September 4th 2015

Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Friends,
Welcome to all for the Autumn Term 2015! It has been an extremely
positive start to the school year at Ivanhoe, with all our new students and
staff settling in very quickly. All our staff have worked hard to ensure that
lessons and learning have got off to a good start including the move to a
later lunchtime. You will be able to read more about our wide range of
activities and opportunities in this and following newsletters during the
year.
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Punctuality and uniform have been excellent so far – well done!
I would like to express my thanks to parents for your support in
implementing our new Uniform Policy. Last year, when I was showing a
prospective parent round Ivanhoe, she remarked, “So the uniform here is
jeans and trainers!” In stark contrast the impressive and very smart
appearance of our students has been noticed and commented on by
many visitors and parents arriving at the school this week. This is exactly
the improvement that staff and Governors expected to see and we are
confident that it will help all students to feel proud of belonging to a
successful school and to strive for excellence in their learning and all
activities.
To keep our standards high, we will continue to check punctuality and
uniform regularly, in morning registration, all lessons and assemblies.

The up-to-date Uniform Policy, examples and FAQs can be found on our
website: www.ivanhoe.co.uk/info/uniform. Ivanhoe College staff and
Governors are keen to work with parents where there are any queries
or concerns about uniform matters. Please contact your child’s Form
CONTINUED OVERLEAF
Tutor or SLT House Link in the first instance.

Building and windows replacement programme
We are delighted that whole college windows replacement
programme has now been completed and all our windows are now
high quality double glazed windows. his has been a major
improvement programme carried out over the last 3 years, funded
by two rounds of successful applications to the Government’s
Education Funding Agency. The replacement of our windows,
together with other energy-saving initiatives including replacement
of all our lighting, has meant that the building has been updated,
looks smarter and enhances the learning experiences we are able
to offer. We are also making much needed savings on our energy
costs which help the environment and our budget!
We have also started to refurbish an unused building on the site
which used to be the Youth Centre. We are developing this
building into our new Flexible Learning Centre which we will be able to use for a range of different learning
activities for students and staff.
Our normal summer cleaning and decorating programme has also taken place and I want to thank our
premises and cleaning team for their work on the building in good time for the start of term .
Tutor groups, Houses and assemblies
Our vertical tutor groups help students in Years 7, 8 and 9 to get to know each other and to mix positively
around the college. I would like to thank all our Year 8 and 9 students who have been so helpful and
welcoming to Year 7 students. Well done to Year 7 students who have managed to find their way around
the college so quickly this year.
We have established a new House Assembly routine in the mornings:
Fire – Tuesday
Earth – Wednesday
Air – Thursday
Water - Friday
Each assembly starts at 8.45am prompt, and students need to remember which day their assembly takes
place and go straight to the Hall before this time, ideally by 8.40am.
House Points and rewards are awarded electronically by staff. House points are given to reward
students in a range of ways, such as for good work, effort and any positive contributions to college life.
House points are counted each week for individuals, Tutor groups and Houses, and the top Forms,
students and House is displayed every week on the noticeboard outside the Hall. As students build up the
number of house points they will once again be able to exchange them for reward items or activities.
Further details will be given to students later in the term.
Yours sincerely,
Anne-Marie Blewitt
Principal

CONTACT WITH
SCHOOL
Please can we ask
all parents that if you
need to ask a
question, or wish to
make a comment
about anything to do
with school life please
either
Phone school on:
01530 412 756

Impressive Year 9 Teacher Assessments!
Well done to our students who left us this year and we wish them
continued success as they start at Ashby School. Their End of Key Stage
3 results were very strong and represent some of the highest ever levels
we have had at Ivanhoe:
Percentage achieving
Level 5 or above

Ivanhoe College

Leicestershire schools
2014

2015

National results
2012 (last collected

English

96%

95%

84%

Maths

98%

94%

83%

Science

98%

97%

85%

Percentage achieving
Level 6 or above
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Leicestershire schools
2014

National results

For general enquiries
email:
office@ivanhoe.co.uk
Or use the clickable
email links on our
website to contact
specific members of
staff.

PLEASE DO
NOT ASK
QUESTIONS ON
THE SCHOOL
TWITTER PAGE.
The school mainly
uses the twitter page
as an information
portal to share
information or events
with families and the
community. Staff are
unable to respond to
questions via Twitter.

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR
UNDERSTANDING
ON THIS MATTER.

English

2015
85%

73%

2012
52%

Maths

87%

76%

61%

Science

84%

77%

54%

Percentage achieving
Level 7 or above
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English

2015
39%

26%

2012
15%

Maths

56%

43%

31%

Science

48%

34%

19%

More parents
than ever are using
the Wisepay system for adding money to their child’s dinner
cards and we are pleased that this has been a popular development. You can top up the dinner card instantly from home
or work and parents can check how the money is being spent.
We will always make sure that every student is able to have
lunch however please try to top up your child’s allowance in
good time so that
students do not run out of funds.
If you have not yet registered for Wisepay, which is also the
best way to pay for trips and extra activities, or if you would
like some support to get started, please email
wisepay@ivanhoe.co.uk
Apologies to anyone who experienced difficulties with the
system due to a computer glitch, this has now been fixed.

Introducing our new Year 9 House Leaders
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Julia
Zwierzchowska

Robbie Booth
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Ciaran Keenan
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Ellie Taylor
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Tyla Russell



Mia Rawlings



Charlie Adlam





Luke Ashman

Andrew
Kennerley



Callum
Edwards

Congratulations to all of our new House Leaders, who saw off stiff
competition to be voted House Leaders by their student peers. This year
there are no Sports Leaders; House Leaders will now cover both roles as
part of their duties.
We look forward to giving you more information about the work of the House
Leaders and the achievements of the different houses throughout the year in
both the parent newsletter and student magazine; The Ivanhoe Issue.

We are currently in the process of surveying all parents in regards to fundraising events
and activities for school. A huge thank you to all of the Year 7 parents who have already
completed the questionnaire, and to those who have expressed an interest in becoming a
member of the new Ivanhoe Parents and Friends Association.
If you are a Year 8 or 9 parent we would love to hear your views and ask if you have not
already done so to please complete the short online questionnaire at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RXDJ575 .
We will be in touch, with those who have expressed an interest, in the next couple of
weeks to organise a meeting to decide on a plan of action. In the meantime watch this
space for further information.

A REMINDER ABOUT THE
PROCEDURE DURING THE SCHOOL
DAY IF A CHILD FEELS ILL.
If your child feels unwell they must go to
reception. If it is necessary for the child to be
collected from school the receptionist will
contact a named parent/carer to arrange this.
Students should not use their mobiles to call
home .

Welcome to new members
of staff.
The following members of
staff have joined us this
term:
Mr Smyth, Maths Teacher
Miss Hull, Geography
Teacher
Mrs Steel, Art Teacher

Please remind your child that during the
school day all mobile phones should be turned
off and kept out of sight, ideally in the bottom
of their bags, in line with the school’s mobile
phone policy.

Mrs Chambers, English
Teacher

Thank you for your support on this matter.

Mr Colcombe, LSA

Mrs Ordish, French Teacher
Miss Moreland, LSA

We have a huge range of extra curricular opportunities available for
our students, both at lunchtimes and after school.
All tastes are catered and for example include, sports, music, chess,
dance, arts, gardening, magazine club and more.
Please make yourself aware of any clubs your child may have joined,
especially if this is an after school club. In the case of after school
clubs, parents must arrange lifts home for their child, or give permission
for them to walk home later.
Further details will follow giving a full breakdown of the clubs on offer. It
would be wonderful if you could encourage your child to take part in at
least one of these opportunities as we really feel that these extra
experiences enrich the school and personal lives of our students.

NEW MEMBERS NEEDED TO JOIN OUR
CELEBRATED CHOIR.
Ivanhoe Choir is for everyone; boys
and girls. It is not a traditional choir
and the range of music performed
includes lots of modern music For
example Kings of Leon and Sia. This
year the choir will be working on songs
for The Christmas Concert, Summer
Concert, Moira Canal Festival and choir
competitions that come up throughout
the year. We are always looking for new members.
Everyone is welcome to all music lunchtime
clubs, however students must be at least
grade 1 on instrument to join Orchestra.

COMING
SOON...
We are really
pleased to
announce that the
school has secured
a deal which will
allow Students to
obtain a free copy of
Microsoft Office for
home use during
their time at Ivanhoe
College.

The offer will
enable the use of
Microsoft Office on
many devices such
as laptops, tablets
and Apple Macs.

We currently are in
the process of
producing a range
of information
sheets to make
downloading the
programme easier
for students and
their families.

Further information
will follow soon.

IVANHOE SPORTS NEWS
Welcome back to what we hope will be another successful year for our Ivanhoe Sports Teams.
Below is a list of all of the sports clubs which we offer at Ivanhoe, and we would like to encourage as
many students as possible to come to these extra training sessions and try out for the school
teams.
As the year progresses look here for further information about our sports fixtures, results and special
achievements.
Lunch Clubs

Year 7 Girls Basketball –
Ms Reynolds
Monday

*Year 7 Girls Netball –
Mrs Lane & Mrs Longhurst
*Year 9 Girls Netball –
Mrs Lane & Mrs Longhurst
**Year 7 Boys Football –
Mr Orton
Year 9 Boys Rugby –
Mr Carroll

Tuesday

Year 8 & 9 Girls Basketball –
Ms Reynolds
Year 8 Boys Football –
Mr Perkins

Afterschool Clubs
Year 9 Girls Dance –
Miss Howick
Year 7, 8 & 9 Boys and
Girls Badminton – Miss
Tickle

Year 7, 8 & 9 Boys and
Girls Gymnastics –
Miss Tickle

Year 7 & 8 Girls Dance –
Miss Howick
Year 8 Boys Rugby –
Mr Carroll
Wednesday

Year 7, 8 & 9 Boys Basketball –
Miss Tickle
Year 7, 8 & 9 Boys and Girls Hockey –
Miss Howick

Year 8 & 9 Boys Rugby –
Mr Carroll

Year 9 boys Football –
Mr Perkins

Thursday

Year 7, 8 & 9 Boys and Girls
Dodgeball –
Miss Tickle
Year 8 Girls Netball –
Miss Wilson

Year 7 Boys Rugby –
Mr Berrow

Friday
Inter-House Competitions
* For week commencing 07/09 year 7 and 9 netball will be on Weds, not Mon.
** For week commencing 07/09 year 7 football will be on Thurs, not Mon.

LE AVE OF AB SENCE INCLUDING HOLIDAYS
New government guidelines, which came into effect on 1st September
2013, prevent Head Teachers from granting any leave of absence during
term time, unless there are exceptional circumstances. For example, a
leave of absence for a family holiday does not fall under the category of
‘exceptional circumstances’ and as such would be recorded as
unauthorised.
As of August 2014 if your child has more than 5 days unauthorised
absence for such things as holidays, Leicestershire County Council will
be advised of this matter and may issue Penalty Notices in line with their
policy. Each parent/carer will each be fined £60 which must be paid
within a 21 day period.

Events Calendar
Event

Date

Year 6 Open Evening

Tues 22nd September 5-7pm

Enrichment Day

Thurs 8th October

More details to follow

Staff Training Day-School
Closed

Fri 16th October

Half Term

17th-25th October

Year 7 Parents Evening

Weds 28th October

An opportunity to meet form tutors.

Year 7 Disco
Details to follow

October Date TBC

