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Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Friends
Well done to all students and staff on a very successful Autumn Term. It has been
great to see our students taking part in such wide range of activities in lessons,
Enrichment Days, House competitions and charity events, not to mention the
clubs, sporting and performing arts events too!





You will have seen many of these reported in our fortnightly newsletters during the
term. There is never a shortage of items to include! Also remember to check the
website and our Twitter feed for updates about events taking place.
All students who have earned certificates for their house points this term have
been presented with them during this week. The special House Assemblies have
been a great opportunity to celebrate the achievements of all students across the
term. Well done to all!
After a long and busy term I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!







Staff Farewells
At the end of this term we say farewell and thank you to the following members of
staff:
Mrs Palmer left last week to start maternity leave. Mr Worth has been at Ivanhoe
in the Design Department for just over 3 years and is moving to a post at Ashby
School. We will also say goodbye to Ms Coombs and Mrs Summers who leave
the Ivanhoe Science department after 8 years and 17 years respectively and to
Miss Storer who has taught French and German here for 10 years. Mrs Godrich,
PA to senior team, is also leaving us after 6 years.
Thank you for all your work and many contributions to Ivanhoe College and very
best wishes for the future.
Welcome to our new teachers starting in January: Mr Mills, Design Technology
Teacher, Miss Vickers, Art Teacher, Mr Thompson, Science Teacher, Mr Watson,
French Teacher.
Continued overleaf.
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Continued from front page…….
Snow and Ice
Although it has been very mild this term I would like to remind you of
our arrangements in case of bad weather. We always make every
effort to keep the college open, even in bad weather. The safety of
students and staff is obviously our main concern and no decision
about school closure is made lightly. The procedure for closure in bad
weather is included in this newsletter.
Yours sincerely,
Anne-Marie Blewitt
Principal

PROCEDURE FOR SCHOOL CLOSURE IN THE EVENT
OF SNOW
Should we take the decision to close the school for health and safety reasons in the
event of heavy snow or dangerous icy conditions, the decision will be announced
immediately in the following ways:


The Ivanhoe College website – there will be a message on the front page. Please
remember to refresh your web page at regular intervals.



We will also send a text message to all parents whose mobile phone numbers are
on our system



We will contact Radio Leicester who will include the school name in their news
bulletins and on their website, http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/leicester/hi/

Any decision to close will not be taken lightly. We will always do our best to remain
open. In taking the decision the following guidance from Leicestershire County
Council will be followed:


Health and Safety - will remaining open constitute a significant risk to pupils and/
or staff?



Availability of staff - has the severe weather meant that a significant number of
staff have been unable to attend making it impossible to open?

Please note also that our school contract buses are all joint contracts with Ashby
School and therefore decisions about these services will always be taken jointly with
the Headteacher of Ashby School.
Thank you to all parents/carers for your continued support.

Ivanhoe uniform update for

January 2016
Thank you for your support this year in helping us to implement our improved
uniform policy. It has had a very positive effect in school and I am sure if you have
seen students around town will agree that they look smart and have a pride in
wearing their Ivanhoe uniform. Uniform is no longer seen as a fashion competition
as it is now the norm for all students. Any uniform infringements are always dealt
with quickly and parents are contacted.
Parents have told us that this firm stance on uniform is what they want for their
children at Ivanhoe and we are value the way we have been able to work in
partnership to improve standards this year. I want to assure you that we will
continue to enforce our uniform policy in the same way throughout the year.
We are grateful for your support in this.
The most common problems with uniform that we have dealt with recently are listed
below. Please check whether any of these issues may apply to your child and take
steps to avoid a breach of the uniform policy at the start of next term.

Skirts too short or too tight
This can happen as students grow and a skirt that was acceptable in September
may no longer meet the requirements by January. Skirts should be knee length,
tailored and loose fitting. Tight stretchy skirts are not allowed.

Trousers too narrow or tight
As above for skirts, this can become a problem as students grow. Trousers should
be tailored straight style and not tight, stretchy, or denim.

Shoes which are branded
Shoes should be plain black, leather or leather look. Banded shoes are not
acceptable and we do not want to see students in Vans, Adidas, Nike shoes even if
they are black leather. We think it is a waste of parents’ money to buy expensive
shoes that are not allowed so please do not believe your child if they tell you that it
is OK to buy them as school uniform shoes.

We would like to take this opportunity to ask for your continued support as you
replace items of uniform, by ensuring that anything you buy does conform to the
policy.
If you are unsure about whether an item of uniform is suitable please look on our
website or contact the school and we will be happy to clarify anything you are
unsure of. The uniform policy and examples can be seen on our website
www.ivanhoe.co.uk/uniform.

Again thank you for all your help and support in making Ivanhoe the successful
school it is, continuing on our ‘Journey to excellence’ in all aspects of school life.

VIDEO AND PHOTO UPDATE
In this ever increasing technological age photographs and videos have become an integral part of teaching and learning at Ivanhoe. We photograph
students & their work to celebrate & share their successes and participation in lessons and
extra-curricular activities.
We also use videos to do this; for example in PE, Music and Drama to analyse technique and
performance , in Design to record students evaluations of their products as an alternative to written
work or in Modern Foreign Languages to assess speaking & listening.
In addition to this it is also is common practice in education for teachers to record aspects of their
teaching in order to evaluate the effectiveness of their practice and ensure the highest quality
learning for all students at Ivanhoe.
Please be reassured that all video footage is only ever used for ‘in house’ training purposes.
If you have any further questions about this please contact Mrs Emma Cresswell.

Our New Website
Sometime over the Christmas holiday you will notice that
our website will change to a brand new version.
You will see that we have made many changes to:


Make it easier to navigate.



Make it more interactive.



Make it responsive to different devices like phones.

We hope that you will bookmark the site and visit it regularly as we will often be updating
it with latest news stories on our new news scroll. There will also be updates from
departments and the Senior Leadership team.
The calendar is now interactive and as the year goes on you will be able to access
things like permission slips, letters and more information through the calendar.
If you need to find something on the website, you will be able to use our new search
button, and we have tried to provide as much information on pages to save you having
to do too many downloads.
We would love to hear any feedback you have at d.deacon@ivanhoe.co.uk

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Congratulations to all the staff and students involved in the Christmas concert on 9th December. A
wonderful time was had as we were entertained by a range of songs from festive to modern, and some
fabulous dance routines. Once again we were astounded at the outstanding talent shown by our
students, who are still so young. Big thanks also to the brilliant lighting and tech team who really helped
pull off an amazing show.
We were also pleased to raise over £200 at the festive raffle which will go towards the new lighting rig
fund for the hall.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
A huge thank you to our catering staff who managed to
serve up a whopping 400 Christmas Lunches on 9th
December.
Students and staff were treated to a full turkey dinner with
all the trimmings – roast turkey, sausages, stuffing, two
types of potato, roast parsnips, sprouts, cranberry & gravy,
followed by either Christmas pudding or yule log for
dessert.

D AY
As always we had a large variety of activities taking place this Enrichment Day. We hope you
enjoying seeing more of what our students got up to here.

Graphics
In Graphics, Year 7 worked on designing their own fonts for use on Christmas cards. You can see a
particularly effective example in the title font.

Ceramics
Students turned their
hand to making coil
pots as well as some
fun clay creatures.

Textiles
Designing and creating Christmas decorations
from felt.

D AY
COMPUTING
Students attempted to rebuild some computer
hard drives.

FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Festive baking.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Students explored the customs, traditions and culture of French speaking nations around the world
including Morocco, Senegal and Quebec.

HUMANITIES TRIP
8E enjoyed a rich, cultural experience in Leicester last Thursday. We were made welcome at Islamic
Mosques, Sikh Gurdwaras and Hindu Mandirs. One Mandir literally took our breath away. It was as
grand and plush as a five star hotel. We got to see some amazing Diwali decorations, including
peacocks made entirely of paper.
Two students said, “It was nice to see how all
the different religions were ok with each other
and respected each other.
Another said, “It was really cool. The Hindu
temple was amazing!”

DREADLOCK ALIEN PERFORMANCE POETRY
The English Enrichment Day was designed to help Year 9 students
develop their appreciation of poetry in preparation for their GCSE
English studies. We invited a man called Richard Grant AKA The
Dreadlock Alien into school to help to inspire and motivate students
and develop their appreciation of poetry.
Dreadlock is a performance poet which means that he concentrates
on performing his poems rather than writing them in
books. He performed some of his poems for the group,
including a completely improvised one using their names!
He then introduced the topic of war to get students to write
their own poetry.
They were encouraged to create a ‘performance’ using
beat-boxing, singing, drama and musical instruments. The
students then performed their poems in the final session
and peer assessed the work

D AY
PLAY IN A DAY - A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Year 8 undertook on the extra-ordinary feat of putting on a play in a day. Working with an external drama company students not only rehearsed and performed a four act play, but they also made all of the
props. What initially seemed lie an impossible task came together at the last minute .

We would like to wish all of
our students and their
families a very
Merry Christmas 2015.

Under 5’S PARTY
We were so pleased to welcome our Under
5’s over to school for their Christmas party.
They had great fun dancing with Chuckle
Chops as well as meeting Santa.
The party ended with a fantastic picnic.
By all the smiles we are sure you can see
what a fantastic time all the children had.

The Clothes Show Trip 2015
Written By Rebecca Foster
- Year 9
The clothes show 2015 was a truly
memorable experience from beginning to
end. There was so much information and
inspiration to take in and apply to my work
back at school, not just in design but also
across the entire curriculum.

Through out the day there was an array of things to do such as shopping and meting famous
designers. It was great to look at what they have been designing within their brands and seeing
what will be taking to stores in the new-year. I thought it was fantastic to see the differences of
inspiration used by designers in their brands. I will definitely think back to their ideas next time I
start the designing process for my projects in design and not just textiles – inspiration is needed
in all areas of design.

I really started to notice the difference in designing inspirations at the actual clothes show during
the afternoon. It was a spectacular show reminding all designers that inspiration can be found
anywhere. The show was split into 7 categories to show where the winter high street inspiration
has come from. The first category was darkness, which I think is linked to the holiday/party season and ‘little black dresses’. Earth, water, rebel, red, future and purity followed it. It was amazing
to see how the original ideas were so literal with their inspiration to then being almost downsized
so it’s appropriate for regular shops. For example, in the water section, models were wearing big
fishnets with fake fish stuck in them, which is addressing a hunting issue. However, by the time
that outfit reaches stores it will have only fishnet sleeves or fishnet tights. Another example of this
is in the future area of the show, models were wearing big metallic dresses and large shoulder
pads which you can see has made it to stores as metallic is a key staple to this festive season.

On the whole this experience has been one I will never forget. It has been really educating and
helpful as well as really fun. There are also a lot of things I can take away from this trip. I will
always remember that inspiration can be found even in the most obscure of places.

Other News
REECE SIDDELS YEAR 7

Christmas
Jumper Day
Fundraising Total
over £500 for

SAVE THE
CHILDREN

Little did Mr Cubitt know, when Reece said
he would like to audition for the Christmas
concert, that he was about to witness a
fantastic talent. Reece has shown that he
has a real skill for Beat Boxing, and creating his own competitions. Reece said, “I got
into Beat Boxing because my Dad liked it. I
watched videos on you tube and started
experimenting making my own sounds. The
Christmas Concert was my first public performance.”.
We were lucky that Reece agreed to perform again at the Lunchtime
Recital and you can view this performance on our you tube channel.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4niPgmXRt1E

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
This year so many students visited
the book fair that we sold over
£700 worth of books.
This will enable us to buy £200 of
books for schools.

LUNCHTIME RECITAL
On Tuesday 15th December we were entertained by
another lunchtime recital. There were 9 different
performances which can all be viewed on our you tube
channel at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbjrZKHHHINRpfLAFMvIJA

STAFF PANTO
A huge thank you to all of the staff who
entertained the students on Friday afternoon
with the annual staff panto.
A particular thanks to Mr Tagg and Mrs
Coker who wrote this years script - Snow
White the Sequel..
More photos will be available on our new
website.

SPORTS RESULTS
Year
Group

Opposition

Result

Weds 9th December Girls Rugby

7/8/9

Ashby Rugby Club

N/A

Weds 9th December Boys Rugby

7/8/9

Mixed

1st Place

8

Mixed/ Castle Rock

Boys -3rd, Girls 3rd

7/8/9

Ibstock

Boys = Lost 7-1, Girls
= Lost 8-0

7

Mixed/Castle Rock

Boys = Lost 7-1, Girls
= Lost 8-0

Date

Sport

Thurs 10th December Basketball
Weds 16th Dec

Badminton

Thurs 17th December Basketball

SPORTS FIXTURES
Date

Sport

Year
Group

Home/
Away

Opposition/Venue

Thurs 7th Jan

Badminton

7/8/9

Away

Castle Rock/ Bosworth

Thurs 14th Jan

Boys Cricket

7

Away

Castle Rock

Weds 20th Jan

Wheelchair
Basketball

7/8/9

Away

Ibstock

Weds 20th Jan

Indoor
Rowing

7/8/9

Away

Ibstock

Thurs 21st Jan

Girls Cricket

7

Away

Castle Rock

Thurs 28th Jan

Boys Cricket

8/9

Away

Castle Rock

CHRISTMAS JUMPER
APPEAL

The North American Aerospace Defense
Command (NORAD) will help you track
Father Christmas on his Christmas 2015
journey. Click below to find out when he’ll be
flying over your home.
http://spotthestation.nasa.gov/sightings/
#.Vl_1tbtOe1v

Before you pack them away in the new
year:, if anyone has a Christmas jumper
they have grown out of, the SEN
department would love to give them a
new home ready for next year’s
Christmas Jumper Day.
Please send to Mrs Johnson.

KEEP AN EYE OUT ON OUR
WEBSITE IN THE NEW YEAR
FOR STAFF VACANCIES.

Events Calendar
Event

Date

Spring Term begins

Tuesday 5th January 2016

Year 9 Field work trip to Ashby School

Wednesday 6th January 2016

Witches Theatre Trip

Thursday 7th January 2016

Year 9 Field work trip to Ashby School

Thursday 7th January 2016

Year 9 Field work trip to Ashby School

Friday 8th January 2016

Year 8 ASH Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 13th January 2016

Enrichment Day 4

Wednesday 20th January 2016

Year 8 ELM Parents’ Evening

Thursday 21st January 2016

