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Welcome
Thank you for considering Ivanhoe for your GCSEs.
We are so excited that you could be part of the very
first cohort of students that will stay with us all the
way from 11-16. We cannot wait to work together to
help you achieve success.
Choosing your options for GCSE is an important
stage in your education. This is the process that
allows you to think about your future goals and
supports you to choose some of the subjects that
you will study over the next two years. We know that it can be a difficult time and can cause
anxiety because there are a lot of questions that you might have: Which subject is right for me?
What if I don’t know what I want to do at all? Rest assured that we will help guide and support
you to make choices about your future learning that are right for you.

Why should you choose Ivanhoe for your GCSEs?


You know us and we know you. Our staff already know your skills as well as subjects you
might need extra support with. You already know our school rules and the building layout.
Once you begin your GCSEs with us you will not need to worry about remembering a new
way to do things, your transition to Key Stage 4 will be smooth.



We have a strong body of expert leaders and teachers. All senior and middle leaders have
completed a National Professional Qualification for their career stage and their expertise is
widely sought from other schools in the area.



We have a clear GCSE vision: developed and led by our experienced leaders and current
GCSE Examiners and Moderators working at Ivanhoe. We also have excellent support from
the LiFE Mat to ensure the success of our transition to an 11-16 school.



We have high expectations for our students, in attendance, behaviour, attitude and
achievement. Our pastoral team: from Form Tutors through to Heads of Progress, Care and
Guidance Team, SEND Team and Senior Leaders will all help your child achieve their full
academic potential.



We will have small year groups which will allow for personalised learning and targeted
support where needed.



We are committed to the education of the 'whole person'. We are confident that the
enrichment experiences offered alongside our formal curriculum will ensure that all of our
students will leave Ivanhoe as happy, successful, informed, resilient young adults ready to
make a positive contribution to their world.
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Once you have made the decision to stay at Ivanhoe we will then guide you to help you make the
right option choices for you. All students will attend information talks and assemblies and you
should take the time to talk to the teachers who run the various courses to make sure you are
making the right choices. You should also attend Year 9 Parents’ Evening with your parents as
you will be able to ask your teachers whether they think your choices are suitable for you. In
addition there will be an additional Options Evening in February where you will be able to attend
with your parents to ask more questions about option subjects before you make your choices.
This booklet and the options process are designed to make this time less worrying for you and
your parents/ carers. They will help you to start making decisions about your learning and to
choose subjects that suit your aspirations, skills and needs. Please use all the information
available to you: this booklet; advice from teachers; your tutors and your parents. All of these
people know you and may be able to suggest whether they think a subject could suit you as a
learner.
All students will have to follow some ‘Core Subjects’ but they can then choose exciting and
different subjects on top of this. When choosing subjects, think about you, your strengths and
what paths you may want to take in your future career; don’t base your choices on what your
friends are doing or which teachers you like. Take advice from your parents and from your
teachers – but at the end of the day, the decision must be yours. You are going to have to work
hard at your options for the next two years.
Wherever possible we do our best to ensure you are able to study your first choice in each of the
option subjects. You will select your options using an Options Form on Moodle. We will remind
you of the deadline closer to the time.
We hope that the information allows you to make
the right choices that will see you well placed to 7TH OCT 2021
succeed over the next two years and beyond.
Alison Allford
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KEY DATES

Key Stage 4 Introduction
Ivanhoe will begin teaching Key Stage 4 students from
Autumn 2022. The majority of these students will be
staying on with us after Year 9, but we will also be
welcoming applications from students across North
West Leicestershire, and South Derbyshire.
The change to becoming an 11-16 school will give all students the benefit of a more personalised
education by creating smaller year groups across the National Forest Hub. The future of
education and in particular examinations in the UK will inevitably change following the COVID-19
pandemic. We are in a unique position to easily be able to change and grow with any new
developments because we are not heavily invested in a traditional way of delivering GCSEs. Our
open and honest communications with parents and students will ensure that we all work in
partnership to ensure the best outcomes for your children.

We are now members of the LiFE Multi Academy Trust , a
MAT that has a proven track record of successfully
making the change from 11-14 to 11-16 school. They will
support the leaders at Ivanhoe during our transition to
ensure our students achieve the best outcomes.

Our Senior Leaders and staff have spent many years developing the Ivanhoe GCSE curriculum,
as well as expanding staff expertise. Many staff in school work as examiners, moderators and
senior team leaders for a range of examination boards. A large proportion of our staff have
experience of teaching their subjects right from Key Stage 3 up to Key Stage 4 and 5. We have
kept parents up to date throughout the age change process with various newsletters and other
information. If you would like to reread this you can find the information on our website in the
Age Range Change Information.
If you decide that Ivanhoe is the school for your child,
they will have access to a wide and varied KS4
curriculum, which will include GCSEs, GCSE equivalent
qualifications and the chance to gain the English
Baccalaureate (EBacc).
Our ‘Truly Great Teaching’ will ensure that we are able
to cater to the educational needs of all students, whether
they will be pursuing higher level exam papers, or if they
have special education needs and require some
‘alternative’ curriculum subjects.
6

Ivanhoe Curriculum

Ivanhoe believes in:
•

This means we aim to:

The relentless pursuit of excellence to achieve • Support each child into a happy, fulfilled young
life changing outcomes for all students
adult

The education of the whole person, seeking to • Instil in each student a strong sense of self and
encourage all students to learn beyond the
aspiration
classroom
• Encourage our students to seek wider
• Creating ambitious life-long learners who
opportunities
have developed a curiosity for and enjoyment • Foster a love of learning in all our students
of learning in our personalised curriculum
• Ensure excellent results at KS4
• Challenging our students to be discerning as
• Encourage an understanding that hard work
they navigate the complex media world we
will lead to future success
now inhabit
•

The strengths of our curriculum are:

Our staff pledge to:

•

High quality teaching based on a mastery
approach, ensuring long term retention of
knowledge

•

Identify and advance each child’s individual
strengths and talents whether academic,
creative or physical

•

Our knowledge-rich curriculum treads a
careful balance between academic and
creative - allowing all students to make
excellent progress

•

Build resilience and self-esteem as our
students transition through physical and
emotional change

•

Offer inspirational opportunities both in and out
of the curriculum to ensure future success

•

Our exciting approach ensuring that our
students become valued dynamic members of • Nurture students and remove barriers in a fully
the community, prepared for their futures as
supportive learning environment
responsible citizens in a diverse
• Commit whole-heartedly to collaboration
technologically-advanced society
within, between and beyond the Ashby Hub
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Ivanhoe KS4 Option Choices
The purpose of this guide is to inform students, parents and
carers about the Key Stage 4 Curriculum offer at Ivanhoe. Our
curriculum has been carefully designed to provide students with
a breadth of study that will open up a range of opportunities for
post 16 study.
To meet this aim, students in Year 10 and Year 11 will study:
•

5 compulsory subjects,

•

2 core option choices,

•

2 additional option choices.

In total this will result in 9 GCSEs (or equivalent qualifications) for all students.
The following pathway will guide you through the choices students will need to make. Please
remember that students will not be making these choices until early 2022.

Compulsory Subjects (Core) All students will study all of
these
GCSE Subjects

Non GCSE Subjects

English (2 GCSEs Awarded)
Maths
Combined Science (2 GCSEs Awarded)

PE
PSHRE

Core Curriculum Options. Students must make one choice
from each list.
Option 1
French
German
History
Geography

4

8

Option 2
French
Spanish
History
Geography

Option Choices Continued

In this booklet you will find more in depth information about each subject. Our subject
leaders have put together comprehensive information about each qualification, including
what will be studied and how the qualification will be assessed, eg % of coursework and
exam. You will see that some qualifications are not traditional GCSEs, however please
be reassured that the qualifications on offer are equivalent in value to GCSEs and will be
regarded as such by post 16 education providers and universities.
As the year progresses students will have more opportunity to learn about the option
subjects (whichever school they choose) before they make their final choices.

*Every effort is made to accommodate students’ first choices but sometimes this may not
always be possible as class sizes need to be viable in order for classes to be timetabled. In the
event that a student is unable to take their combination of subjects, they will be contacted to
discuss the options available to them.
9
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Examinations, Coursework & Assessments
GCSEs and other qualifications are assessed through examinations and coursework. This means
that some of the school work done from an early stage in Year 10 is directly assessed by your
teacher, and forms an important part of your final grade.
Many students find the organisation and pressures of Year 10 and Year 11 to be extremely
demanding so self-directed study in your own time will become increasingly necessary. It is
important that study facilities are available at home and that support and encouragement is given
from the very beginning of the course. If you have concerns about this, please contact us so we can
direct students to revision classes and homework clubs, which will all be in place to help all students
succeed.
Please take the time to read the information in the following pages. You will find an outline of all the
courses offered next year. Each course will give information about type of qualification awarded, the
assessment process and progression routes for this subject. All of these will be helpful and
informative when considering which subjects to choose next year.

You should remember the following when selecting options:
Do

Don’t

•

Do choose subjects which
you like or enjoy.

•

Do choose subjects at
which you are successful.

•

Do choose subjects which you may need
for a career or further education.

•

Do find out everything that you can about
the subject before you choose it. Once you
have started a subject we expect you to
stick with it for the full two years.

•

Do talk to the people who know you best.

•

Do listen to the advice your subject
teachers give you.

•

Don’t choose a subject just
because your friend has
chosen it, friendships may
change with time but your
GCSE grades will remain with you forever.

•

Don’t choose a subject just because you like,
or dislike a particular teacher. They may not
end up teaching you!

GCSE Grades
The guide below will help to remind you of the conversion between the old GCSE grades and
the new number grade system.
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Moving on to Post 16 Education
College or Sixth Form web sites can give you a valuable insight into what subjects and grades you
need to be achieving. As a rough guide:
•

to study 3 A levels, you will need to have 5 GCSEs or equivalent at 4 OR ABOVE including
English and Maths

•

whilst most students study 3 A levels, it is possible to study 4 A levels. Check the college
websites for requirements especially if choosing double Maths

•

to study a vocational level 3 course, you will need 5 GCSEs at 4 or equivalent including
English or Maths

•

to study a vocational level 2 course, you will need 3 GCSEs at 3 or equivalent including
English and Maths

•

Some courses will require specific grades at GCSE.

The following is just a guide based on requirements that colleges have given in the past for A levels.
Any Art A Level

Minimum requirement of a 5 or 4 at GCSE Art (dependent on college)

Any Science A Level

Two Grade 5 GCSEs in Science, including the Science selected (e.g.
Physics for Physics A level) or Grade 5 Combined Science
plus Grade 5 in Maths and Grade 4 English.

Any Language A Level

At least a grade 5 achieved at GCSE in the chosen language .

Maths

Grade 6 GCSE in Maths

Double Maths (Maths
and Further Maths)

Grade 8 GCSE in Maths

Music

Grade 4 or above in Music GCSE and/or Grade 5 standard in
performance and the ability to read music .

For other A Level courses, a GCSE in the same subject is NOT a requirement. e.g.
Business, Drama, Psychology, Sociology. However, if you have taken the GCSE, a
specific grade may be required.

There are a huge range of Post 16 options available to you, including moving onto Ashby
School, local colleges or work based apprenticeships. Qualifications on offer include A
Levels, T Levels, BTECs, NVQs and more. Through our excellent careers programme we will
help prepare you for your next steps.
12

Compulsory Curriculum
Subjects Course Information
English GCSE
Maths GCSE
Science GCSE
Non GCSE PE
Non GCSE PSHRE
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE
The English Language and Literature GCSEs cover a wide
Type of Qualification
and varied range of topics, texts and genres. The course
leads to 2 GCSE qualifications
AQA for Language and Literature
These include:

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/
gcse

•

Extracts of 20th and 21st century literary fiction.

•

Extracts of 19th and 20th century literary non-fiction

•

Shakespeare (Macbeth).

•

19th century novels (A Christmas Carol by Charles English Language
Dickens) .

•

20th century drama (An Inspector Calls by J.B.
Priestley) .

•

A range of poetry from the 18th century to the modern
1 x final examination of 1 hour and 45
day based around the theme of Power and Conflict.

How is the course assessed?
2 x final examinations of 1 hour and 45
minutes each
English Literature

minutes
For GCSE English students will focus on the following
key skills:
•

Reading fluently, and with good understanding of, a
wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st
centuries. It will include literature and literary nonfiction as well as other writing such as reviews and
articles.

•

Reading and evaluating texts critically and making
comparisons between them.

•

Summarising and synthesising information or ideas
from texts.

•

Using knowledge gained from wide reading to inform
and improve their own writing.

•

•

1 x final examination of 2 hours and 15
minutes

Where will this course take
me?
An English Language GCSE is sought
after for sixth forms, colleges,
apprenticeships and most forms of
employment.

An English Literature GCSE will provide
you with skills such as information and
deducing key information. It provides
Writing effectively and coherently using Standard
you with a rich, cultural knowledge along
English appropriately.
with an appreciation of words and the
Using grammar correctly and punctuating and spelling power they hold.
accurately.

•

Acquiring and applying a wide vocabulary, alongside
a knowledge and understanding of grammatical
terminology and linguistic conventions, for reading,
writing and spoken language.

•

Listening to and understanding spoken language and
using spoken Standard English effectively.

MATHS GCSE
In studying GCSE Maths students will

Type of Qualification

•

develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of
GCSE AQA Maths 8300
mathematical methods and concepts

•

acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
solve problems
mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300

•

reason mathematically, make
inferences and draw conclusions

•

comprehend,
interpret
and
communicate
How is the course assessed?
mathematical information in a variety of forms
All students will take 3 written papers of 1
appropriate to the information and context.

deductions

and

hour 30 minutes duration.

One is non-calculator, two allow a

Mathematics can be used to develop models of real
calculator.
situations and these models may be more or less effective
depending on how the situation has been simplified and the Each is worth 80 marks and is 33⅓% of
assumptions that have been made. Students should also the GCSE Mathematics assessment.
be able to recall, select and apply mathematical formulae.
Over the course students will study the following subject
content:

Where will this course take me?

1 Number

This course provides a broad, coherent,
satisfying and worthwhile course of study,
allowing students to develop confidence and
a positive attitude towards mathematics. It
will also provide a strong mathematical
foundation for students who go on to study
mathematics (or related
subjects) at a
higher level post-16.

2 Algebra
3 Ratio, proportion and rates of change
4 Geometry and measures
5 Probability
6 Statistics

In addition to this subject content, students should be able
to recall, select and apply mathematical formulae.
Students will be entered at either Foundation or Higher
level. Those taking Foundation can acquire Grades 1 – 5
and those taking Higher can attain Grades 4 - 9.
The Government has said that grade 4 is a ‘standard pass’
and that Grade 5 is a ‘strong pass’. Grade 4 remains the
level that students must achieve without needing to re-sit
Maths post-16.

COMBINED SCIENCE GCSE
This GCSE science course follows a mixed programme of
Type of Qualification
biology, chemistry and physics, and leads to two
GCSE Combined Science Trilogy
qualifications in combined science.
Our focus is very much on developing students’ enquiry AQA | Science | GCSE | Combined Sciskills and their understanding of ‘the scientific method’. ence: Trilogy
Lessons involve a mix of practical work and theoretical
study.
We help students to deepen their scientific knowledge and
their understanding of scientific ideas across the three
separate science disciplines.

Topics covered include:
Biology

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed through six
equally weighted exam papers. Practical
work completed during the course will be
assessed in these exam papers.

Cell biology, organisation, infection and response,
bioenergetics, homoeostasis, inheritance, evolution and
ecology.

• Biology Paper 1 (16.7% of the GCSE)
1 hour 15 minutes

Chemistry

• Biology Paper 2 (16.7% of the GCSE)
1 hour 15 minutes

Atomic structure, the periodic table, structure and bonding,
chemical changes, quantitative chemistry, energy
changes, rates of reaction, organic chemistry, chemical
analysis and environmental chemistry.

• Chemistry Paper 1 (16.7% of the
GCSE) 1 hour 15 minutes

Physics

• Chemistry Paper 2 (16.7% of the
GCSE) 1 hour 15 minutes

Energy, electricity, particle model of matter, forces, waves,
magnetism and electromagnetism.

• Physics Paper 1 (16.7% of the GCSE)
1 hour 15 minutes
• Physics Paper 2 (16.7% of the GCSE)
1 hour 15 minutes

Where will this course take me?
Students can go on to study A-Levels in
Biology, Chemistry, and Physics, as well
as a Level 3 BTEC in Applied Science.
Possible career options include
• Doctor • Surgeon • Vet • Dentist •
Nurse • Physiotherapist • Marine
Biologist • Sports Scientist • Forensic
Scientist • Engineer • Armed Forces •
Pharmacists • Chemist • Nutritionist

Core Curriculum Option
Subject Course Information
French GCSE
German GCSE
Spanish GCSE
History GCSE
Geography GCSE
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FRENCH, GERMAN OR SPANISH GCSE
The French, German and Spanish GCSE courses enable
students to:
•

•

•

•
•

•

deepen their knowledge about how language works
and enrich their vocabulary so they can develop
independence in a wide range of contexts.
communicate confidently and coherently in speech
and writing, conveying what they want to say with
increasing accuracy.
express and develop thoughts and ideas with
increasing spontaneity and fluency.
understand and respond to a range of authentic
spoken and written material, including literary texts.
develop a deeper awareness and understanding of
the culture and identity of the countries and
communities where French/German/ Spanish is
spoken.
develop language learning skills both for immediate
use and to prepare them for further language study
and use in school, higher education or in employment.

Type of Qualification
AQA French GCSE
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
languages/gcse/french-8658
AQA German GCSE
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
languages/gcse/german-8668
AQA Spanish GCSE
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
languages/gcse/spanish-8698

How is the course assessed?
How will you be assessed?

The themes covered at GCSE enable students to carry out The GCSE examinations are set out in two
tiers: foundation and higher and these apply
more mature conversations:
to four exams (approx. 25% each)
Theme 1: Identity and culture
•
Listening
Me, my family and friends
Technology in everyday life
•
Speaking
Free-time activities
Customs and festivals in French, Spanish and
•
Reading
German-speaking countries/communities

Writing
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global •
areas of interest
Home, town, neighbourhood and region
Social issues: Charity/voluntary work; Healthy/unhealthy Where will this course take me?
living
Learning a language will help you build up
Global issues: The environment; Poverty/homelessness
transferable skills such as listening and
Travel and tourism
communication skills, as well as promoting
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
your understanding of different cultural
My studies
values.
Life at school/college
Education post-16
You will develop your knowledge of social,
Jobs, career choices and ambitions
cultural and economic values of life work in
France , Spain and Germany (or countries
where these languages are spoken).
Language skills can lead directly into a
career in translating, interpreting or teaching
for instance, and are also in high demand in
areas
such
as
hospitality,
tourism,
journalism, law, diplomacy, publishing,
charity work and business services.

HISTORY GCSE
History is an opportunity to understand and explain our
modern society. In a fast developing world, History
examines the causes, events and results of changes in a
variety of times and places. It teaches students to think
critically and challenge what they are being told to help
them make their own independent, rational decisions.
Throughout the different units of study, students will
develop valuable historical skills of understanding complex
human events. Students explain significant events and use
evidence to support their reasoned judgements.
There are four units of study:
1.

Crime & punishment in Britain, from 1000–present
(Paper 1) Students will start with crime and
punishment in the harsh and brutal medieval times.
They will trace this thread over the next 1000 years to
see how it has changed and stayed the same.

2.

Early Elizabethan England, 1558 to 1588 (Paper 2)
Students explore a pivotal moment in English history
as the country transformed under its most famous
queen. The unit begins with the religious, political and
gender turmoil of the Tudors. It considers how
England achieved a fragile stability and dramatically
defeated a global superpower.

3.

4.

Superpower Relations, from 1941 to 1991 (Paper 2)
This unit looks at how the two ‘superpowers’ of the
USA and USSR dominated the globe in the ‘Cold
War’ for five decades. Students will understand why
and how the two sides went from wartime friendship
to the brink of nuclear destruction. They will also see
how this dangerous conflict dramatically ended with
demonstrations of people power in 1989.

Type of Qualification
Edexcel - GCSE History
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history2016.html

How is the course assessed?
There will be three separate exam papers at the end of Year 11.
Paper 1 30%
Paper 2 40%
Paper 3 30%
There is no Controlled Assessment or
Coursework.

Where will this course take
A Level History and Undergraduate
History Degrees. Also compliments:
English, Geography, Sociology,
Psychology, Theology, Philosophy.
Careers Include:
Museums and Galleries, Historic
Houses, Heritage Sites and
Organisations, Conservation and
Horticulture
Record Offices, Archives, Libraries and
Universities

Germany, from 1918 to 1939 (Paper 3) Students will Archaeology and Architecture
examine how Germany struggled through the 1920s
before the election of Adolf Hitler and the descent into National and Local Government, the Civil
Service and the Diplomatic Service,
the nightmare of the Nazi dictatorship in the 1930s.

Teaching
The Media and Journalism

GEOGRAPHY GCSE
Geography gives students the opportunity to gain the
Type of Qualification
knowledge and skills they will need to tackle the social and
environmental problems faced by the UK and the world in Edexcel GCSE Geography B
the 21st Century. The course looks at both UK and global Geography B (9–1) from 2016 | Pearson
geography, understanding how the physical and human qualifications
world interact and asks students to make geographical
decisions.
Content overview :

1. Global Geographical Issues:
Topic 1: Hazardous Earth
Topic 2: Development dynamics
Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world
2. UK Geographical Issues:
Topic 4: The UK’s evolving physical landscape
Topic 5: The UK’s evolving human landscape

Topic 6: Geographical investigations – including one
physical fieldwork investigation and one human
fieldwork investigation linked to Topics 4 and 5.
3. People and Environmental Issues - Making
Geographical Decisions:
Topic 7: People and the biosphere
Topic 8: Forests under threat
Topic 9: Consuming energy resources
Fieldwork
Students will carry out 2 fieldwork investigations, in
contrasting physical and human environments.
This will give students the opportunity to study geography
away from the classroom and in the real world.

How is the course assessed?
There will be 3 exams at the end of Year
11, 1hr 30mins each.
Exam 1: Global Geographical Issues
(37.5%)
Exam 2: UK Geographical Issues
(37.5%)
Exam 3: People and Environment Issues
– Making Geographical Decisions (25%)

Where will this course take me?
Students can go on to study A level
Geography at Ashby School, providing
they meet the Sixth Form entry
requirements.
Many colleges offer BTEC qualifications
in Travel & Tourism.
Students can then go on to study a wide
variety of Geography-based degree
courses at university, such as:
•

Geography

•

Geology

•

Environmental Science

•

Social Science

Studying
Geography
develops
knowledge and skills that can lead to a
range of careers including town planning,
transport planning, travel journalism,
coastal engineering, international aid
planning, meteorology, cartography,
environmental consulting, surveying,
social research,
pollution
analyst,
disaster
management,
development
worker, sustainability consultant and
many more!

Option Subject Course Information
Triple Science GCSE
Design Technology Graphics GCSE
Design Technology Textiles GCSE
Design Technology Resistant Materials GCSE
Computer Science GCSE
I.T. Cambridge National (GCSE equivalent)
Art- Fine Art GCSE
Art- Ceramics GCSE
Performing Arts RSC (GCSE equivalent)
Music, Drama, Dance, Technical Support
Physical Education GCSE
Sports Studies Cambridge National (GCSE equivalent)
Enterprise Cambridge National (GCSE equivalent)
History GCSE (see core curriculum option section)
Geography GCSE (see core curriculum option section)
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TRIPLE SCIENCE GCSE
The GCSE Triple Science option offers students
an opportunity to further stretch their knowledge and
understanding of the three main fields of Physical
Science.
Instead of taking Combined Science (2-GCSE
Equivalent) students will study Biology, Chemistry and
Physics as separate sciences. By taking this pathway,
students will receive 3 separate GCSE grades (in each
of the three fields) instead of a combined science double
grade.
The Triple science option is an ideal stepping stone for
students who love science and wish to further their
understanding and prepare them for A-levels and a
career in science!

Topics covered include:
Biology
You will study the same content as the Combined
Science but with extra material such as the eye,
structure of the brain, thermoregulation, protein synthesis
and plant hormones.

Chemistry
You will study the same content as the Combined
Science but with extra material such as transition metals,
alloys and corrosion, quantitative analysis and chemical
cells and fuels.

Physics
You will study the same content as the Combined
Science but with extra material such as space physics,
magnetism, motors, levers , gears and rotational forces.

Type of Qualification
This subject will count for three GCSE qualifications: Biology, Chemistry and Physics
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/
gcse/biology-8461
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/
gcse/chemistry-8462
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed through six
equally weighted exam papers. Practical
work completed during the course will be
assessed in these exam papers.
• Biology Paper 1 (50 % of the Biology
GCSE) 1 hour 45 minutes
• Biology Paper 2 ((50 % of the Biology
GCSE) 1 hour 45 minutes
• Chemistry Paper 1 (50 % of the
Chemistry GCSE) 1 hour 45 minutes
• Chemistry Paper 2 (50 % of the
Chemistry GCSE) 1 hour 45 minutes
• Physics Paper 1 (50 % of the Physics
GCSE) 1 hour 45 minutes
• Physics Paper 2 (50 % of the Physics
GCSE) 1 hour 45 minutes

Where will this course take me?
Students can go on to study A-Levels in
Biology, Chemistry, and Physics, as well
as a Level 3 BTEC in Applied Science.
Possible career options include
• Doctor • Surgeon • Vet • Dentist •
Nurse • Physiotherapist • Marine
Biologist • Sports Scientist • Forensic
Scientist • Engineer • Armed Forces •
Pharmacists • Chemist • Nutritionist

GRAPHICS GCSE
The GCSE in Design and Technology enables students to
understand and apply iterative design processes through
which they explore, create and evaluate a range of
outcomes. The qualification enables students to use
creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes
(together with evidence of modelling to develop and prove
product concept and function) that solve real and relevant
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants
and values. It gives students opportunities to apply
knowledge from other disciplines, including mathematics,
science, art and design, computing and the humanities

Type of Qualification
GCSE - Edexcel Design & Technology
1DT0/1B
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-gcses/designand-technology-2017.html

How is the course assessed?

The core element of the qualification is the same across all
Design Technology GCSEs and will include elements such
as:
•
The Impact of new and emerging technologies
•
Technical materials
•
Critical Evaluation of technologies
•
Mechanical movements and forces
•
Electronic systems and programmable components
•
Categorisation and properties of materials

Non Exam Assessment (50%)

This is a Design Technology course with a specialism in
Paper and Board. The specification requires students to
develop their ability to make graphic products.
Over the two years, students will develop their practical and
theory knowledge to successfully manufacture graphic
products and to acquire knowledge of a range of different
materials along with CAD skills.
•
During Year 10, students will focus on developing
their making skills on a range of different projects learning basic material applications and CAD skills

Section 1: Core Subject

•

There are 4 parts to this assessment:
•

Investigate

•

Design

•

Make

•

Evaluate.

Exam (50%) - 1 hour 45 minutes
Section 2: Student Choice.

Where will this course take me?
Students can progress on to the A level
Product Design course, providing they
meet
the
Sixth
Form
entry
requirements.
Students may also progress onto a level
2/3 college course or apprenticeship.

In Year 11, students will complete their Non
Examined Assessment portfolio. This includes Students taking this course could work
researching, designing, making and evaluating for a towards
a career in design or
chosen client. In addition there will be preparation for manufacturing including architecture,
their exam at the end of Year 11.
product design, technical illustration,

engineering and many more.

TEXTILES GCSE
The GCSE in Design and Technology enables students to
understand and apply iterative design processes through
which they explore, create and evaluate a range of
outcomes. The qualification enables students to use
creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes
(together with evidence of modelling to develop and prove
product concept and function) that solve real and relevant
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants
and values. It gives students opportunities to apply
knowledge from other disciplines, including mathematics,
science, art and design, computing and the humanities
The core element of the course is the same across all
Design Technology GCSEs and will include elements such
as:
•
The Impact of new and emerging technologies
•
Technical materials
•
Critical Evaluation of technologies
•
Mechanical movements and forces
•
Electronic systems and programmable components
•
Categorisation and properties of materials

Type of Qualification
GCSE - Edexcel Design & Technology
1DT0/1E
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-gcses/designand-technology-2017.html

How is the course assessed?
Non Exam Assessment (50%)
There are 4 parts to this assessment:
•

Investigate

•

Design

•

Make

•

Evaluate.

Exam (50%) - 1 hour 45 minutes
Section 1: Core Subject

This is a Design Technology course with a specialism in
textiles. Studying Textiles at GCSE will help you to develop Section 2: Student Choice.
your creative side as well as enhancing your independent
learning skills. The specification requires students to Where will this course
develop their ability to make textiles products.

take me?

Students can study for an A level in
Over the two years, students will develop their practical and Fashion and Textiles at Ashby School
theory knowledge to successfully manufacture textile providing they meet the Sixth Form entry
products and to acquire knowledge of a range of different requirements.
materials.
During Year 10, students will focus on developing their
making skills on a range of different projects learning basic
material application and workshop skills.

Students can then go on to study a wide
variety of textiles courses at university in
fashion design, fashion management,
buying and merchandising.

In Year 11, students will complete their Non Examined Students may also look to complete Level
Assessment portfolio . This includes researching,
2/3 college courses in fashion and
designing, making and evaluating for a chosen client. In
addition there will be preparation for their exam at the end textiles.
of Year 11.

RESISTANT MATERIALS GCSE
The GCSE in Design and Technology enables students to
understand and apply iterative design processes through
which they explore, create and evaluate a range of
outcomes. The qualification enables students to use
creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes
(together with evidence of modelling to develop and prove
product concept and function) that solve real and relevant
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants
and values. It gives students opportunities to apply
knowledge from other disciplines, including mathematics,
science, art and design, computing and the humanities
The core element of the qualification is the same across all
Design Technology GCSEs and will include elements such
as:
•
The Impact of new and emerging technologies
•
Technical materials
•
Critical Evaluation of technologies
•
Mechanical movements and forces
•
Electronic systems and programmable components
•
Categorisation and properties of materials
This is a Design Technology course with a specialism in
Timbers. The specification requires students to develop
their ability to make timber products.

Type of Qualification
GCSE - Edexcel Design & Technology
1DT0/1F
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-gcses/design-andtechnology-2017.html

How is the course assessed?
Non Exam Assessment (50%)
There are 4 parts to this assessment:
•

Investigate

•

Design

•

Make

•

Evaluate.

Exam (50%) - 1 hour 45 minutes
Section 1: Core Subject
Section 2: Student Choice.

Over the two years, students will develop their practical and Where will this course take me?
theory knowledge to successfully manufacture timber
Students can study the A level Product
products and to acquire knowledge of a range of different
Design course at Ashby School providing
materials.

During Year 10, students will focus on developing their
making skills on a range of different projects learning basic
material application and workshop skills.
In Year 11, students will complete their Non Examined
Assessment portfolio . This includes researching,
designing, making and evaluating for a chosen client. In
addition there will be preparation for their exam at the end
of Year 11.

they meet the Sixth Form entry
requirements.

There are also many level 2/3 college
courses or apprenticeships available.
Students can then go on to study a wide
variety of design based degree courses
at university.
Students could combine subjects to aim
for a career in engineering, sports
product design and architecture.

COMPUTER SCIENCE GCSE
Computer Science GCSE gives students an in-depth
understanding of how computer technology works. It
offers an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’,
including a significant amount of computer programming,
which many students find absorbing.
•

Students will be covering computer systems
including hardware and software

•

Understanding the fundamentals of IT system
networks

Type of Qualification
GCSE - Computer Science (9-1) - J277
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/

How is the course assessed?

You will be assessed in two
examinations at the end of the course.
A significant part of the course is spent on developing and Each exam equates to 50% of the total
qualification.
programming systems to solve problems. As such,
•

the internet and programming.

students must be prepared to invest time and effort into
mastering the basics of writing solid code.

The first exam will focus on theoretical
knowledge of Computer Systems.

The students will have access to a wide variety of
The second exam will focus on
software to develop and advance their skills and
computational thinking, algorithms and
knowledge. This course will enable students to develop
programming.
critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills. For
many, it’ll be a fun and interesting way to develop these
skills, which can be transferred to other subjects and even
applied in day-to-day life.
Where will this course take
The course covers:
•

current and emerging technologies

•

the use of algorithms in computer programs

•

knowledge and understanding of IT in a range of
contexts

•

developing computer programs to solve problems

•

evaluating the effectiveness of computer programs

•

the impact of computer technology on society.

me?

•

A Level Computing (Available at
Ashby School)
A Level ICT
Cambridge Technicals in IT Level
2/3
BTEC National in IT

•

T-Levels & Apprenticeships

•
•
•

I.T. CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL GCSE EQUIVALENT
Our Cambridge National in IT will encourage students
to:
•
understand and apply the fundamental principles and
concepts of IT, including the use of IT in the digital
world, Internet of Everything, data manipulation and
Augmented Reality

Type of Qualification
OCR Cambridge Nationals IT Level 1/2
– J836
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
cambridge-nationals/it-level-1-2-j836/

•

understand, apply and use IT appropriately and
effectively for the purpose and audience

•

develop learning and practical skills that can be
applied to real-life contexts and work situations

•

think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and coursework set by OCR, each worth
critically

How is the course assessed?
You will be assessed via two pieces of
30% of the qualification. These will test
your application of knowledge and skill
in Spreadsheet Design & Augmented
Reality.

•

develop independence and confidence in using skills
that would be relevant to the IT sector and more
widely

•

plan, design, create, test and evaluate/review IT
solutions and products which are fit for purpose and
meeting user/client requirements and apply design
and Human Computer Interface (HCI) considerations
appropriate for a defined audience

You will also complete an examination at
the end of the course worth 40% of the
qualification.

•

understand the impacts of digital technologies on the
individual, organisation and wider society.

Where will this course take
me?

This qualification will help students to develop:
a deep understanding in the use of IT in the digital
world and how to apply design tools, principles of
human computer interactions, the use of data and
testing, cyber-security and legislation when creating
an IT solution or product

•

•

•
•
•
•

A Level ICT
Cambridge Technicals in IT Level
2/3
BTEC National in IT
T-Levels & Apprenticeships

technical skills which can be used to plan, design,
create, test and evaluate/review IT solutions and
This course will also provide a sound set
Augmented Reality (AR) products that are appropriate
of skills and knowledge which can be
for a defined target audience and meet requirements.

applicable in a wide range of job roles
and support further learning.

Pass Grades

GCSE
Grade

GCSE Size
Equivalence

Level 2 Distinction*

8+

1

Level 2 Distinction

7

1

Level 2 Merit

5+

1

Level 2 Pass

4

1

Level 1 Distinction

3

1

Level 1 Merit

2

1

Level 1 Pass

1

1

FINE ART GCSE
In GCSE Fine Art for KS4 you will learn how
• to use specialist practical skills
• to produce ever-higher standards of work
• to gain a higher understanding of the Formal Elements
used within Design
• to use variety and diversity in your thinking
• to develop critical appraisal and analysis in your work
• to record ideas, make experiments, show analysis and
produce outcomes
• to develop a subject specific vocabulary
• to be able to discuss the work of designers, techniques
and values of design to build upon your sketchbook skills
and extend presentation techniques and recording work
from your Art/Design lessons at KS3
The GCSE course lasts for five terms in KS4.

Type of Qualification
AQA - GCSE Art and Design - Fine Art
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-anddesign/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206

How is the course assessed?
How will you get your GCSE?:
Coursework – 60%
Exam – 40%
Controlled Assessment:
During the two year course students will
learn techniques and processes based on
a theme and/or artists. They will have
guided starting points but independent
work and research is encouraged for students to develop a personal style.
Exam:
The exam at the end of the course is a
practical exam that consists of 20 hours
of preparatory time and 10 hours (over
two days) in the art room to produce the
final outcome.

You will work on 2 projects over the first four terms called
the Personal Portfolio (Unit 1). In class, we normally call
this Controlled Assessment work. We will study the
following in that time:
•
Artists and Designers are used as a starting point to
gain insights to develop ideas
•
Produce work in a variety of wet and dry materials,
such as printing, pencil, acrylic paint, collage,
watercolour paint and collage.
•
Record through drawing and written annotation
Where will this course take me?
•
Present a final response based on your research to
Students can progress on to the A level
the topic given

Product Design course, providing they
the
Sixth
Form
entry
In your last term, you will be working on your exam task meet
called the Externally Set Assignment (Unit 2). This is of a requirements.
set of questions set by the exam board, of which one will
Students may also progress onto a level
be chosen to research and develop a personal response.

2/3 college course or apprenticeship.

The GCSE covers a range of activities and in-depth
assignments. You will have the opportunity to experiment
with different media in order to explore your strengths and
preferences. There is a wide range of options within
several areas Fine Art. Whatever you choose, the main aim
of the course is to develop your visual language skills and
for you to build a comprehensive portfolio of work to
progress to further courses or employment.

Students taking this course could work
towards a career in design or
manufacturing including architecture,
product design, technical illustration,
engineering and many more

3D DESIGN (CERAMICS) GCSE
In GCSE Three-Dimensional Design for KS4 you will
learn how
• to use specialist practical skills, including clay building,
glazing, and throwing.
• to produce ever-higher standards of work for final
pieces, such as vases, masks, sculpture work, tiles, boxes,
models and figures.
• to gain a higher understanding of the Formal Elements
used within Art
• to develop critical appraisal and analysis in your work
• to record ideas, make experiments, show analysis and
produce outcomes through photography, drawing, clay
testers, glaze testers and colour theory
• to develop a subject specific vocabulary
• to be able to discuss the work of designers, techniques
and values of design to build upon your sketchbook skills
and extend presentation techniques and recording work
from your Art/Design lessons at KS3

Type of Qualification
AQA - GCSE Art and Design - 3D Design
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-anddesign/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/
subject-content/three-dimensional-design

How is the course assessed?

How will you get your GCSE?:
Coursework – 60%
Exam – 40%
Controlled Assessment:
During the two year course students will
learn techniques and processes based on
a theme and/or artists. They will have
guided starting points but independent
work and research is encouraged for
The GCSE course lasts for five terms in KS4.
students to develop a personal style.
Exam:
You will work on 2 projects over the first four terms called
The exam at the end of the course is a
the Personal Portfolio (Unit 1). In class, we normally call
practical exam that consists of 20 hours
this Controlled Assessment work. We will study the
following in that time:
of preparatory time and 10 hours (over
• Artists, Designers, sculptors, ceramicists and architects two days) in the art room to produce the
final outcome.
are used as a starting point to gain insights to develop
ideas
• Produce work in a variety of 2D and 3D materials, such
as printing, photography, pencil, acrylic paint, collage,
Where will this course take me?
watercolour paint, clay, plaster and collage.
• Record through drawing and written annotation.
Students can go on to study A level or
BTEC Art and Design. You could go into
Present a final response based on your research to the
topic given.
stage and set design, costume design,

graphic design, architecture, interior

In your last term, you will be working on your exam task
design self-employment, art galleries or
called the Externally Set Assignment (Unit 2). This is of a
museums and teaching.
set of questions set by the exam board, of which one will
be chosen to research and develop a personal response.
This will be approximately 20 hours of preparatory work in
lesson time followed by 10 hours usually over two days in
an art or ceramic room to produce a final response.

PERFORMING ARTS - RSL GCSE EQUIVALENT
There will be 4 different pathway choices in this exciting
Type of Qualification
qualification. RSL are market leaders in creating syllabuses
and awards for creative performers.
Vocational Qualification RSL This qualification will give a wide choice of options and
Rockschool GCSE equivalent
modules whether you are interested in
https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/
•
Music
•
•
•

Drama
Dance
Technical Support.

The 4 pathways are:
•
Music Practitioner - Performance
•
Music Practitioner - Technology
•
Performing Arts Practitioner - Drama
•
Performing Arts Practitioner - Technical Theatre
Music Practitioners will be internally be assessed on
•
Music Knowledge
•
Skill Development .

vocational-syllabus/

How is the course assessed?
Music Practitioners
Internally assessed units 60%
Externally assessed synoptic units 40%
Performing Arts Practitioners
Internally assessed units 60%
Externally assessed synoptic units 40%

In addition they will be assessed externally on one of the
following units:
•
Live Performance
•
Composing Music
•
Sound Recording

Where will this course take me?
Students can go onto study:
•

Performing Arts Practitioners will be internally be assessed
on
•
•
Performing Arts Knowledge
•
•
Skill Development .
In addition they will be assessed externally on one of the
following units:
•
Live Performance - Acting
•
Live Performance - Dance
•
Live Performance - Technical Theatre

RockSchool VQ’s Level 3 at college or
6th Form
Drama and Theatre A Level

Music A Level if you also have an
accompanying Grade 5 Music
Qualification.

•

Music Technology A Level

•

Film Studies A Level

Pass Grades

GCSE
Grade

GCSE Size
Equivalence

Level 2 Distinction

7+

1

Level 2 Merit

6

1

Level 2 Pass

4

1

Level 1 Distinction

3

1

Level 1 Merit

2

1

Level 1 Pass

1

1

PHYSICAL EDUCATION GCSE
GCSE PE aims to provide a broad, coherent and practical
curriculum that encourages learners to be inspired , motivated
and challenged. It will equip learners with the knowledge,
understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain their
performance in physical activities and understand the benefits to
health, fitness and well-being.
The GCSE PE course will:
•
Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of
factors that underpin physical activity and sport and use
this knowledge to improve performance.
•
Understand how the physiological and psychological state
affects performance in physical activity and sport.
•
Perform effectively in different physical activities by
developing skills and techniques and selecting and using
tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas.
•
Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve
performance.
•
Understand the contribution which physical activity and
sport make to health, fitness and well-being.
•
Understand socio-cultural influences which can affect
people’s involvement in physical activity and sport.

The GCSE PE course is assessed in the following four modules:
Physical Factors Affecting Performance (30%)
•
Applied anatomy and physiology
•
Physical training
Socio-Cultural Issues and Sports Psychology (30%)
•
Socio-cultural influences
•
Sports psychology
•
Health, fitness and well-being
Practical Performances (30%)
•
Assesses core and advanced skills in three activities taken
from the approved list
•
One from the ‘individual’ list
•
One from the ‘team’ list
•
One from either list
Analysis and Evaluation (10%)
•
This component draws upon the knowledge, understanding
and skills a student has learnt and enables them to
analyse and evaluate their own or a peer’s performance in
one activity.

Type of Qualification
OCR GCSE Physical Education
J587
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
gcse/physical-education-j587-from2016/

How is the course assessed?
•

2 x 1 hour, 60 mark, external
examinations (60%)

•

Practical assessment in three
different sports (30%)

•

Written analysis produced under
controlled conditions (10%)

Where will this course take me?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Level PE
Cambridge National Level 3 Sports
Studies/Sports Science
VTCT Level 3 Diploma in Sports
Massage Therapy
BTEC Level 3 NED in Esports,
Enterprise and Entrepreneurship
BTEC Level 3 NED in Sports
Coaching and Development
BTEC Level 3 NED in Sport and
Exercise Science
Level 3 Diploma in Leadership and
Community Coaching

SPORTS STUDIES - CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL GCSE EQUIVALENT
The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Studies gives learners the
opportunity to learn about a wide array for sports related topics.
This gives them the opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge
as well as exploring some key practical elements.
This qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE.

Type of Qualification
OCR Cambridge National Sport
Studies
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/

Students must study:
cambridge-nationals/sport-studiesContemporary issues in sport;
level-1-2-j803-j813/
•
Participation levels and barriers
•
Promoting values and ethical behaviour
•
How sport contributes to society as a whole beyond
providing entertainment.
Assessment: 1 hour external exam, worth 60 marks.
Developing sports skills;
•
Sports-related skills and techniques,
•
Practice methods for improving their own performance as
well as others.
•
Knowledge of the use of tactics and strategies
•
1 x 1 hour external exam
•
Rules of both team and individual activities, enabling them
•
3 x centre-assessed coursework tasks,
to officiate.
each 10 learning hours.
Assessment: Centre-assessed coursework task, 10 learning
hours.

How is the course assessed?

There are then 4 optional units:
Sports Leadership
•
Knowledge, understanding and practical skills required to
be an effective sports leader.
Sport and Media
•
Exploring the relationship between sport and the media.
•
Sports coverage across media outlets over time.
Working in the Sports Industry
•
Exploring a wide range of career opportunities relating to
sport industry as a whole.
Developing Knowledge and Skills in Outdoor Activities.
•
Outdoor and adventure activities and the organisation
provided to access them.

Where will this course take me?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Level PE
Cambridge National Level 3 Sports Studies/
Sports Science
VTCT Level 3 Diploma in Sports Massage
Therapy
BTEC Level 3 NED in Esports, Enterprise
and Entrepreneurship
BTEC Level 3 NED in Sports Coaching and
Development
BTEC Level 3 NED in Sport and Exercise
Science
Level 3 Diploma in Leadership and
Community Coaching

GCSE
Grade

GCSE Size
Equivalence

8+

1

7

1

Level 2 Merit

5+

1

Level 2 Pass

4

1

Level 1 Distinction

3

1

Level 1 Merit

2

1

Level 1 Pass

1

1

Pass Grades
Level 2
Distinction*
Level 2 Distinction

ENTERPRISE - CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL GCSE EQUIVALENT
Our Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing
will encourage students to:
•

•

•

•

understand and apply the fundamental principles and
concepts of Enterprise and Marketing including
characteristics of successful entrepreneurs, market
research, financial viability, the marketing mix and
factors to consider when starting up and running an
enterprise

Type of Qualification
OCR Cambridge Nationals Enterprise
and Marketing Level 1/2 – J837
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
cambridge-nationals/enterprise-andmarketing-level-1-2-j837/

develop learning and practical skills that can be
applied to real-life contexts and work situations

How is the course assessed?

think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and You will be assessed via two pieces of
critically
develop independence and confidence in using skills
that would be relevant to the business and enterprise
sector

coursework set by OCR, each worth 30%
of the qualification. These will test your
application of knowledge and skill in
Spreadsheet Design & Augmented
Reality.

This qualification will help students to develop:
•
entrepreneurial skills and knowledge, which are key to You will also complete an examination at
the business and enterprise sector, sole trader skills
the end of the course worth 40% of the
and knowledge in areas such as e-marketing,
qualification.
creativity, pitching and cost modelling
•

a full range of transferable skills including Verbal
Communication/Presentation, Research, Problem
Solving, Analytical Skills, Digital Presentation
Planning and Creative Thinking

All results are awarded on the following scale:
Level 2 – Distinction* (*2), Distinction (D2), Merit (M2),
Pass (P2)
Level 1 – Distinction (D1), Merit (M1), Pass (P1) and Fail/
Unclassified.

Where will this course take me?
•
•
•
•

A Level Business Studies
Cambridge Technicals in Business
Level 2/3
BTEC National in Business
T-Levels & Apprenticeships

This course will also provide a sound set
of skills and knowledge which can be
applicable in a wide range of job roles
and support further learning.

Pass Grades

GCSE
Grade

GCSE Size
Equivalence

Level 2 Distinction*

8+

1

Level 2 Distinction

7

1

Level 2 Merit

5+

1

Level 2 Pass

4

1

Level 1 Distinction

3

1

Level 1 Merit

2

1

Level 1 Pass

1

1

FOOD AND NUTRITION GCSE
This Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE has been
designed to cover a range of different topics which ensure
students have a broad and deep understanding of all areas
of food. Students will study:
⚫ Food Preparation Skills
⚫ Food Nutrition and Health
⚫ Food Safety
⚫ Food Science
⚫ Food Provenance
⚫ Food Choice

Year 10
Practical lessons - learning in depth food preparation
skills including the application of molecular
gastronomy. Students will also apply nutritional
knowledge to dishes produced and explore the
different types of food chemistry and functions. This
prepares students for their non-exam assessment
(NEA) in Food Science and their NEA in Food
Preparation commencing in year 11.
Theory lessons incorporate 5 core topics above. ICT
will assist students develop their knowledge allowing
them to apply this during practical food classes.
Homework - Students will research dishes to produce
each week around a given theme, encompassing
knowledge learnt in their nutrition and food
chemistry lessons.
Year 11
The focus of Year 11 is to complete two pieces of NEA and
revisit the knowledge learnt in Year 10 in order to revise for
a written examination.
NEA Food Science investigation 15% - applying food
science and chemistry knowledge to experiments
and writing up the findings in a 1500—2000 word
report/essay with photographs.
NEA Food Preparation 35% - produce a three- course
meal within a 3-hour timed assessment showing as
many food preparation skills as possible around a
set brief. Write up and evaluate the findings within a
20-hour written report.
Revision programme for the end of course exam 50%.

Type of Qualification
GCSE - AQA Food Preparation and
Nutrition
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/
gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585

How is the course assessed?
In Year 11 students will complete 2 Non
Examination Assessments (NEA):
Task 1: investigation (approx.10 hours)
15% of GCSE
Task 2: Food preparation Assessment
(approx.20 hours including a 3 hour
practical assessment) 35% of GCSE

Written examination:
1 hour 45 minute exam, 50% of GCSE

Where will this course take me?
Students can study the WJEC Diploma in
Food Science and Nutrition at Ashby
School providing they meet Sixth Form
entry requirements.
Students can study the Edexcel Level 3
Extended Hospitality Diploma at college.
Students can then go on to study a wide
variety of food-based degree courses at
university in hospitality, food and
nutrition, and food technology.
They can embark on careers in the
catering and food industry.

Student Leadership at Ivanhoe
At Ivanhoe college we believe that students should be
given a wide range of opportunities to develop and
practise leadership skills in preparation for life beyond
school. We provide opportunities for students to
develop leadership skills through a variety of inspiring,
challenging and valued projects which impact
positively on learning, teaching and well-being for both
students and staff at Ivanhoe College. Student
Leaders are the school’s role models and help to make
a lasting impact at school.
New opportunities for our Key Stage 4 students include Senior House Captains, Peer
Mentors, Prefects and Head Boy and Girl.
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Our New Sportshall
We are excited to share with you the plans for our new Sportshall which will be ready for student use
in Autumn 2022. This will be an invaluable space for us to be able to offer a full GCSE curriculum
and host even more sports events at the school. Coupled with our existing gym, fields, resurfaced
AstroTurf pitch and the close relationship with have with Hood Park Leisure Centre to use the pool,
we will have the most comprehensive and up to date sporting facilities in the area.

Ivanhoe’s mission for its students, parents, staff and the local
community is to:
•

Be Healthy

•

Be Active

•

Be Happy

Ivanhoe College strongly believes that through the education of
pupils, staff and the local community on the benefits of being
active, it will increase in the level of participation, providing
physical and mental health benefits to all within the local area.

Our vision, for the building, is to create a facility which can become
a local hub for community use outside of school hours. We already
have strong partnerships with community groups that currently lease space within the main school,
but we know that there are other groups keen to build new partnerships with us and make use of a
space that will include sports and classroom spaces alongside hospitality facilities.
For our students, our vision is to support them to become confident and successful citizens; who
make a positive contribution to their local community. In the first instance we will be engaging
students in the fundraising and naming of the building to encourage ownership. We will encourage
our students to get involved with community clubs to nurture important skills particularly in leadership
and volunteering. We will continue to offer our students the opportunity to gain the ‘Sports Leader’
qualification and lead on the primary school activities through the North West Leicestershire School
Sports Partnership. We will continue to engage with parents through an accessible community use
programme and support our staff to stay healthy by offering them subsidised access to physical
activity during community hours.
The new development will also include additional classrooms to the rear.
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Admissions
This year you will be in a unique position in regards to school
choices and admissions process for moving into Year 10.
Therefore it is important that you are very clear of the process
you need to follow to gain a place at whichever school is your
choice.

Staying at Ivanhoe
•

You do not need to make a new application, your current
school place is secure.

•

We will be sending a survey out, please complete and tick to say that you intend your child
to stay at Ivanhoe.

•

We will make further contact about your child choosing their option subjects.

Moving to another school including Ashby School or
Ibstock College
•

You will need to make an online application to transfer into Year 10 at another school.

•

You must apply for this new place through the Leicestershire County Council website at
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-academies/
school- admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place

•

We will be sending a survey out, please complete and tick to say which school you have
chosen. This will help us arrange for your child to get the information they need from their
chosen school about making their option choices.

The closing date for application to a new school must
be made by 31st October 2021
The results of applications will be announced to parents on 1st March 2022, but you are
assured a place at your chosen school (if it is in the National Forest Hub Schools:
Ivanhoe, Ashby or Ibstock) due to the Age Range Change Agreement.

If you are applying from an out of catchment school please email our admissions
coordinator Mrs Amanda Gray for advice on how to apply and to join our mailing
list, to ensure that you are kept up to date on the options process.
a.gray@ivanhoe.co.uk
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