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Welcome  
Welcome to our Open Evening 2021 for students starting secondary 

school in Autumn 2022. I am the Headteacher, Mrs Alison Allford and 

I extend to you all a warm welcome. We hope that from your visit to 

school and from the information in this booklet and on our website, 

you will have all the information you need to decide if Ivanhoe is the 

right school for your child. 

 

Why should you choose Ivanhoe for your child? 

 We have a proven track record of supporting students through the transition from primary 

school to high school. Not only is this based on over 60 years experience, but is also down to 

our excellent relationships with over 30 feeder primary schools.  

 We have high expectations for our students, in attendance, behaviour, attitude and 

achievement. Our pastoral team:  from Form Tutors through to Heads of Progress, Care and 

Guidance Team, SEND Team and Senior Leaders will all help your child achieve their full 

academic potential. 

 We have a strong body of expert leaders and teachers. All senior and middle leaders have 

completed a National Professional Qualification for their career stage and their expertise is 

widely sought from other schools in the area.  

 We have a clear GCSE vision: developed and led by our experienced leaders and current 

GCSE Examiners and Moderators working at Ivanhoe. We also have excellent support from 

the LiFE MAT (Multi-Academy Trust) to ensure the success of our transition to an 11-16 

school. 

 Year groups will be smaller as we move forward, which will allow for personalised learning 

and targeted support where needed. 

 We are committed to the education of the 'whole person', where we are confident that the 

enrichment experiences offered alongside our formal curriculum will ensure that all of our 

students will leave Ivanhoe as happy, successful, informed, resilient young adults ready to 

make a positive contribution to their world.  
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Admissions  
Ivanhoe College has adopted the Leicestershire County 

Council admissions policy. This means that you will need to 

apply for a place through the Leicestershire County Council 

online application form. 

Ivanhoe College has an agreed admission number of 195 

for Year 7s starting in September 2022.  

If there are too many requests, priority will be given to 

children whose parents applied on time, in the following 

order: 

Our full admissions policy can be found on the Ivanhoe website including the 

catchment area map:https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/admissions 

The closing date for applications for admissions for      

Autumn 2022 starters is October 31st 2021. 

Applications should be made at  

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-

academies/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place  

1st Children who are in public care and those children who were previously looked after 

children.  

2nd Pupils who live in the catchment area.  

3rd Pupils who will have an older brother or sister attending the same school at the time.  

4th Pupils who have a serious medical condition or exceptional social or domestic needs 

that make it essential they attend the school requested. (Professional documentation 

confirming the situation must be submitted with the application.)  

5th Children of members of staff on a permanent contract at the point of application.  

6th Pupils who are attending a feeder school at the point of application.  

7th Pupils starting at an infant school with a sibling attending at the same time in the 

linked junior school (see note iv.) or Pupils transferring to secondary school who will 

have an older brother or sister attending one of the other linked secondary 

schools at the same time.   

8th Pupils living nearest to the school measured in a straight line distance (home to 

school front gate).  
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Our Vision  

At Ivanhoe College our students come first. We are a caring school 

with a disciplined family atmosphere. High standards are expected 

of all students as they follow the Ivanhoe Way. 

Our vision statement describes us being on a ‘Journey to 

Excellence’ and we value the unique contribution of each student 

and want them to achieve their full potential. 

 

On our journey we commit to: 

• Providing a rich and creative teaching and 
learning community 

 

• Providing a safe and caring environment 
 

• Investing in ourselves to ensure everyone 
achieves success 

 

• Respecting and valuing everyone and 
embracing diversity 

 

• Building strong partnerships within our local 
community 

 

• Continually preparing to meet future 

challenges 

Our students are highly successful across a broad range of activities – personal and social 

development, sporting, artistic, musical and cultural. We work in close partnership with schools 

within LiFE MAT to build expertise across our teaching community.  Students are welcomed from 

14 partner primary schools in the Ashby Learning Community, ensuring continuity for all our 

students and alongside Ashby School and Ibstock Community College we form the ‘National 

Forest Hub Schools.’ 

At Ivanhoe students enjoy learning together – not only in lessons but also through the wide 

range of enrichment activities that we have on offer; all students are encourage to get involved. 

We are committed to working closely with parents and a high value is placed on student voice in 

all aspects of College life. 

Highly qualified teachers and support staff provide an excellent, 

caring environment in which students can learn and flourish 

safely. Our aspirations, expectations and commitment are 

relentlessly high for all members of the college community. 
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Teaching and Learning 

At Ivanhoe we are an exceptional group of teachers and are very 

proud of the ‘Truly Great Teaching’ that takes place here all day, 

every day. Staff here at Ivanhoe have high expectations of 

ourselves, our students, our parents and each other. We are 

passionate about closing the vocabulary gap and so prioritise the 

development of reading. All this leads to ‘Truly Great Learning’.  

Highly skilled and dedicated staff provide an excellent, caring 

environment in which students can learn and flourish safely. Our 

staff have passion and expertise for their subject areas and model 

a love of learning. We have consistently high expectations in and outside of the classroom. When 

mistakes are made students are supported as part of their learning. We also strongly believe in 

praise and rewards for students for effort as well as achievement. 

High Attainers 

We are extremely proud of our excellent results which are 

consistently well above national averages both at the end of 

Key Stage 3 and at the end of Key Stage 4 when our students 

have in the past moved on to do their GCSEs. From 

September 2022 students will have the opportunity to stay at 

Ivanhoe for their GCSEs and all new applicants will be 

choosing the school that their child will stay at from the ages 

of 11-16.  

High Attaining students thrive at Ivanhoe College, with a good 

proportion of students going on to gain the highest levels at 

GCSE and A-Level, and high rates  staying on at sixth form 

and going to university.  

Our new ‘Platinum Scholars’ programme will give high attaining students from a range of  

backgrounds the support, skills and confidence to aspire to apply for places at Russell Group 

Universities.  

SEND Support 

At Ivanhoe College our students come first. We recognise their 
different needs and work hard with them to develop their 
abilities and talents. We value the unique contribution of each 
student and want them to achieve their full potential. As a 
school we aim to raise the aspirations of and expectations for 
all pupils with SEND to ensure the best possible opportunities 
for their future goals. 

Our experienced SEND Team work across all year groups to 
maximise learning opportunities and support students to 
become confident independent learners with the ability to 
advocate for their own needs both at school and in the wider 
community. The Team offer a range of complimentary interventions/ courses to support additional 
needs whilst continuing to offer access to GCSE or equivalent qualifications.  
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Ivanhoe believes in: 

• The relentless pursuit of excellence to achieve 

life changing outcomes for all students 

• The education of the whole person, seeking to 

encourage all students to learn beyond the 

classroom 

• Creating ambitious life-long learners who 

have developed a curiosity for and enjoyment 

of learning in our personalised curriculum 

• Challenging our students to be discerning as 

they navigate the complex media world we 

now inhabit 

 

 

 

 
 

This means we aim to: 

• Support each child into a happy, fulfilled young 

adult 

• Instil in each student a strong sense of self and 

aspiration 

• Encourage our students to seek wider 

opportunities 

• Foster a love of learning in all our students 

• Ensure excellent results at KS4 

• Encourage an understanding that hard work 

will lead to future success 

 

 

 

 
 

The strengths of our curriculum are: 

• High quality teaching based on a mastery 

approach, ensuring long term retention of 

knowledge 

• Our knowledge-rich curriculum treads a 

careful balance between academic and 

creative - allowing all students to make 

excellent progress 

• Our exciting approach ensuring that our 

students become valued dynamic members of 

the community, prepared for their futures as 

responsible citizens in a diverse 

technologically-advanced society 

 

 

 

 
 

Our staff pledge to: 

• Identify and advance each child’s individual 

strengths and talents whether academic, 

creative or physical 

• Build resilience and self-esteem as our 

students transition through physical and 

emotional change 

• Offer inspirational opportunities both in and out 

of the curriculum to ensure future success 

• Nurture students and remove barriers in a fully 

supportive learning environment 

• Commit whole-heartedly to collaboration 

within, between and beyond the Ashby Hub 

Schools 

Ivanhoe Curriculum  
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Subjects Year 7 Lessons  

per week 

Year 8 Lessons  

per week 

Year 9 Lessons  

per week 

English 3.5 3.5 3.5 

Maths 3.5 3.5 3.5 

Science 3 3 3.5 

Art & Design 3 3 2.5 

Computing 1 1 1 

History 1.5 1.5 1.5 

Geography 1.5 1.5 1.5 

MFL 2.5 2.5 2 

Music 1 1 1 

P.E. 2 2 2 

PSHRE  1 1 1 

Drama 0.5 0.5 0.5 

A.C.E. 1 1 0 

Option 0 0 1.5 

Our Curriculum 

On their 'journey to excellence' students have the right to 

a curriculum which;  

• Provides rich and exciting learning opportunities.  

• Prepares them to be active, independent, successful and 
enthusiastic lifelong learners. 

• Prepares them for life as responsible citizens in a 
diverse, modern society. 

 

Key Stage 3 - Years 7-9 
 

In Key Stage 3 we say that every day you are at Ivanhoe you will ‘Know more and remember 
more of what you have learnt’. Through our wide and varied curriculum students will not only 
build their knowledge, but will learn the study skills they need to make continued progress.  
All students in Key Stage 3 study all subjects in the National Curriculum. In addition they will study 
drama and our specialist Life Skills Lessons and Character Enrichment (A.C.E.). 
 
In Year 9 students have an opportunity to choose an ‘Option subject’ which they can pursue in 
more depth, to decide if they might like to study it at GCSE. Students also choose 4 areas of Art 
and Design to specialise in, to allow them to undertake more complex projects. 
 
The curriculum allocation for each subject is as follows: 
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Key Stage 4 (GCSEs) 
Ivanhoe will begin teaching Key Stage 4 students from Autumn 2022. The majority of these 

students will be staying on with us after Year 9, but we will also be welcoming applications from 

students across North West Leicestershire, and South Derbyshire.  

 

The change to becoming an 11-16 school will give 

all students the benefit of a more personalised 

education by creating smaller year groups across 

the National Forest Hub. The future of education 

and in particular examinations in the UK will 

inevitably change following the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

We are in a unique position to easily be able to 

change and grow with any new developments 

because we are not heavily invested in a traditional way of delivering GCSEs. Our open and 

honest communications with parents and students will ensure that we all work in partnership to 

ensure the best outcomes for your children.  

Our Senior Leaders and staff have spent many years developing the Ivanhoe GCSE curriculum,  

as well as expanding staff expertise. Many staff in school work as examiners, moderators and 

senior team leaders for a range of examination boards. A large proportion of our staff have 

experience of teaching their subjects right from Key Stage 3 up to Key Stage 4 and 5. 

You can find further information about our preparations to become an 11-16 school on our 

website. 

 

If you decide that Ivanhoe is the school for your child, they will have access to a wide and varied 

KS4 curriculum. These will include subjects that they are already familiar with from the Key Stage 

3 National Curriculum, but in addition there will be options such as: 

• GCSE Computer Science 

• GCSE Business and Enterprise 

• GCSE Dance 

• GCSE German 

• GCSE Spanish 

• GCSE Design Specialisms such as Food, Resistant  

 Materials, Textiles or Graphics  

• Art Specialisms including GCSE Fine Art and GCSE    

        Ceramics 

 

Our ‘Truly Great Teaching’ will ensure that we are able to cater to the educational needs of all 

students, whether they will be pursuing higher level exam papers, or if they have special 

education needs and require some ‘alternative’ curriculum subjects.  
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Student Leadership 

At Ivanhoe we believe that students should be given a 

wide range of opportunities to develop and practise 

leadership skills in preparation for life beyond school. We 

provide opportunities for students to develop leadership 

skills through a variety of inspiring, challenging and 

valued  projects which impact positively on learning. 

Student Leaders are the school’s role models and help to 

make a lasting impact at school and for the local 

community. 

Student Leaders are also instrumental in motivating the 

student body for our inter-house competitions which run 

throughout the year, giving all students the chance to 

belong to their ‘house team’. 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities for students to be involved in Leadership at Ivanhoe 

start from Year 7 and opportunities and responsibilities increase as 

students move through the school. They may be involved in 

anything from planning charity fundraising days; feeding back on 

behalf of their peers to the Leadership Team; helping in the smooth 

running of an area of the school, such as the Library or representing the school at events.  
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Enrichment Opportunities 

Extra - Curricular Clubs 

Here at Ivanhoe we are very proud of the wide variety of extra-

curricular activities available for our students, both at lunchtimes 

and afterschool. We have given much consideration to the variety 

of clubs on offer to cater to the many differing interests of our 

students. Clubs are open to students of all abilities. 

We have a fantastic staff team, both teachers and support 

staff who commit a considerable amount of their time to our young 

people to enable them to develop new skills and gain new 

experiences through our clubs. 

Clubs are advertised  throughout the school year and may include opportunities such as Computing, 

Art, Performing Arts, Music, Science and many more. 

 

P.E. Extra-Curricular Clubs 

We believe that ALL students should go on a journey of 

development that will improve their wellbeing and ability to 

be active for life. Our P.E. extra-curricular offer is integral 

to supporting this outcome and at Ivanhoe we pride 

ourselves on the amount of clubs we offer that enriches 

and broadens the educational opportunities open to all 

students. We encourage all students from all years to 

attend clubs regardless of their experience or ability. 

 

We have given much thought and surveyed our students to cater to the many differing interests of 

our students. We deliver traditional sports e.g. rugby, football, netball and hockey, as well as 

alternative activities e.g. parkour, yoga, boxercise and golf, to name but a few. We create a 

welcoming and inclusive environment so that our students can thrive being active.  Our extra-

curricular programme is central to being part of the Ivanhoe school community as well as giving 

students the opportunity to represent the school in both intra and inter-school fixtures.  
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Enrichment Opportunities 

Residential School Trips 

Taking our students out of the traditional classroom and into the 

real world has numerous, wonderful advantages and at Ivanhoe 

our trip offer is outstanding. A school trip is an exciting 

opportunity to broaden students’ horizons, learn about other 

cultures, discover new places or learn new skills. Many of our 

residential trips focus on discovering leadership skills, developing 

social and emotional skills and building resilience. This may be 

through physical challenges such as on our outdoor pursuits trip 

to Wales; immersing themselves in the history of the Belgium 

Battlefields; exploring cultural sites such as Whitby Abbey; or 

investigating geographical data on GCSE field trips.  

Local Opportunities 

Throughout their time at Ivanhoe students will also experience 

curriculum enriching local trips, as well as welcoming visiting 

speakers into school. We will raise students’ aspirations by 

going to the NEC Skills show and working with universities and 

colleges. Students will be inspired by visitors from a range of 

businesses as part of their careers education, and being 

welcomed by Leicestershire places of Worship will help them 

grow as empathetic citizens. We help students understand 

complex issues affecting young people, such as Extremism and 

Exploitation through regular performances from the Alter Ego Theatre Company. Students regularly 

get the opportunity to take part in competitions in school and nationally such as our S.T.E.A.M. show, 

Rotary Youth Speaks, Rotary Young Chef, amongst others.  

Sport Development Trips 

At Ivanhoe we take our students on sport development trips that utilise expert coaching and state-of-

the-art facilities at top-level clubs. We aim to ignite their dreams through the power of P.E. & sport 

designed to develop skills and confidence in our students no matter what their ability. Most recently 

we have taken groups of boys and girls to Manchester City, Leicester Tigers Rugby Club, 

Loughborough Lightning Netball Team and Leicester Riders Basketball Club. 
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Our New Sports Hall 
We are excited to share with you the plans for our new Sports Hall which will be ready for student 

use in Autumn 2022. This will be an invaluable space for us to be able to offer a full GCSE 

curriculum and host even more sports events at the school. Coupled with our existing gym, fields, 

resurfaced AstroTurf pitch and the close relationship with have with Hood Park Leisure Centre to use 

the pool, we will have the most comprehensive and up to date sporting facilities in the area.  

Ivanhoe’s mission for its students, parents, staff and the local community is to: 

• Be Healthy  

• Be Active 

• Be Happy 

Ivanhoe College strongly believes that through the education of pupils, 

staff and the local community on the benefits of being active, it will 

increase in the level of participation, providing physical and mental 

health benefits to all within the local area.  

Our vision, for the building, is to create a facility which can become a 

local hub for community use outside of school hours. We already have 

strong partnerships with community groups that currently lease space 

within the main school, but we know that there are other groups keen to build new partnerships with 

us and make use of a space that will include sports and classroom spaces alongside hospitality 

facilities. 

For our students, our vision is to support them to become confident and successful citizens; who 

make a positive contribution to their local community. In the first instance we will be engaging 

students in the fundraising and naming of the building to encourage ownership. Students will be 

encouraged to get involved with community clubs to nurture important skills particularly in leadership 

and volunteering. We will continue to offer our students the opportunity to gain the ‘Sports Leader’ 

qualification and lead on the primary school activities through the North West Leicestershire School 

Sports Partnership. We will continue to engage with parents through an accessible community use 

programme and support our staff to stay healthy by offering them subsidised access to physical 

activity during community hours.  

 

The new development will also include additional classrooms to the rear. 
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Further Information 

You will find further information on our school 

website www.ivanhoe.co.uk 

You can find information such as: 

• Subject Specific Information 

• Uniforms 

• School meals  

• Homework 

• Student Leadership 

• Attendance 

• Safeguarding 

• Pupil Premium Strategy 

• Policies  

• Applying for Free School Meals 

 

 

If you still have any further questions 

you can email: 

transition@ivanhoe.co.uk 
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