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ENRICHMENT DAY
PLEASE NOTE THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE OF DATE OF ENRICHMENT DAY 2 

 IT IS NOW ON MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY.

THIS IS THE FIRST DAY BACK AFTER HALF TERM 

THERE WILL BE TRIPS FOR ALL OF YEAR 7 AND HALF OF YEAR 8 ON THIS DAY, 
SO PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE DOWNLOADED THE MYED APP TO GET 

THE QUICKEST INFORMATION ABOUT THESE TRIPS.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ASK ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TRIPS BEFORE WE BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM.

Dear Parents and Carers,

A well done to all of our students who have made it through their January subject assessments. We 
hope that they have found the new guidance on homework and revision in short bursts to be helpful and 
manageable. We believe this will start to give them good study habits for their GCSEs in the future.

See later in the newsletter for full details of our new style reports and how to interpret them.  The change 
to our assessment system has inevitably led to a change in how we report to parents. Mr Berrow has 
been working with a group parents to test out the format of the new reports and I hope you agree that 
the changes have been helpful.

Lunchtime Provision
Brrr .. it’s cold out there. As the cold weather 
continues to bite, more and more students choose to 
stay cosy and warm inside during lunch time.  Those 
students who are most organised have ordered a grab 
bag lunch so there is no queuing at all – just a long 
relaxing sit down with the friends in the hall.  

Knowledge organisers
A reminder to parents that all our knowledge organisers are available on Moodle for students 
to download.  At Ivanhoe, we promote a knowledge rich curriculum. Topics range from Ovid’s 
Metamorphosis to  the Slave Trade.  Chat to your child and get them to show you the wide variety of 
topics they cover across their academic curriculum. 

Alison Allford - Head of School.



Understanding your child’s report
What are scholarship indicators and why are they important?
You will have noticed on reports the first section title is “Scholarship indicators” these are all things 
about your child that have a direct effect on their learning and progress over time. They are also things 
that you and your child can have a real impact on, improving their chances of success

Each of the indicators is colour coded to show whether currently it is positive, has room for 
improvement or is a negative.
Scholarship Indicator Key used below
GREEN- Positive impact on learning
AMBER - Room for improvement
RED - Negative impact on learning

The subject information
For each subject your child studies there is key information to help you understand the progress they 
are making. 

FFT estimated GCSE grades and % chance
An initial estimate, based performance at primary school, of their GCSE outcome and a percentage 
chance or getting this grade or higher. It is important to realise that this is only an estimate and does 
not take into account the varied nature of learning. We include the % chance to show that through 
hard work and application in lessons your child can significantly improve their chances of achieving and 
exceeding their estimate. 

The school average estimated GCSE grade shows you the average grade for the whole year in each 
subject.

Scholarship Indicator                      
(Data collected on 29.1.2020)

Why this Scholarship Indicator is important for successful learning.

%Attendance Attendance of 96% and above gives Noah the best chance if achieving well 
in his GCSEs. Every day missed impacts on the grades he could achieve.

Number of House Points House Points are awarded for being a pro-social member of the college 
community.  A high number of House Points indicates a positive attitude, 
good effort and a willingness to consistently follow the Ivanhoe Way. (Year 
7 average value is xxHP.)

Number of times late for 
registration and lessons.

Punctuality is an indicator of attitude to learning. Form Time is a vital 
part of the college day.  It includes registration which is essential for 
safeguarding as well as specifically supporting Janet to be prepared for 
the day ahead.

Number of times homework 
has not been completed.

Being equipped for lessons is an indicator of preparedness and personal 
responsibility, both of which are essential for learning.

Number of behaviour 
Consequence Points.

A Reading Age in line with chronological age is important for future 
success. It has been shown that reading for 20 minutes a day can have a 
significant impact on a child’s reading age.



Subject School 
average

Estimated 
GCSE Grade

FFT Estimated 
GCSE Grade

% chance of 
this grade or 

above

On Track Attitude to 
Learning

Homework 
Grade

English 5 6 58% No C C
Mathematics 5 7 68% Yes A A

Science 5 6 74% Yes A A
French 4 6 69% Yes A A

On Track
This column shows you whether your child is currently on track to achieve at least their GCSE estimate. This 
is based on the normal class assessments that have been carried out by teachers and any other written 
assessments, such as the recent mid-year assessments for Year 7. 
Our judgement is based on whether your child is currently learning and remembering enough knowledge 
as well as developing understanding, in line with what we would expect if they are to achieve at least their 
Estimated GCSE grade.
Learning is not a straight line and because students learn at different rates, being on track is simply a 
snapshot of how your child is doing currently. Continuing to work hard in lesson and on Scholarship 
indicators makes it more likely they will be on track. The target in all lessons is for students to learn as 
much as they can. Sometimes they will find this harder or easier and progress will be quicker or slower 
accordingly. 

Attitude to Learning and Homework
The grades show your child’s attitude in lessons and to homework as this again has a direct impact on 
their progress. Each of the grades is colour coded to show whether currently it is positive, has room for 
improvement or is a negative.

Grade Attitude to Learning Homework Grade
A Consistently outstanding attitude and approach 

to learning. A role model to others. This is 
having a very positive impact on learning.

Excellent engagement with homework which 
is having a very positive impact on learning. 
Knowledge is remembered and understood.

B Consistently good attitude and making positive 
contributions.  This is having a positive impact 
on learning.

Good engagement with homework which is 
having a positive impact on learning. Knowledge 
is usually remembered.

C Mostly good attitude with occasional lapses.  
This may begin to have a negative impact on 
learning.

Homework is completed but engagement is 
inconsistent and does not always show good 
learning.

D Inconsistent attitude and this is having a 
negative impact on learning. You may have 
already been contacted regarding your child’s 
attitude.

Homework is regularly not completed and 
therefore homework is making very little 
contribution to learning.

E Attitude is often poor and this is having a very 
negative impact on learning.  You should have 
been contacted already, regarding your child’s 
attitude.

Homework is regularly not completed and 
therefore homework is making very little 
contribution to learning.

N Your child does not participate in this subject. Homework is not applicable usually because of 
the practical nature of this subject.

I hope this has helped you to understand your child’s should you have any questions or comments please do contact 
me at school.
d.berrow@ivanhoe.co.uk  -  Dave Berrow



SMART WATCHES
We politely remind parents and students that we do not allow SMART watches in school, with the 
exception of activity only trackers (such as fitbits which do not receive messages or notifications. )

Whilst we appreciate that technology advances are often 
embraced by young people there are a number of reasons why 
we do not allow SMART watches on campus: 

• They are tempting distractions to students during learning 
time and text messages and alerts can disrupt lessons.

• The ability on some smart watches to take photos in school 
could leave our vulnerable students at risk.

• They are expensive equipment and we do not want students 
to risk damaging or losing them at school.

Thank you for your support on this matter. 

SEND Parent Support 
Group 24/01/20

We would like to say a huge thank you 
to everyone who attended our very 
first SEND Parent Support Group.

It was a really positive event which 
was only added to by the lovely 
atmosphere. All of your feedback has 
been very much appreciated and we 
will hopefully be able to look at some 
of the specialist topics that you have 
requested at future meetings.

We think that you will agree that it is a 
really worthwhile and useful forum, for 
us to share the wealth of knowledge 
that you all hold individually. We really 
value your continued support and look 
forward to our next gathering. 

Tea and cakes will of course be 
available. 



Attendance - A Guide for Parents
At Ivanhoe we want to stress the importance of GOING TO SCHOOL EVERY DAY.

Attendance = Achievement

GCSEs may seem a long way off for you and your child but all absence at any stage leads to gaps 
in your child’s learning. 
This in turn can:
• mean that they fall behind in work; 
• affect their motivation;
• affect their enjoyment of learning; 
• lead to poor behaviour; 
• affect their desire to attend school regularly; 
• affect their confidence in school; 
• mean they miss out on the social life of school and extra curricular opportunities and                                                                                 

experiences; 
• affect their ability to have or keep friendships.

The Department for Education has said that:
“There is a clear link between poor attendance at school and lower academic 
achievement.”

You’ll be surprised by the figures. Attendance of 95% still means your child has missed nearly 50 
lessons over the school year and nearly two weeks of school!* 
(*Based on school year being 190 days)



If your child appears upset or is reluctant to go to school, contact our Family Liaison and             
Attendance officer Mrs Pennington (f.pennington@ivanhoe.co.uk) and we can support you.

By making your child’s school attendance a priority, you will be taking an important step in 
supporting your child’s school successand setting a good example.

Remember — Every day counts! 

Attendance and the Law
After 10 days of unexplained illness we will require medical evidence for any further absences 
due to illness.  Without medical evidence (e.g. appointment card, copy of prescription/
medication) the absence will not be authorised.

Unauthorised Absences
You are legally responsible for ensuring your child attends school. One day they will thank you. 
Their best chance of securing successful jobs is through attending school EVERY DAY.
It is the schools legal responsibility to inform the local authority of students with excessive 
unauthorised absences, including school time holidays. They will then issue a ‘Notice of Intention 
to Fine’. Should the student gain any further unauthorised absences the fine of £120 per parent 
will be issued.

Research has shown that your child’s attendance record may be the 
biggest factor influencing their academic success and 

in life after education.



This year’s Safer Internet Day will focus on exploring our identities online. In house assemblies, 
students will be encouraged to explore identity online, and how the internet shapes the way that 
they think about ourselves and others. In form time, students will be looking in more detail as to 
how they present themselves online. This Safer Internet Day, we will celebrate our differences in an 
online world and help all students work towards creating a truly inclusive internet.

On the following page we’re offering a task that can be done at home with the whole family. 
Creating an internet safety plan can everyone in understanding the differences in what young people 
use the internet for compared to adults and help you in guiding them in dealing with the excitement 
and challenges of the online world. By opening up conversations around identity online, young 
people can be inspired and empowered to support each other to be who they want to be, both 
online and offline.

In the next half term, we’re hoping to re-run the online safety information session for parents 
that we ran before Christmas. To be sure that you get these essential dates, please ensure you’ve 
updated any contact details with the school and ensure that the MyEd app is installed and updated 
on your smartphone. 

Mr Thornewill - Subject Leader Computing





UCAS
CLICK HERE

ASHBY SCHOOL
CLICK HERE

SUCCESS AT SCHOOL
CLICK HERE

DEADLINE FOR FORMS TO BE RETURNED TO IVANHOE
MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2020

https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/uploads/files/051219%20Options%20booklet%20for%202020%20entry%20PN%20Edit1(1).pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/
https://successatschool.org/
https://successatschool.org/


Are you a STEM Ambassador or 
Do you work in a STEM Industry/Company?

The students would love to invite more industry professionals to see their pro-
jects on display at the 4th Annual Ivanhoe 

S.T.E.A.M. Show 
on Wednesday 4th March 5-7pm

If you would like to find out more or would like some information sent to your 
company please email d.deacon@ivanhoe.co.uk

If your child has registered to take part in the show, please could you ensure that they are on 
track to complete their project, and that they inform staff about any further equipment or help 

they might need.
We have managed to secure sponsorship for this year’s show and so there are some great 

prizes for the winners.  

THE END OF BOTTLED WATER FOR SALE AT IVANHOE

As we continue to work towards the Student Council aim of 
reducing the amount of single use plastics in school,we will 
stop selling bottles of plain water in school when we return 
after the Easter holiday.

Currently we can sell up to 1200 bottles of water a 
week, and while we are pleased that our students are 
understanding the benefits of staying hydrated through the 
date, we hope you can understand why we feel that this 
environmental impact is unsustainable.

We always encourage students and staff to bring a reusable 
bottles from home, and there are a number of locations 
around school for students to refill them between lessons.

We also have reuable water bottles for sale through wise-
pay, and students can even exchange house points for a 
water bottle.

We will still be selling other drinks in school.

Thank you for supporting the Student Council. 





FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES

• We are required to submit attendance data, 
including details of students with  unauthorised 
absences to Leicestershire County Council.

• As part of the crack down on poor attendance 
the Council will now be issuing fines to parents.

• This will be for term time holidays and other 
unauthorised absences. 

• The school have no involvement in the issuing 
of fines, nor do we receive any revenue from 
fining.

• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for 
each child if they are siblings. 

YOU CAN READ OUR FULL ATTENDANCE POLICY HERE

 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Monday 6th January Back to School
Wednesday 29th January Year 8A Parents Evening

Thursday 6th February Year 8E Parents Evening
Sun 9th- Tues 11th February Year 9 Belgium Trip

Friday 14th February Break up for Half Term
Monday 24th February Back to School
Monday 24th February Enrichment Day 2

Year 7 - Beaumanor Trip
Year 8A - Thinktank Trip

Monday 2nd March Year 7 Campout Parent Meeting.
6.30-7.30pm

Tues 3rd - Thurs 5th March Year 9 Plas Gwynant Trip
Wednesday 4th March S.T.E.A.M. Show 5-7pm

Tuesday 10th March Year 7A Parents Evening
Wednesday 11th March Year 8 ‘Much Ado’ Tour

Friday 13th March Sports Relief
Tuesday 17th March Year 9 Romeo & Juliet Tour
Thursday 19th March Year 7E Parents Evening

Friday 20th March Liaison Concert 7-9pm

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/policies/attendance-policy


CHANGES TO BANK HOLIDAYS 2020
Due to the decision to move the May Bank Holiday in 2020 from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th 
May (to commemorate VE Day), please take this as early notice that school holidays will be the 

same.

Please be reminded that holidays cannot be authorised during the school term and fines may be 
issued for unauthorised absence.

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am 
sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the 
holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the 
start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your 
child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can 
respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
respond to emails or myed messages out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-
a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 

Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 

information and this has caused confusion for some families.  

IN PARTICULAR PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO MAY BANK HOLIDAY 2020

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

