
    Newsletter
 13 th  February  2020

Dear parents and carers

I am writing to let you know that I will be retiring from my post at Ivanhoe College, and also my role at 
Ibstock Community College, at the end of the summer term this year. I am giving governors sufficient 
notice so that we can ensure a smooth transition to new leadership, and we are currently advertising 
for a Headteacher for Ivanhoe College to start in the Autumn Term 2020.

I feel honoured to have been the Principal and now Executive Headteacher at Ivanhoe for the last 11 
years and I have thoroughly enjoyed the challenge and the journey we have been on during this time. 
Over the last two years I have also really enjoyed having the opportunity to lead Ibstock Community 
College alongside my work at Ivanhoe and I am pleased to see the progress of students in both schools 
and the continued development of the leadership and staff teams. 

I know that both schools are well placed for the next steps that we have been working towards: age 
range change to 11-16 and working together in a multi academy trust. Although these changes are 
taking longer than we anticipated I am confident that we will find a way forward in this complex 
process. I can confirm that it is very much our intention at Ivanhoe College to change from an 11-14 
school to an 11-16 school as soon as it is possible, so that young people in our area can attend their 
successful local secondary schools continuously until they take their GCSEs. 

The recruitment process for the new Headteacher is expected to be complete in April 2020 and we 
will inform you of the outcome in due course. In the meantime it is very much ‘business as usual’ at 
Ivanhoe College and, as ever, we continue to work hard to ensure success for all our students in their 
learning and other activities.

Yours faithfully,

 

Anne-Marie Blewitt
Executive Headteacher

Enrichment Day
This is a reminder that the first 
day back after half term is an 
Enrichment Day.
All of Year 7 and Year 8A will be out 
on trips. 

Please ensure students are 
prepared for the trip including the 
correct clothing and lunches as 
needed. 



Miss Motivators Make a Change
A huge thank you and to our nine ‘Miss Motivators’ who decided that they wanted to redecorate 
the girls changing rooms as a surprise for the rest of the girls at Ivanhoe. They worked tirelessly 
until 9pm on Friday 7th February with only a short break for pizza. The result is a refreshed look 
and a calming atmosphere that all of the girls will benefit 
from. 

Miss Motivators is a group who aim to increase and 
maintain girls’ interest in fitness and sports, when 
participation can often reduce dramatically at high school 
age. 

Well done to all the girls who 
took part. 
• Lola Johnson
• Eve Newman
• Amelia Clements
• Emi Dylewska 
• Hannah Shaw
• Harriet Cave
• Annabel Ward
• Lauren Fone
• Nyah Jordan 

Also a massive thanks needs to go to Ben from the premises 
team , who stayed late from Premises to allow it to happen! 



This year’s focus for World Book Day is all about reading; Reading for pleasure, 
reading for learning and reading as shared experience. As such we have a range of 
activities planned to embrace the theme:

Tutor groups will be taking part in an interhouse ‘READING BINGO’ competition, so 
please encourage your child to finish their book for this task. 

We have a design a book cover competition in school, with prizes to be won. Students 
can collect an entry form from our school library.

Staff will be taking the opportunity to 
read to students during the week as 
part of ‘drop everything and listen’

Finally, following the success of last
year’s event we will be running a 
book swap event .
 
We hope even more students this
year will be able to take part in 
this fun activity. 

Please see details opposite and 
support if you can. 

Mrs Longhurst



Reading Rampage is  a challenge specifically for secondary school pupils in 
participating Leicester and Leicestershire schools, is co-ordinated by Whatever it 
Takes (WiT), Leicester Neighbourhood Services: Libraries, Creative Learning Services 
and School Development Support Agency (SDSA).

Reading Rampage is aimed at boosting reading miles and encourage reading for 
pleasure with students in Year 7, 8 and 9.  

There are 10 books that students are challenged to read all of varying lengths so 
there is something for everyone.  Students do not have to read every book they can read as many as they like.  

Across Leicestershire there will be 
competitions along the way for 
students to take part in and win prizes. 
For example the student who can 
gain the most miles (pages in book 
equate to 1 page = 1 mile) and reach 
the furthest destination.  

At the end of May students will be asked 
to select their favourite book which 
will  then be nominated in the Reading 
Rampage Best Book Award.  

We will also be celebrating student 
reading in school too.

Youth Speaks 
Competition
On Saturday 8th February,  3 

Year 7 students, Harry Booton, Alfie Smith and Jenny Wilkinson, 
took part in the Rotary Youth Speaks competition semi finals. The 
event was held at Beauchamp college in Oadby and they were 
representing the Ashby Hastings Rotary club as well as the school. 
They had qualified for the semi finals back in November 2019.

Their topic was to discuss plastic pollution and although 
they were the team youngest taking part in the competition 
and although they did not qualify for the District final, they all 
performed brilliantly, receiving full marks for team work and smartness.

They are looking forward to taking part as a team again next year, using 
their experience and the feedback they received from the judges this 
year to help them progress even further.  

Well done to all 3 and thank you for being such excellent ambassadors 
for Ivanhoe College.



ENGINEERING TRIP
On Wednesday, 29th January, eight Year 9 students visited 
the Engineering Department of Nottingham University for the 
Caterpillar Robotics and Engineering Day. After an introductory 
presentation to the Department and to ‘Engineering’ as a career, students worked in pairs to build 
an infra-red remote control robot beetle. The construction process allowed them to learn about gear 
structure, motor principles and electric circuits. After lunch, the students were given a short tour of the 
University’s engineering facilities before returning to continue working on their ‘beetle’. The students 
had a great experience and an enjoyable time, all being able to take 
home their handiwork or a new kit on which to begin again!

Student Council News
On Wednesday 5th February the Student Council met for the second time this school 
year. Working in house groups, with a nominated secretary and speaker they started by 
doing a ‘GROW’ AND ‘GLOW’ of our current Interhouse arrangements. Students came up 
with ideas for new competitions as well as ideas to encourage participation from more 
students. Following the feedback our House Leaders have already started work on a new competition which they 

will be organising and running.

After this, groups worked on task 2 which was to further consider 
our ‘Eco’ plans for the school. In particular they focussed on how 
they could promote the reduction of single use plastics not only 
to the student body, but also staff and parents. They had some 
interesting ideas including the use of video messages.

As the next step to continue with the ‘Eco’ plans students were 
asked to put themselves forward for a new subgroup of the 
Student Council who will be working with 2 members of staff on 
some additional projects.

We look forward to bringing you more news of this later in the 
year.

Finally the Student Council were asked to remind students and 
parents that we would no longer be selling bottles of water ins 
school after the Easter holidays. 



FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED 
ABSENCES

• We are required to submit attendance data, 
including details of students with  unauthorised 
absences to Leicestershire County Council.

• As part of the crack down on poor attendance 
the Council will now be issuing fines to parents.

• This will be for term time holidays and other 
unauthorised absences. 

• The school have no involvement in the issuing 
of fines, nor do we receive any revenue from 
fining.

• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for 
each child if they are siblings. 

YOU CAN READ OUR FULL ATTENDANCE 
POLICY HERE

 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Friday 14th February Break up for Half Term
Monday 24th February Back to School
Monday 24th February Enrichment Day 2

Year 7 - Beaumanor Trip
Year 8A - Thinktank Trip

Monday 2nd March Year 7 Campout Parent Meeting.
6.30-7.30pm

Tues 3rd - Thurs 5th March Year 9 Plas Gwynant Trip
Wednesday 4th March S.T.E.A.M. Show 5-7pm

Tuesday 10th March Year 7A Parents Evening
Wednesday 11th March Year 8 ‘Much Ado’ Tour

Friday 13th March Sports Relief
Tuesday 17th March Year 9 Romeo & Juliet Tour
Thursday 19th March Year 7E Parents Evening

Friday 20th March Liaison Concert 7-9pm
Tuesday 24th March Year 8 Warning Zone

Fri 27th-Sun 29th March Year 7 Campout Trip
Monday 30th March Year 8 Whitby Parent Meeting.

6.30-7.30pm
Friday 3rd April Last Day of Term

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/policies/attendance-policy
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/policies/attendance-policy


CHANGES TO BANK HOLIDAYS 2020
Due to the decision to move the May Bank Holiday in 2020 from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th 
May (to commemorate VE Day), please take this as early notice that school holidays will be the 

same.

Please be reminded that holidays cannot be authorised during the school term and fines may be 
issued for unauthorised absence.

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am 
sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the 
holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the 
start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your 
child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can 
respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
respond to emails or myed messages out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-
a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 

Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 

information and this has caused confusion for some families.  

IN PARTICULAR PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO MAY BANK HOLIDAY 2020

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

