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Welcome message from the Headteacher
I am very pleased to have started this new school year in my new role as Headteacher.  I am look forward 
to working with new and existing parents for the best progress of all students during these unusual 
circumstances.

Our students were a real credit to us as they returned to school this 
week.  A particularly warm welcome was extended to our new Year 7 
students: who arrived a little nervous on their first day, but looked very 
settled in class when I walked round the building last week.  We were 
also so pleased to welcome our Year 8 and Year 9 students back to 
school after what felt like such a long time away.  

Reflecting on our first full day with all students back in the building 
made me think of a famous quotation from Eleanor Roosevelt: “You 
gain strength, courage, and confidence by every experience in which 
you really stop to look fear in the face. You are able to say to yourself, ‘I lived through this. I can take 
the next thing that comes along.’ You must do the thing you think you cannot do.”  Many students and 
staff faced their fears over the last few days and showed incredible resilience.  I am immensely proud 
of all the efforts that the staff, parents and students of our school have gone to in making sure that all 
students returned to school ready to learn and to follow the Ivanhoe Way.  
Well done Ivanhoe, and thank you. 

We welcome some new teaching staff to Ivanhoe this year: 
• Mrs. Barlow: Science (Year 8)
• Miss. Neeson: Science (Year 7)
• Miss. Erez: History (Year 7)
• Miss. France: English (Year 7)

The challenges of returning all students to school in the safest 
possible way, complying with all COVID-19 guidance, has meant 
a number of changes in the way we run our school day.  Updates on some of these changes – including 
breaks and lunchtimes – are included in this letter.  

As we go through the year, please watch out for our regular newsletters so that you are up to date with 
key changes and information.  Don’t forget that you can follow us on Twitter @IvanhoeCollege, and on 
our new Facebook page: search for “Ivanhoe College” or click the icons below.

DON’T FORGET YOUR CHILD NEEDS TO BRING A MASK TO 
SCHOOL - STORED IN A PLASTIC BAG OR BOX

https://twitter.com/IvanhoeCollege
https://www.facebook.com/Ivanhoe-College-110332720715191/
https://www.instagram.com/officialivanhoecollege/?hl=en


SCHOOL LUNCHES 
We were caught out by the weather on Thursday and Friday last week.  Lunches for the whole school has been a 
challenge to organise safely for the students under this new Covid regime.  If I could give you a bit of background 
then you will understand more fully why the 30 minute lunch time is somewhat stretched.

The restrictions set in place by the government mean that students in different year groups have to be in 
different zones and not mix.  This has meant that we have had to change the timetable to accommodate 2 x 
30 min breaks a day for each year group - that’s 6 breaks a day totalling 3 hours. Each break and lunch is at a 
different time of the day depending on Year group.  This has seriously reduced our indoor capacity to have both 
hot dinner and packed lunch students in the building eating their lunch. Usually some students would eat in 
the hall but the hall is being used for teaching PE over the different lunches because when one year group is on 
lunch break, the other two year groups are continuing their lessons. Phew! Very complicated. 

However, we are currently reviewing our arrangements so we can accommodate packed lunch students in the 
Coffee Lounge when the weather is inclement.   This will be our plan going forward. But please be aware that in 
order to limit the risk of spread of the virus, students are spending more time outside either queuing to be led 
into their lessons or at break and lunch.  
A good waterproof coat is essential.  

 

If your child orders food from school, please 
check that your child has their dinner card 
with them when they leave for school each 
day.  If students have lost or forgotten their 
dinner card, Form Tutors will ask students 

to order a grab bag during registration.  This 
will help us with our lunch time systems and 

ensure a shorter wait time for students to 
get, and eat, their lunch. 

This is especially important to remember for 
P.E. days when students are not wearing their 

blazers.

Are you having trouble 
using wisepay? 

We have a full guide on our 
website , including what 
to do if you forget your 

password.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS AT IVANHOE

Free School Meals are provided to named 
students on advice of eligibility from 
Leicestershire County Council. The daily free 
school meal allowance is £2.50 and the money is 
added to each student’s lunch account overnight 
& any unspent money leaves the account at the 
end of lunch.

In most schools, Free School Meal allowances 
are used to provide lunch, but at Ivanhoe where 
lunch can be a little later in the school day, 
students are also allowed to use the money to 
purchase items at break or to order a grab bag. 

To find out if you are eligible to claim for free 
school meals, click here. 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/social-care-and-supporting-families/free-school-meals


Reading School
Ivanhoe is a ‘Reading School’. This means that we recognise the importance 
of reading for young people and we know that getting students to read 
every day will have a huge impact on their success throughout their 
school life. This is not just about English lessons - good reading skills are 
the gateway to success for all subjects. Increasing vocabulary, being able 
to access information easily and to be able to extract the relevant details 
from texts (whether paper or digital) are the key skills students need to be 
successful learners. 
In addition reading can improve mental health and help relieve stress. 

This is why we have added 20 minutes compulsory reading every day to this 
year’s homework list.

Students are now expected to record their reading in their student planner 
everyday, and their tutor will be checking regularly that this is being done.

One of our key aims this year is for the daily 20 minutes reading to have an 
impact on increasing students’ vocabulary. This is why you will hear us using 
the phrase ‘Words Matter’ and students will be reminded of this around 
school.  

You can help us by ensuring that your 
child always has a reading book in their 
bag for school, and that they continue 
reading for at least 20 minutes everyday.

We will be supporting them at school 
including offering a virtual library 
experience.

Making Contact With School
If you have a pastoral concern, or a question specifically related to your child,  in the first instance you should 
make contact with your child’s form tutor. All of their direct email address are on the website. Please remember 
though that staff are not available to email or ring parents during the school day due to their teaching 

commitments. 

If the matter is urgent please ring the main school number and our receptionists will find someone to assist 
you, this is likely to be your child’s Head of Progress or their Care and Guidance Worker.

Year Group Head of Progress Care and Guidance Worker
Year 7 Mrs Watson Mrs Hill
Year 8 Mr Mills Mrs Stewart
Year 9 Mr Stevenson Mrs Wright

For general enquiries, in the first instance please check the school website which is full of information, or ring 
the main switchboard on : 

01530  412 756  or for general enquiries email: office@ivanhoe.co.uk

PLEASE DO NOT ASK QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOL TWITTER, FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM PAGE.

Thank you for your understanding on this matter.



The Ivanhoe Way

If you are a new or existing parent you are sure to have heard your child mention, ‘The Ivanhoe 
Way’. As you can see on the poster on the following page, this is a clear guide to how we do 
things at Ivanhoe College; the expectations we have for students; and the way that we feel that 
they will achieve the best from their time at the school. Last year this had a very positive effect 
on behaviour and attitudes around the school and we will continue to embed this across the 
whole school ethos. 

The Right Attitude
There will be an increased expectation on students to be more responsible in school. We feel that the 
guidelines in the Ivanhoe Way are clear to students about how they should behave. We have already 
developed a strong culture of positive, good behaviour in the school and the community which will be 
further embedded this year. This strong emphasis on respect and doing the right thing, coupled with 
a focus on being ready to learn with the right equipment, smart uniform and a strong focus in lessons 
will be a key to success. As such we will be recognising  students for thier good behaviour, and singing 
the praises of those students putting in the extra effort or achieving well.

Attending Every Day
Despite the partial lock-down of school over the last 6 months we still place heavy emphasis on great 
attendance. Attending everyday is crucial to your child’s education. With so much to fit in to our wide 
and varied curriculum, regularly missing lessons could see your child fall behind their peers. However, 
in light of the current situation we are advising you not to send students to school if they have any 
symptoms of corona-virus, until they have been tested.

Poor attendance has one of the biggest effects on poor GCSE results: If you have between 96-100% 
attendance you have a 73% of gaining 5 good grade GCSEs. If your attendance drops to between 
80-90%, then your chances of getting those 5 GCSEs drops to a 35% chance. Let us work together to 
ensure your child has the best chances.

In normal circumstances, we have a huge range of extra curricular clubs in all areas, a thriving and 
popular library, school council, fundraising fun days and more. So if your child misses school; in 
addition to missing out on crucial lessons, they also will miss out on all the other things that Ivanhoe 
has to offer. 

Success
We are confident that your child will succeed at Ivanhoe if they follow the Ivanhoe Way. We will help 
and encourage your child to have a growth mindset which will involve a developing a ‘can do’ attitude 
to problem solving and resilience to learn from mistakes. We will offer help and guidance when they 
need it through our strong network of staff including form tutors and student support workers. All we 
ask in return from your child is that they do their best.

In conjunction with the pledge for students to follow the Ivanhoe Way, we will 
be  will be checking that all students and parents have signed the updated Home 

School Agreement in the Student Planner. 
The deadline for this is Monday 7th September





Absences due to Corona-virus
Ivanhoe College aims to do everything within our power to protect our school community from Covid19 
infection. With this in mind we will seek to work in partnership with parents and carers to follow the most up 
to date government guidance.

We would ask you do not send your child to school if they show any of these symptoms of Corona-virus. You 
should arrange for a test to be taken and contact the school immediately if your child or any member of your 
household shows the symptoms below or test positive for Covid 19.

• If you have symptoms of COVID-19 however mild, you 
must self-isolate for at least 10 days from when your symptoms 
started.

• If you are not experiencing symptoms but have tested 
positive for COVID-19 you also must self-isolate for at least 10 
days, starting from the day the test was taken. If you develop 
symptoms during this isolation period, you must restart your 10-
day isolation from the day you develop symptoms.

• After 10 days, if you still have a temperature you should 
continue to self-isolate and seek medical advice. You do not 
need to self-isolate after 10 days if you only have a cough or loss 

of sense of smell or taste, as these symptoms can last for several weeks 
after the infection has gone.

                 

SYMPTOMS

FULL DETAILS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE - PLEASE ENSURE 
YOU READ THE GUIDANCE IN FULL.

CLICK HERE TO DIRECT YOU TO THE PAGE.

Uniform
We have been very impressed with the standard of students uniform 
since they have returned to school. Thank you to those parents who 
have gone to extra efforts because of the covid situation to ensure your 
child has everything they need.

Another reminder that a warm, waterproof coat is an essential part of 
the school uniform, especially as students spend more time outside 
at the start of school and at break times. We do not allow denim type 
jackets, or jersey hoodies and sweatshirts.

Please can you check your child’s timetable for PE, and send them in their PE clothing as their school 
uniform on the days that they have PE lessons.  The school only has limited PE kit available for loan, 
and every time this is used, it will need to be washed by the school before being ready for use again – 
please help us to reduce any unnecessary loaning of kit by ensuring your child is dressed appropriately 
according to their timetable.  

Thank you

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/more/covid-absence


PARKING - A POLITE REMINDER
DUE TO CONGESTION ON THE SCHOOL CAR PARK AT THE START AND THE END OF SCHOOL DAY WITH SCHOOL 

BUSES, AND ALSO THE SANITISING STATIONS FOR STUDENTS , IF YOU DRIVE YOUR CHILD, PLEASE CAN YOU MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS TO DROP OFF AND COLLECT THEM OFF-SITE.

WE WOULD SUGGEST EITHER THE LIBRARY OR HOOD PARK CAR PARK - THIS WILL ENSURE THE SAFETY OF ALL OF 
OUR STUDENTS AND STAFF

BUSES PASSES
• STUDENTS SHOULD NOT EXPECT TO TRAVEL IF THEY DO NOT HAVE A VALID BUS PASS. 
• ANYONE WHO HAS LOST OR FORGOTTEN THEIR PASS SHOULD GO TO RECEPTION AT THE BEGINNING OF 

MORNING BREAK TO COLLECT A TEMPORARY ONE, AT A COST OF £1. 
• STUDENTS SHOULD NOT INTERRUPT LESSONS BECAUSE THEY HAVE LOST/FORGOTTEN  PASSES, NOR 

SHOULD THEY LEAVE IT TO THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY. 
• ALL DRIVERS ARE TOLD TO CHECK PASSES EVERY DAY.

DON’T FORGET ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO WEAR A FACE MASK WHEN 
TRAVELLING ON SCHOOL AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT.

FULL GUIDANCE ABOUT TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL IS ON OUR WEBSITE. 
CLICK HERE

ALLERGY AWARE SCHOOL
Ivanhoe College is a food allergy aware school. There are a considerable number of 
students at our school who have severe food allergies. The most common of these 
allergens are peanuts, tree nuts, eggs, fish and shellfish, soy and wheat. The most 
serious risk in our school is nut allergies which can cause life threatening anaphylactic 
reactions to some of our students. 
 
For some students with this allergy, eating these foods (even in trace amounts) may cause serious reactions that 
can result in death. However, some students have allergies so severe, that even touching contaminated surfaces, 
or breathing in airborn nut protein, may cause a fatal anaphylactic reaction. A wealth of resources and information 
on allergens and reactions can be found on the Anaphylaxis Campaign website:
 https://www.anaphylaxis.org.uk/ 
 
Our school kitchens and food are already nut free and we do not supply any ingredients in food technology that 
have nuts or nut derivatives.  In order to maintain the safety of all students, we strongly request that parents / 
carers of students at Ivanhoe College  help us to ensure that all food brought into school is nut free. 
 
We acknowledge the challenges of maintaining a nut-free environment in college.  Parents / carers of students can 
support the college in being food allergy aware by:
 
• Ensuring that students do not bring in snacks with nuts or nut derivatives from home;
• Reminding students not to buy snacks with nuts or nut derivatives on the way to school, to bring into college;
• Encouraging students to be allergy aware by:
  - educating students to be responsible when eating and handling food both inside and outside of school
  -helping students to understand that foods they can enjoy freely can be very dangerous to others
  - encouraging students to support their class mates with allergies by eating and handling food responsibly

Thank you in advance for your support.

 https://www.anaphylaxis.org.uk/ 


For the most up to date information 
about your child, don’t forget to 
download Ivanhoe’s MY Ed app.

To download the app go to your device app store and search for ‘My Ed’.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.

You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be automatically cross checked with our 
in-school system. This is intended to safeguard the information of your child to ensure only approved contacts can 
receive the data.

CLICK HERE FOR FULL DETAILS OF THE 
BENEFITS OF THE MYED APP.

BUILDING UPDATES
As well as ensuring the school was ready for all students to return to school, over the summer our premises team 
have been working hard to manage a large number of contractors on site, making improvements to the school.

We have been able to install another new classroom thanks to Section 106 money (which comes from local 
housing developments via the Local Authority), and with a successful bid (from the condition improvement fund) 
to cover the ground working. The result is a fantastic new state of the art classroom for our students to enjoy.

We have also made some improvements to the playground and access areas, ensuring safer movement around the 
outside areas for our students.

We have ongoing work in school to update our old heating 
system. This includes the installation of new thermostatically 
controlled radiators in classrooms, which will not only be more 
energy efficient, but will also make for a comfortable learning 
environment for our students.

Finally, an new extraction system in the school kitchens ensure 
that we continue to meet safety regulations, as well as improving 
the aesthetics of the kitchen workspace.

We will continue this year to make bids for grants and funds so that we can make our school building even more 
fit for purpose and comfortable for our students and staff.

BEFORE

AFTER

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/school-to-parent-communication-myed
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/school-to-parent-communication-myed


Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 

information and this has caused confusion for some families.  

Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with  unauthorised 

absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to 

parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences. 
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue 

from fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings. 



Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am 
sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the 
holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the 
start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your 
child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can 
respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
respond to emails etc. out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-
a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 

 

Events Calendar

Date Event
Monday 7th September Deadline to sign Home/College 

Agreement
Friday 18th September Year 7 Flu Vaccine
Thursday 15th October Last Day of Half Term for Students

Friday 16th October Staff Training Day - School Closed
Monday 26th October Back to School

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

