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A big well done and thank you to all our students
and staff for all their hard work this term –
and what an unusual term it has been.
Despite all of the challenges COVID 19 has thrown
our way, we have many achievements to celebrate
here at Ivanhoe. Of these achievements, the one I
am most proud of is the resilience and adaptability
shown by our students and staff throughout these
trying times. Students have shown an enthusiasm
for learning every day in school, demonstrating the
Ivanhoe Way. Our staff have worked tirelessly
since we returned to school in August to ensure
quality learning can still take place. I am incredibly
proud of what our students, staff, parents and community
working together has achieved. Well done and thank
you Ivanhoe.
As a school we have been very successful in minimising the
transmission of COVID 19 and our high standards of
ventilation, hand hygiene and protecting bubbles will
continue into the new term when we return to school in
the new year.
This festive season will certainly be an unusual one – but I hope that
you and your families are able to celebrate and have time to rest and
recuperate. If you are able to, please consider putting a reading
book in your child’s stocking this Christmas. Reading is part of our
Ivanhoe Way, and research from the National Literacy Trust has
shown that owning books of their own can lead to more positive
attitudes to reading and can contribute to higher reading ages.
I would finally like to wish our student and parents, from all the staff
and governors of the school, a very Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year. Stay safe, keep well and we will see you in 2021.
Alison Allford
Headteacher

Christmas Track and Trace
Please be aware that Ivanhoe college leaders will have to continue contact tracing in the event of positive cases through to Wednesday December 23. We will be responsible, at very short notice, for informing
families that they will need to self-isolate over the Christmas period. You will appreciate that this is not
an ideal situation for anyone, but we have maintained our high standards of hygeine at school in the last
week to hopefully prevent transmission.
For information, please see our Test and Trace arrangements below should you need to contact us regarding your child having Covid sypmtoms:
IF YOU ARE CONTACTING US BEFORE WEDNESDAY 23RD DECEMBER AT 3.30pm:
If you are contacting us to inform us as a positive result (for your child or for a member of your household)
your whole household will need to self-isolate for 10 days and your child must not attend school. As soon
as possible, contact covidresults@ivanhoe.co.uk and please forward on to this email address the following
details:
•
Your telephone number
•
The date that your child was last in school
•
The date that your child started with COVID symptoms
Social contacts: Please inform NHS Track and Trace with the following information for social contacts 48
hours prior to the onset of symptoms. https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk/
•
Details of any students that your child is particularly friendly with
•
Details of the school bus contacts that your child takes to and from school (if applicable)
When you contact us, a member of the school leadership team will be in touch ASAP to complete the remaining in school track and trace. In the meantime, we would strongly discourage test results (regardless
of the outcome) being published on personal social media. For further information please visit
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/more/covid-absence
IF YOU ARE CONTACTING US AFTER WEDNESDAY 23RD DECEMBER AT 3.30pm:
If you are contacting us to inform us of a positive result (for your child or for a member of your household)
your whole household will need to self-isolate for 10 days. Your child must not attend school until their
self-isolation period finishes.
Please contact NHS Track and Trace who will give further advice on isolation and conduct any necessary
track and tracing. You can use the grids below to give an indication of self-isolation dates:
Earliest return day for positive tests*

Students can return to their normal routine and stop self-isolating after 10 days if symptoms have
gone, or if they continue to have just a cough or anosmia. This is because a cough or anosmia can
last for several weeks once the infection has gone.
If you still have a high temperature after 10 days, stay at home and seek medical advice.
Earliest return day for self-isolation:

For further information please visit https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/more/covid-absence
Thank you for your support during this challenging term

School Reports
You should have now received your child’s subject report, which will give you an inidcation of
whether your child is ‘ON TRACK’ in each of their subjects as well as the scholarly indicators
such as attendance and reading age.
For further information on understanding the report you can watch the following videos by
clicking the links.

• Year 7 reports
• Year 8 and 9 reports
if you have any further questions please contact your child’s subject teacher in the first
instance.

“Governors’ Update: Business as (much as) usual
If we ever needed
to know how central
schools are to life of a
community, then 2020
has provided us with
all the evidence we will
ever need.
As a whole the school
community has
responded really well to
the dislocation of their
normals. Our pupils
adapted well to working
from home and to the
changes on the school estate, to wearing masks, the obsessive cleaning of hands, and maintaining
as much space as year 7s, 8s and 9s can muster. As parents, carers and guardians, you also rose
to the challenge of this year (how many of us saw in the New Year thinking we would need to
dust off our grammar, our French or our simultaneous equations…?). You have done a fine job
in supporting your children and ensuring that this pandemic will not have a long term impact on
their education. You are the hidden heroes of 2020, and we offer our thanks to you.
Our teaching staff quickly adapted to the changes asked of them, in maintaining the high standard
of education they provide and in taking the steps to keep everyone as safe as they can. We
cannot underestimate how difficult it has been for teachers to step back into classrooms when
the contagion or impact of the disease was not fully know. The winter break is – for them –
well overdue. The senior leadership team have worked hard to ensure that everything has run
smoothly and in showing continual good judgment in interpreting the never ending changes to
government advice during the pandemic. As a governing body we offer thanks to all of the school
community for what they have done during 2020, and what they continue to do to make the
school and our pupils resilient to whatever might happen in 2021, although we hope and trust
2021 will be better!
The role of the governing body is to ensure the school meets its statutory obligations, sets a
sustainable budget, holds the school to account, and to offer guidance and advice from our variety
of working backgrounds. As with everyone else in Britain, we all learned how to ‘zoom’. But only
after we’d learned how to ‘Teams’ (and decided we were not that keen). We managed to maintain
our schedule of full governing body meetings, as well as the sub-committees that cover the full
breadth of the activities of the school. Whilst we were not able to do the same number of inperson visits as we would do normally, we have found tech-literate alternatives to visits and we are
confident that we understand the life of the school as well as we would in more normal years. As
a result of the combined efforts of the senior team, the teachers and the governing body, we have
a financially secure school, that is delivering a quality education across the board that sets up our
young people to fulfil their potential.

The Governors were also involved in two potential major changes to Ivanhoe this year. We saw
the long-standing and successful Anne-Marie Blewitt leave as our College Principal and we
welcomed Alison Allford as the new Head Teacher. Although not by any means finalised we also
saw the College make its first steps towards a potential age-range change, with the governing
body approving, in principle, this change and asking for your views on it. We also asked you for
your views on Ivanhoe becoming part of a multi-academy trust, something whilst also not set
in stone we believe will further cement its strong financial footings. If confirmed, the age-range
change would be a big step for the school, allowing it to offer an education through to the GCSE
examinations. The governors are confident that the school is well placed to make this change,
and to offer pupils the choice to remain with us to gain their GCSEs. As with any potential
significant change, it will bring new challenges, and the governors actively seek those with the
right mix of skills and experiences to put themselves forward to be on the governing body.
So, as we sign off from 2020, the governing body would like to wish you a merry Christmas, and
the hope that you manage a restful break.”

Attendance Update
A huge thank you to all of our families, students and our staff for their commitment to
keeping themselves and others safe, and following the government guidance both in and
out of school. As a result we have been the only secondary school in the area that has not
had to send a year group home to isolate. Of our very few cases, none have originated in
the school building. In addition to this, our students have shown their fantastic attitude
to learning, by not using Covid as an excuse for poor
attendance and missed days. We have the highest
attendance rate in the county. Well done!
School attendance figures including covid absences
84.7% Local Authority Schools
81.4% Nationally
93.5% Ivanhoe.
Our tutors, senior leaders and attendance officer have
been working behind the scenes to support students who
struggle with their attendance for a variety of reasons and we are pleased to say that this
group of students have also made massive improvements.
Congratulations to form 8YFB for having the highest attendance this term (not including
Covid absence)
Congratulations to form 9XKW for having the most improved attendance this term (not
including Covid absence)

PROCEDURE FOR SCHOOL CLOSURE IN THE
EVENT OF SNOW

Should we take the decision to close the school for health and safety reasons in the event of heavy
snow or dangerous icy conditions, the decision will be announced immediately in the following ways:
• The Ivanhoe College website – there will be a message on the front page. Please remember to
refresh your web page at regular intervals.
• We will also send a myed/text message to all parents
• We will aim to contact Radio Leicester who will include the school name in their news bulletins and
on their website
Any decision to close will not be taken lightly. We will always do our best to remain open. In taking
the decision the following guidance from Leicestershire County Council will be followed:
• Health and Safety - will remaining open constitute a significant risk to pupils and/or staff?
• Availability of staff - has the severe weather meant that a significant number of staff have been
unable to attend making it impossible to open?
Thank you to all parents/carers for your continued support.

HOUSE POINTS

Our house point click and collect has been extremely popular since
we launched it on moodle at the beginning of December. Mrs
Powell from reprographics has been working extremely hard to
gather all the items together to be delivered to our tutor groups.
Students in Year 8 and 9 have had their house points from last
year added to their totals and we are giving them until the end of
January to spend that balance.
We are so proud of the kindness of our students who have chosen
to spend their points on donations to the food bank. So far we
have had 1218 tins donated. Well done Ivanhoe!!
Miss Smith has run an inter-house over the last couple
of weeks to encourage students to perhaps donate
a few of their house points towards the food bank
collections.
But we never expected the support from one form that
has wowed us with their generosity and kindness.

Thank you to form 9XLP who donated
434 tins of food from their house point
donations!!

Top House Points Per Year Group
NAME

Amelie Fraser
Jolien Niebergall
Susannah Cheriyan
Savannah Guest
Harriet Rushen
Freya Bayliss
Lacey-May Lowrie
Isobel Morton
Lily Pellecchia
Jemimah Dring

TOP FORM AVERAGE HOUSE
POINTS PER
STUDENT

8YAJ

244.6PTS
NAME

Harriet Ellis
Amelie Birtwistle
Bea Salt
Libby Brown
Dan Butler
Matilda Birtwistle
Emily Fretwell
Jamie Edwards
Jordan Eccersley
Caitlin McKenna

FORM
7YNW
7YSE
7YCP
7YNW
7YNW
7XJN
7YES
7YNW
7YNW
7YSE

POINTS

TOP FORM AVERAGE HOUSE
POINTS PER
STUDENT

396
382
379
378
377
376
374
372
371
368

7YNW
296.4 PTS

NAME

FORM

POINTS

Oliver Wideman
Harmony Bath
Mitchell Moses
Lola Godfrey
Lewis Edwards
Georgia Harris-Marsh
Katie Oram
Olivia Paduana
Henry Lawrence
Evie Robertson

8YAJ
8XRP
8YAJ
8XRP
8XKT
8XCL
8XCC
8YAJ
8YAJ
8YAJ

315
309
303
298
293
292
292
287
286
286

FORM
9YNM
9XAS
9YNM
9YNM
9YMG
9YSP
9XLP
9YNM
9YKH
9XLP

POINTS
400
394
361
360
353
346
341
337
323
323

TOP FORM AVERAGE HOUSE
POINTS PER
STUDENT

9YNM
260.5 PTS

Way back before we went into lockdown for the first time. (Can
you remember that?)Our students were encouraged to take part in
the ‘Reading Rampage’ scheme. It featured a challenge to read and
review a certain number of books in a limited time frame.
Over 50 students completed the challenge and they will all be
receiving certificates this week. However, one student
was nominated by Mrs Wilkinson, our school librarian,
for a special award.
Pip Gibson, in Year 8, not only read all the books and
submitted some great reviews, but she also attended
all of the Reading Rampage cafes and was a great peer
advocate for reading to other students.
Well done Pip - keep reading!

All of our Year 7 and 8s have now received their
free book from the school in conjunction with
the Book Trust Book Buzz offer. We hope they all
enjoy their choice and enjoy sharing them with
their families.

Did you know that our school library now offers ebooks for
students to read?

click here for full details of how to logo on
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Keep them
toasty with some
thermal layers for
under their
uniform

A NEW PENCIL CASE WITH
PEN, PENCIL, RULER AND
RUBBER (NO SHARPENER)

BOOKS

book for school
every day. Is
there a new
Paperback
they’ve had their
eye on?

Being
prepared for
lessons is the
first step to
Success.
Why not treat
your child to
some new
stationery this
Christmas?

FACE MASK

Students will still need to
wear a mask when we come
back in the new year. A new
one might help them to
remember it every day.

Well Schools
As part of the Well Schools commitment Miss Smith created a well-being advent calendar for our staff
and students this year. After a re-tweet on twitter from the Youth Sport Trust we were really pleased to
see schools across the country pledge to join us. We think more than ever we need to remember to be
kind to ourselves and to other.

		

Remembrance Day

Every year Ivanhoe is proud to be the starting
point for all of the groups to meet for the annual
Ashby Remembrance Parade. And it is with pride
that our House Leaders normally march for school.
Obviously, this year things were different and
understandably the parade was cancelled. But,
it didn’t feel right to let the day pass without
honouring our local heroes, so two of our new
Year 7’s laid a wreath on our behalf at the
memorial.
Let’s hope that next year we will be back to
normal.

Anti-Bullying Week
As part of our anti bullying week, Year 7 students
worked together in their form groups to come
up with their own ‘anti-bullying’ pledges. We
are so pleased that so many of our students are
following
the Ivanhoe
Way, and in
particular the ‘Be Kind’ element of ‘With the right
attitude.’
Well done to 7YSE who had the winning pledge.
If you haven’t seen it already, you can watch the
Anti-Bullying Assembly on our school website by
clicking here.

Emi Dylewski Wins a
National Competition:
Leader of the Year at
the YST’s Girls Active
Awards
Emi Dylewski from Ivanhoe College (now
in Year 10 at Ashby School) has gained
National recognition by winning the YST’s Leader of the Year at the YST’s Girls Active Awards.
Girls Active has completely transformed Emi, from a girl lacking in self-confidence to one who takes a
proactive role in encouraging other girls to get involved. Emi now volunteers to help in PE on all occasions,
leads part of the Netball Club and has even inspired school leaders to develop the girls’ changing rooms
to create a nicer environment.
Miss Smith, PE teacher and Girls Active Lead at Ivanhoe College, said:
‘I am so happy for Emi and she really deserved the recognition. I couldn’t be prouder of her for winning
the award. She has come on a journey which has been inspired by Girls Active and she has not only
improved her own well-being and leadership but she has also empowered other girls and enabled them
to build their own confidence’.
The Girls Active Awards recognise the impact that girls are having in shaping their PE curriculums and
school sport to boost participation among fellow students.
The ceremony was held online virtually on November 3, with shortlisted young people and their
classmates, as well as parents/guardians joining the celebrations. The event was hosted by former British
sprinter and presenter of BBC Radio London ‘The Women’s Sport Show’ Jeanette Kwakye, with a range of
Girls Active Ambassadors, celebrity judges and sports stars presenting the evening’s awards.
Girls Active aims to get more girls active and enjoying PE, school sport and physical activity. The
programme is developed by children’s charity the Youth Sport Trust, delivered in partnership with Women
in Sport and This Girl Can and funded through Sport England National Lottery funding.
Ali Oliver, Chief Executive of the Youth Sport Trust, said:
“The Girls Active Awards are an important part of the journey for the girls through the programme, they
allow them to reflect on and celebrate their own personal experiences and the impact of their work.
“Girls Active is as much about getting young people active as it is about harnessing young people’s talents
and encouraging them to make a difference to others both in and through sport. Our research around
barriers to girls participating in physical activity and sport tells us that one of the best ways to engage girls
is through encouragement from their peers - and that is exactly what Girls Active is about.
In addition to Emi’s success the Ivanhoe College Miss Motivators were also shortlisted for the Girls Active
Group of the Year.
Miss Smith, said:
‘The Miss Motivators have become an integral part of girls involvement in physical activity at Ivanhoe.
They help to represent the student voice of our girls in PE and act as role models to others in order to
promote getting active. They are always thinking about ways in which to enable girls to develop their
confidence and enjoyment in order to maintain or improve their physical activity levels’
‘The girls active project has had an outstanding impact on our Miss Motivators as well as the rest of the
girls at Ivanhoe and I’m excited to see what the future holds for these fantastic young women.’

PE Student of the Half Term
With the current absence of extra curriular activities and sports fixtures,
the P.E. team have decided that to recognise the excellent dedication to P.E.
from our students in lessons, they will be awarding a student of the half
term for each year group.

GIRLS
Year 7 – Evie Bracey

Evie shows enthusiasm towards all activities she completes in PE. She
is always ready to learn and works extremely hard every lesson. She
is a fantastic team player, always motivating and supporting others.
Imogen is a brilliant role model to all, demonstrating the Ivanhoe Way
in everything she does. Well done for a fantastic start Imogen, keep it
up!

Year 8 – Brooke Tetsell

Brooke has demonstrated a positive and enthusiastic attitude towards
PE. Her kind and supportive nature has clearly been evident through
the support she has offered to others. Brooke contributes fantastic ideas to PE and tries her best in everything
she does. She is always willing to give everything a go and is growing in confidence every lesson. Keep up the
hard work Brooke!

Year 9 – Emily Fretwell

Emily is a fantastic student in her PE lessons. She works hard in every single lesson and will try her best, no matter
what activity she is completing. Emily is a brilliant role model for other students and also acts as a great leader
and supports her peers in all activities. She shows excellent perseverance in all situations. Well done Emily, keep it
up.

				BOYS
Year 7 - Charlie Baker

Charlie’s had a great start to PE at Ivanhoe. He is a keen sportsman who always
listens and tries to better himself in every lesson. He is a caring and supportive
student especially towards the students that struggle. Well done Charlie, keep
up the good work.

Year 8 - Will Santy

Will has always been a keen sportsman who tries hard in lessons. However, this
year Will has really established himself as a true all-rounder who has performed
to a high standard across the number of sports. Well done Will, great work.

Year 9 – Jamie Edwards

Jamie is a motivated and hard-working young sportsman who is always ready
to learn. He is always trying to better himself in everything he does. He has
proven to be a fantastic role model to others around him with his kind and
supportive attitude. Well done Jamie, keep up the hard work!

STAY SAFE ONLINE
THIS
CHRISTMAS
Whether trying out new games, sharing
family pics or live streaming lunch, this
December we will probably be spending more
time online playing and socialising.
Check out this guide to from thinkuknow.
co.uk for hints and tips to ensure your child
stays safe and how to get support if your child
is affected by something online.
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
articles/parents-guide-being-social-online/

SUPPORTING YOUR MENTAL
HEALTH THIS CHRISTMAS
We’ve all had a lot to deal with this year
and its ok if the holidays don’t feel as
good as normal, or even if it always feels
difficult at this time of year. Its equally
ok to have a good time, even if bad
things have happened.
Click here for some different places to
access support and information if you
feel this would be helpful.
Remember you are not alone.
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/user_
uploads/files/corona/Support%20
over%20the%20festive%20holidays.pdf

Absences due to Corona-virus
Ivanhoe College aims to do everything within our power to protect our school community from Covid19
infection. With this in mind we will seek to work in partnership with parents and carers to follow the most
up to date government guidance.
We would ask you do not send your child to school if they show any of these symptoms of Corona-virus.
You should arrange for a test to be taken and contact the school immediately if your child or any member
of your household shows the symptoms below or test positive for Covid 19.
•

If you have symptoms of COVID-19 however mild, you must self-isolate for at least 10 days from when
your symptoms started.

•

If you are not experiencing symptoms but have tested positive for COVID-19 you also must self-isolate for
at least 10 days, starting from the day the test was taken. If you develop symptoms during this isolation
period, you must restart your 10-day isolation from the day you develop symptoms.

•

After 10 days, if you still have a temperature you should
continue to self-isolate and seek medical advice. You do not
need to self-isolate after 10 days if you only have a cough or
loss of sense of smell or taste, as these symptoms can last
for several weeks after the infection has gone.

SYMPTOMS

Date

Events Calendar

Thursday 17th December
Mon 4th January
Tuesday 12th January
Tuesday 2nd February
Friday 12th February
Monday 22nd February

Event

Finish for Christmas Break
Return for Spring Term
Year 9 Vaccinations
Safer Internet Day
Break up for Half Term
Return to school

Work for Self Isolation
If your child has to take time out of school to self isolate, whilst waiting for Covid
test results, or because they have been informed to stay home through track and
trace, we have already prepared 2 weeks of school work for every subject and
every year group.
Access to this work is available by clicking here, or on our website selecting the
Curriculum Menu and Self Isolation Work.
If you do not have access to a printer, do not worry as all of this work should be
easy to do with a pen and paper pad. If you do not have access to the internet,
please inform our receptionist when you phone to inform us of your child’s
absence and we will get a paper copy to you.
We suggest that students should stick to their school time table whilst at home
and completed work should be handed to the relevant teachers on their return.

For the most up to date information
about your child, don’t forget to
download Ivanhoe’s MY Ed app.
To download the app go to your device app store and search for ‘My Ed’.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.
You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be automatically cross checked with our
in-school system. This is intended to safeguard the information of your child to ensure only approved contacts can
receive the data.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with
unauthorised absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to
parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences.
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue
from fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings.

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I
am sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during
the holidays.
We would therefore recommend that you….
• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at
the start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays.
If your child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we
can respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be
able to respond to emails etc. out of school hours.
• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-orneglect-of-a-child
• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.
Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore
Deputy Principal

