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May has been a very busy month at Ivanhoe, with lots of things
going on in and outside of school for students to be involved in,
and this will only get busier as we return for the final half term of
the year.
We have seen a fantastic performance from our students of
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, as well as had some brilliant results
in a number of sporting and academic competitions. We hope you
enjoy reading about them in this newsletter.

Featured in this issue:
• Beauty and the Beast
Musical
• N ew cashless payment
system update

Just a reminder to all students and families that we are still
focussed on ensuring uniform standards are upheld in the run up • Year 8 Survival Skills
to the Summer break. If you haven’t already read the Summer term
Trip
uniform update letter, which reclarifies the uniform requirements
for this year, and sets out the changes for the next academic
year, you can read it by clicking here. Thank you all again in your • Science Detectives
Competition
help implementing the uniform policy, we believe it has had a very
positive effect on the school.

• 3M Superfoods

Next half term we will be welcoming the Year 6 pupils to visit the
Challenge
school as well as sending our Year 9’s up to Ashby School for their
Induction Days. We know that our students will make a good first
• Miss Motivator Update
impression with their high standards of behaviour and uniform.
Shortly after we return from half term (by the 10th June), we will • Fundraising Update
need to know student preferences for the Activity Day on the 12th
July. There are a number of options available in school for those • Saffron Lane Athletics
who would prefer to do school based activities on that day.
We hope you all have a relaxing half term break, hopefully full of • Latest Sports results
sunshine.
and upcoming fixtures

Every single one of the students have made
me extremely proud and I feel so very
privileged to work with such an amazing
group of young people. The whole staff team
and I would like to say a huge Well Done for
their adventurous spirit, their kind and funny
nature and their courage and resilience that
they all have in spades.
Mr A Stevenson.

Ye a r 8 S u r v i v a l S k i l l s Tr i p
On Friday 13th May 6 staff and 54 of our
bravest students ventured into the woodlands
of Oxfordshire for a weekend full of Bushcraft
activities.
As the coach drove down the seemingly
unending forest track, we started to wonder
if we were lost. When the coach could get no
further we got off and took in our surroundings.
The sun was shining, the birds were singing
and we were surrounded by over 3000 acres of
woodland. It was going to be a great weekend.
We started the 30-minute walk to our camp with
the assistance of our Tribe Leaders making
our way through trees, fields and mud and with
everyone’s spirits high. Our camp looked like
something out of a fairy tale with large tents,

bluebells all around and a roaring fire under
the yurt at the heart of it all.
We got stuck into one of our first activities of
shelter building, constructing weatherproof
shelters using the many natural materials
that could be found around camp. Later on
we would then be able to choose whether to
sleep in our tent or out in our shelters. Lots
of students chose to test out their handiwork
and spent 2 or even 3 nights sleeping under
the stars.
We were treated to a fantastic dinner of beef
fajitas and home-made chocolate brownies
that were cooked in Dutch ovens around
the camp fire. A big hit with the students
was Predator: a game similar to hide and
seek where the students, as hunters, had
to try and use the natural environment to
hide and make their way to the prey without
being spotted. A few games of this later and
we were all ready for bed, but not before
enjoying a bit of time around the roaring
fire. It was perfect!
The next few days would see us learning
about different types of flora and fauna,
using knives to carve our own tent pegs,
looking at different methods for starting a
fire, learning how to purify water so that it
is safe to drink and even some emergency
first aid! We were also give n the opportunity

to put these skills into practice and the chance
to see how much we had learnt.
One of my personal highlights was the talent
show with all of the tribes performing a story
or sketch about their time in the woodlands.
All of the students shone in their various roles,
whether it was singing, re-enacting an epic
tale, impressions or a comedy magic act. An
incredible way to spend our last evening in
camp.
Liam, our Camp Leader, expressed his hope that
they take the woodland with them and that they
keep exploring the natural world around them
and it’s a hope that I share. This was the first
time we had run this trip but it certainly won’t be
the last. The students were excellently behaved
over the weekend and were commended for their
teamwork and listening skills by the Bushcraft
Co. team. It was an absolute delight to see all
of the students (and staff) enjoying themselves
so much, even if the lack of showers meant we
were a bit smelly!

Quotes from some of the
students:
Keelan says “In 20 year’s times, I’d like to
remember the feeling of a hard day’s work
done, lying under the stars in our shelter.”
When asked what her favourite part of the
trip was, Maddison said that “it’s so hard
to choose but it’s got to be the 1st night of
sleeping outside and it was the best night of
my life!!”
Rachel’s favourite memories were “me and
my friends screaming as we jumped into
the lake and sleeping in our own shelters
in front of a blazing fire that I contributed
towards.”
When asked for his thoughts on the trip,
Reuben simply replied “salmon eyeballs
taste nice!”

Beauty and the Beast Musical
On Wednesday 27th an Thursday
28th April students stunned the
audience with a spectacular musical
performance of Disney's Beauty
and the Beast. Full of rousing songs,
comic acting and even a tap dance
performance, this was an amazing
show.
Deputy Vice Principal, Mr Bellmore said; "This
is the best performance I have seen at any school
I have ever worked at!"
Head of Drama, Miss Howe praised the hard
work of the students involved and for their
commitment to rehearsals. There was
also thanks for the student tech team
who yet again worked tirelessly to
ensure the lighting and sound on the
night complimented the performers.

We hope you enjoy this
selection of photos. More can
be seen by clicking here.

B i o s t o r e B i o m e t r i c F a s Tr a k
System
I am delighted to inform you that from the new academic
year starting 30 August, we will be implementing a new
biometric cashless dining room system at Ivanhoe. This
is a technology that has been used successfully by many schools and as a leadership team we
are convinced that this is the right way forward for Ivanhoe. We have researched a number of
different service providers, and are delighted to have invested in our new Biostore FasTrak system
which we believe will improve the services we are able to offer students and staff significantly, with
benefits including:
•
Reduction in queuing time for dining room purchases for our students
•
Reduction in administration time and cost dealing with lost or forgotten cards for both students
and staff
•
Improved security for student balances
•
Interface with Wisepay in exactly the same way our current system does
•
Future options to extend use of the system to help students with other areas of school such
as print solutions, library records and so on

Year 9 Dance
Wednesday 13th July
Ti c k e t s n o w o n s a l e
Click here for full details

I must stress that Ivanhoe will comply at all times with the Data Protection Act and with the guidance
given by the Information Commissioner’s Office regarding the use of biometric data. Fingerprint
images are not be stored by the system but instead, a set of measured finger coordinates are
translated into a string of numbers and encrypted. The encryption method used by the system
is a high level, industry standard method. The data held cannot be used to recreate a fingerprint
image, nor could it be used in a forensic investigation.
In June, we plan to begin the registration process of our current year 7 and year 8 students in
preparation for the new academic year and after half term, a permission form will be sent home
with all students, which we would ask is returned to school by 20 June 2016. If there are any
concerns regarding this new system, in particular regarding use of biometrics, our website has
details of commonly asked questions and answers to provide more information click here to read
the FAQ’s. If you would like more information or the chance to discuss this further, please feel free
to contact Karen Westwood, Assistant Business Manager in the first instance – k.westwood@
ivanhoe.co.uk.
Thank you for your support with this initiative at Ivanhoe.

We still have free copies of Microsoft Office available
for students to use at home during their time at Ivanhoe
college.
The offer will enable the use of Microsoft Office on many
devices such as laptops, tablets and Apple Macs.
To access the information sheet about how to download
the programme easily please click this link.

BLUE
FRIDAY

£767 R AISED
£300 TO BE DONATED
TO THE LCFC FOXES
FOUNDATION

21 YEAR 7 AND 8 STUDENTS
RAISED AN IMPRESSIVE £510
FOR READATHON; WHICH
RAISES MONEY TO SUPPORT
SICK CHILDREN IN HOSPITAL
AND HOSPICES.

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST FUNDRAISING RAFFLE
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT BOUGHT TICKETS. THE
RAFFLE RAISED £346 TOWARDS THE NEW HALL LIGHTING
APPEAL.

Ivanhoe College students win the regional Young
Innovators Challenge Award for the second year
running.

On Friday 20th of May, 10 of our Year

qualified for a British Science Association

“The Science Detectives Challenge was one of

CREST Bronze Award, which is an excellent

the best opportunities I’ve ever experienced. It

achievement,” said Dr. Sialvi (Science teacher

was a lot of fun and helped me to understand

who has supported the students in entering

the forensic side of science even more. I

the competition). In return for an outstanding

made some new friends and developed my

project, students won £750 towards science

observational, planning and organisational skill

detectives’ equipment for the school and £50

throughout this challenge” Emily Walker

Amazon gift vouchers each.

“It was a great experience, I have learnt a lot

8 and year 9 students were invited to

of new skill and it has increased my confidence

the 2016 Young Innovators Challenge

Ivanhoe Private Eyes

The Young Innovators Challenge, sponsored

The following students from Year 8:

by global technology company 3M and

Morgan Rowland, Emily Walker, Sadie

the Loughborough Echo newspaper aims

“The Science Detectives Challenge helped me

Longhurst, Mia Blood-Schiffers, Ed

to inspire the next generation of original

work better as part of a team and allowed me

Jager (Ivanhoe Private Eyes) and Year

thinkers. Through a series of challenges, the

to experience what it is like to be a real forensic

9 : Luke Hanley, Bertie Raffle, Tom

programme encourages young people to view

scientist” Connor Greenwood

Harris, James Harris, Alexander Abbey

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths

(Ivanhoe Crime Busters) had already beaten
The Science Detectives Challenge involved 15

off strong competition to be nominated for

students visiting the De Montfort University’s (Faculty

the final which was open to all Leicestershire

of Health & Life Sciences) crime scene house and

and Nottinghamshire schools. “Out of the

forensics laboratory in February to investigate a

21 teams entered we were very proud to

crime scenario. During the visit, students made

learn that one of our teams (Ivanhoe Private

forensic observations and conducted basic sample

Eyes) were named the overall winners of the

analysis including; scanning electron microscopy

Science Detectives Challenge.

(SEM),

infrared

spectroscopy,

and I would recommend this to all new pupils

Awards held at Loughborough College.

chromatography

(STEM) as dynamic and inspiring subjects.

think about trying it” Ed Jager

“I enjoyed the Science Detectives Challenge
very much and gained a lot of experience in
forensic science and working well in a team.
I would recommend it to future students”

Some quotes from the students:

Alexander Abbey

“The Science Detectives Challenge was
an amazing experience that I am proud
to have taken part in. My team members
and I have developed many skill including;
organisation, teamwork and forensic science.

and fingerprint analysis. Following the visit to the
University, students developed a crime scene

The award was handed out by Loughborough

report, lab analysis report, poster, and presented

MP and Education Secretary Nicky Morgan.

their conclusions drawn from their investigation to

The students’ hard work and dedication

University judges.

over the past few months really paid off.
Furthermore, all fifteen participating students

This opportunity has given us an insight into
how complex a forensic investigation can be
and how much dedication is required” Sadie
Longhurst

Ivanhoe Crime Busters

3M SUPERFOOD CHALLENGE

• SPA day (Sport and physical activity day)
to help engage girls by giving students the
opportunity to try different sports that are
not on offer at school like Yoga, Zumba, Kick
boxing etc.

Two teams from Ivanhoe took part in a
Superfood Challenge competition, run
by the Scientific Business 3M, based in
Loughborough.

• Created our own This Girl Can posters around
school.

This exciting challenge tasked students
with designing and making a healthy
snack or drink. Students were asked to
consider:
(i) the scientific processes involved in
its production
(ii) its nutritional content
(iii) the target audience for the product
(iv) the product name, packaging and
consumer information requirement
One of our teams were lucky enough to
get through to the final with their snack
biscuits designed for Diabetics.
Although they did not win overall, they
were awarded a Highly Commended
Silver Crest Award, recognising their
great work.
They are pictured here with Food
Technology teacher; Joanne Robinson,
and Education Secretary of State;
Nicky Morgan.

This is the question we asked ourselves in May
2015. The PE team at Ivanhoe have teamed up
with the youth sports trust, Leicester University
and Bangor University to take part in a project
called Girls Active.
We started out recruiting Miss Motivators that
now lead the project within school and we rely on
the student voice to steer us in the right direction
to help promote a positive mind-set and approach
in PE.
The Miss Motivators have worked really hard
over the past year thinking up fresh ideas to bring
to PE at Ivanhoe, some of these consist of;
•

Introducing leggings into the PE kit, this has
had a huge impact on how the girls feel when
taking part in Physical Activity.

•

Positive Comments/ gestures challenge- we
challenged our sky sports leaders to share
positive comments and gestures within
lessons to help others feel more comfortable
and confident.

Recycling Ivanhoe Uniform
Please consider donating your child’s outgrown,
good quality uniform to The Children’s Society
shop in Ashby.
The shop is happy to receive and sell quality
saleable items, so you could pick up a bargain,
as well as supporting this charity.

•

Sharing physical activity stories about Ivanhoe
staff - we have termly updates on the TV’s
around school of different achievements and
hobbies that the staff take part in to inspire
our students, to show that anyone can do it!

•

More inclusive inter-house competitions; for
example, dodgeball and capture the flag with
staff joining in too!

• New extracurricular clubs on offer in response
to the students voice from PE questionnaires.
Throughout Sept- March we had Dodgeball
and Gymnastics on the extracurricular
timetable and Handball and Badminton on the
curriculum.
These ideas and changes, I feel have really had
a positive impact on Girls in PE and around school
and I feel students are feeling more positive and
enthusiastic about physical activity.
The university has been keeping track of our
progress and also monitoring a random sample of
around 80 pupils within the school to see if the
Miss Motivator/ Girls Active scheme has had any
impact on their personal feelings towards Physical
activity.

What’s Next?
Studies show that from Primary to Secondary
school, with girls bodies changing there is a big
drop in the amount of physical activity girls take part
in. We are hoping to get our Miss Motivators into
the primary school inductions to help, encourage,
inform and motivate the year 6 girls coming into
Ivanhoe.
We have also just launched a Girls Active Reward
scheme to get more girls into extracurricular clubs.
Students will be able to collect a stamp every time
they attend a club and two stamps if they bring
a friend, with some great rewards on offer. We
are trialling this up until the summer with the girls
and we hope
to introduce it
to the boys in
September!
Miss Howick PE Teacher

Area Athletics at Saffron Lane 2016
Date

Sport

Year Group

Opposition

Weds 11th May Athletics

7,8,9

Mixed

Thurs 12th May Boys Softball
Tues 17th May Boys Cricket

KS3
8

Tues 17th May

Boys Cricket

9

Thurs 19th May Boys Cricket

8

Mon 23rd May Boys Cricket

8

Tues 24th May Boys Cricket
Weds 25th May Mixed Tennis

9
7/8

Mixed
South Wigston
High School
South
Charnwood
Wigston
Academy
Lancaster
School
Brookvale
Mixed

Result
19/43 top 3
finishes
1st Place
Won 109 runs
to 68
Won
Won
Lost 62 runs to
60
N/A

Congratulations to all the students who took part in the Hugglescote & District Area Athletics
Championships on Wednesday 11th May. On a wet and windy day, Ivanhoe students competed
against 8 other schools in the Area for a great day of athletics which saw us place in the top 3
athletes in 19 out of 43 events!
The students showed fantastic sportsmanship and great determination to push hard throughout
the day! Also, huge congratulations to the 12 students who qualified for the County Athletics
Championships on Saturday 11th June with their results from the day. Good luck!

County Qualifiers
Track Events
100m
200m
200m
200m
200m
800m

Junior Boys – Harry Thompson (3rd Place) – 12.53 seconds
U13 Girls – Jenny Lyness (3rd Place) – 31.2 seconds
U13 Boys – Charlie Smith (1st Place) – 30.19 seconds
Junior Girls – Jasmine Greenaway (2nd Place) – 28.32 seconds
Junior Boys – Ciaran Keenan (3rd Place) – 26.94 seconds
U13 Girls – Neve Evans (1st Place) – 2 minutes 37 seconds

Field Events

Triple Jump Junior Boys – Lorenzo Johnson (1st Place) – 10.50m
Long Jump U13 Boys – Elliot Day (1st Place) – 3.70m
Long Jump Junior Girls – Freya Gardner (2nd Place) – 4.05m
High Jump Junior Girls – Olivia Chantrey (1st Place) – 1.40m
Javelin U13 Girls – Rebecca Preece (1st Place) – 17.28m
Discus Junior Boys – Archie Vanes (3rd Place) – 19.87m

Date

Sport

Year Group

Home/Away Opposition/
Venue

Thurs 26th May Boys Cricket

7

Away

Weds 8th June
Thurs 9th June

Boys Cricket
Girls Cricket

7
7/8/9

Away
Away

Thurs 9th June

Boys Cricket

9

Away

8/9
7
KS3

Home
Home
Away

South
Charnwood
Brookvale
Sileby Town
Cricket Club
Newbridge/
Bardon CC
Mixed
Mixed
The Golf Centre

7/8

Home

Mixed

Thurs 9th June Rounders
Thurs 16th June Rounders
Thurs 16th June High School
Golf
Thurs 7th July Fun Rounders

EVENTS CALENDAR
Date

6th June
13th June
21st June
23rd June
27th + 28th June
30th June
1st July
6th July
6th, 7th + 8th July
7th + 8th July
11th July
12th July
13th July
15th July

Event

Return from half term break
Year 7 Assessments begin
Year 9 Awards Evening
Ivanhoe Summer Concert
Year 6 Welcome Evening
Sports Day 1
Sports Day 2
International Day
Year 9 Induction Days at Ashby School
New Year 7 Welcome Days at Ivanhoe
Sports Presentation Evening
Activities Day
Year 9 Farewell Dance
Last day of term - Close at 2.20pm

