising fun days and more. So if your child misses school; in addition to missing out on
crucial lessons, they also will miss out on all the other things that Ivanhoe has to offer.

Success

We are confident that your child will succeed at Ivanhoe if they follow the Ivanhoe Way. We will help
and encourage your child to have a growth mindset which will involve a developing a ‘can do’ attitude
to problem solving and resilience to learn from mistakes. We will offer help and guidance when they
need it through our strong network of staff including form tutors and student support workers. All we
ask in return from your child is that they do their best.

In conjunction with the pledge for students to follow the Ivanhoe Way, we will
be will be checking that all students and parents have signed the updated Home
School Agreement in the Student Planner.

The deadline for this is Monday 2nd September
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ATTENDANCE
At Ivanhoe we have a strong commitment to helping all of our students to achieve well and gain the very
best experience at the college both in and outside of lessons.
Excellent attendance is at the heart of the Ivanhoe Way – students cannot be successful and fully
committed to college life if they to do attend school well.
Ivanhoe students who go on to achieve well in their GCSEs typically have attendance of 97% - that’s less
than 6 days off over the whole school year.
The government has introduced powers for the local authority to issue Penalty Notices in cases where
parents do not take responsibility for ensuring their child’s attendance at school.
There are many reasons why children might be absent from school, some are unavoidable, for example
serious illness. However, many are preventable. If we all work together, we can reduce absence.

Lost learning last year
392 Hours of learning were lost last year due to lateness to school.
Please ensure your child allows adequate time to travel to school.
600 Hours of learning were lost due to in lesson toilet trips, averaging 38 minutes per student
(at 5 minutes a trip)
This lost learning has an impact not only on the students not in class, but also on the other
students and teacher in that class due to interruptions. This is why we will continue to encourage
students to not go to the loo during lessons.

Tutor groups, Houses and assemblies
Our vertical tutor groups help students in Years 7, 8 and 9 to get to know each other and to
mix positively around the college. We would like to thank all our Year 8 and 9 students who
have been so helpful and welcoming to Year 7 students. Well done to Year 7 students who have
managed to find their way around the college so quickly this year.
We have established a new House Assembly routine in the
mornings:
Earth - Tuesday (House Link- Dave Berrow)
Water - Wednesday (House Link - Sarah Lane)
Fire - Thursday (House Link - Emma Boussida)
Air- Friday (House Link - Emma Cresswell)
Each assembly starts at 8.45am prompt, and students need to
remember which day their assembly takes place and go straight to
the Hall before this time. A bell rings at 8.40am and all students should be in place by this time.

Punctuality
The vast majority of students are here on time and are punctual to their lessons and we thank
them and their parents and carers for this. However, a small minority of our students are
regularly late and we will be working with them to improve this and if necessary sanctioning
them. Could we ask all parents and carers to ensure that their child is in their tutor group by
8.40? If you drive them to school, we would ask you to allow time for slight delays when traffic
is heavy.

PARKING - A POLITE REMINDER
DUE TO CONGESTION ON THE SCHOOL CAR PARK AT THE START AND THE END OF SCHOOL DAY
WITH SCHOOL BUSES, IF YOU DRIVE YOUR CHILD, PLEASE CAN YOU MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO
DROP OFF AND COLLECT THEM OFF-SITE.
WE WOULD SUGGEST EITHER THE LIBRARY OR HOOD PARK CAR PARK
THIS WILL ENSURE THE SAFETY OF ALL OF OUR STUDENTS AND STAFF

BUS PASSES
• STUDENTS SHOULD NOT EXPECT TO TRAVEL IF THEY DO NOT
HAVE A VALID BUS PASS.
• ANYONE WHO HAS LOST OR FORGOTTEN THEIR PASS SHOULD
GO TO RECEPTION AT THE BEGINNING OF MORNING BREAK TO
COLLECT A TEMPORARY ONE, AT A COST OF £1.
• STUDENTS SHOULD NOT INTERRUPT LESSONS BECAUSE THEY
HAVE LOST/FORGOTTEN PASSES, NOR SHOULD THEY LEAVE IT TO THE END OF THE SCHOOL
DAY.

Building Improvement Update
We are really pleased to announce that we have been successful in bidding for
another grant from the government C.I.F. (Condition Improvement Fund.
You will see scaffolding being erected to the front of the school as part of the
works to upgrade the roof insulation in the main school building, following
previous works on other areas of the school. Not only does this improve the
teaching environment for students, but ensuring more consistent temperatures
in classrooms, but it also has a positive environmental impact on our energy
efficiency.
In addition we have funding to replace our M6 classroom (where Mrs Proctor is based) the existing room is a
wooden structure, which has declined dramatically in condition. Before Christmas this will have been replaced by
a fantastic new modular block. There will be minimal disruption to students as Mrs Proctor’s classes are currently
based in our already refurbished Flexible Learning Centre (F.L.C.)
During the Summer holidays our Premises team were particularly busy. As well as school maintenance such as
deep cleaning and classroom painting they also upgraded the gas pipes in the school science block. Our ICT team
also upgraded our CCTV system.
In addition our Premises team over saw the complete revamp of our
old Student Support Area to become the new Care and Guidance
Area, housing our Care and Guidance Staff for each year group, our
Attendance Support Officer and our School Therapist. This custom
designed space incorporates safe and calm rooms for students in
reflection as well as spaces for intensive student support, one to one
and in small groups and for meetings with external agencies. We are
delighted with the outcome and know it will benefit our students
massively.

For the most up to date information
about your child, don’t forget to
download Ivanhoe’s MY Ed app.
To download the app go to your device app store and search for ‘My Ed’.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.
You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be automatically cross checked with our
in-school system. This is intended to safeguard the information of your child to ensure only approved contacts can
receive the data.

CHANGES
TO
BANK
HOLIDAYS
2020
Due to the decision to move the May Bank Holiday in 2020 from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th May
(to commemorate VE Day), please take this as early notice that school holidays will be the same.

Please be reminded that holidays cannot be authorised during the school term and fines may be
issued for unauthorised absence.

Ivanhoe Term Dates - Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school.
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct
information and this has caused confusion for some families.
IN PARTICULAR PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO MAY BANK HOLIDAY 2020
Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with unauthorised
absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to
parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences.
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue
from fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings.

Events Calendar
Date

Monday 2nd September
Thursday 19th September
Thursday 3rd October
Thursday 10th October
Friday 11th October
Monday 21st October
Wednesday 23rd October
Wednesday 30th October

Event

Deadline to sign Home/College
Agreement
Year 8 HPV Immunisation
Open Evening
Last Day of Half Term for Students
Staff Training Day - School Closed
Back to School
Year 7 Parent/Tutor Evening
Year 7 Halloween Disco

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am
sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the
holidays.
We would therefore recommend that you….
• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the
start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your
child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can
respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to
respond to emails etc. out of school hours.
• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-ofa-child
• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.
Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore

