
Design and Technology to keep us safe in a COVID world. 

The new normal way of living has meant we have had to change the way we do a lot of things—this is a 

great opportunity for designers to get creative to help improve peoples lives.  Here are a few examples 

of how design and technology has been used in 2020.  

Tired of pulling your sleeve over your hand to touch the 
door handle? Belgian 3D printing company has designed a 
hands-free door handle attachment. Under the slogan “Do 
less harm, use your arm!”, the design, which has been 
made available to download for free and 3D print. 

Looking like a cluster of lightsabers on wheels, a sterilising robot 
has been developed by a Danish company. It can kill virus cells and 
sanitise hospital wards without the need for chemicals. The eight 
bulbs on each roaming robot emit concentrated UV-C ultraviolet 
light, which destroys bacteria, viruses and other harmful microbes 
by damaging their DNA and RNA, so they can’t multiply. 

In a world where we are forbidden from leaving the 
house, it looks like drones might finally come into 
their own. In China, the world leader in drone man-
ufacturing, the mini choppers have been mobilised 
for everything from fever detection in crowds to 
disinfecting public spaces, to delivering supplies to 
far-flung locations. 

Our Robocop future just got one alarming step 
closer thanks to a Chinese tech firm. The compa-
ny has developed a smart helmet that can detect 
people with a fever up to five metres away, 
sounding an alarm when anyone with a high tem-
perature comes close. 

Reading for Success 

The paragraphs below all discuss different ways that Designers have tackled new problems that the pan-

demic has created.  Read them carefully and think about who might be the user for each design.  What 

difference do you think it has made to their lives? 



RESEARCH 

Designers usually use other people to help them generate ideas.  Ask around your family or social bub-

ble to give you some idea of how people feel about living after COVID.  Remember, people may have 

very different views to you!  These can make for very interesting conversations and ideas! 

What problems have you encountered during COVID?  

YOU: 

 

FRIEND: 

 

FAMILY MEMBER: 

 

Use your imagination—circle one of the following, and imagine what may have been tricky for them in 

adjusting to the new social rules.    

Nurse             Driving Instructor         Person with a hearing impairment/deafness         Shop worker     

 

 

      

IDEAS 

So, what ideas has this research given you?   Jot a few down below.   

Design Challenge 

What can you design or re-design for the purpose of providing safety or a better lifestyle during the 

COVID 19 pandemic? 

We are all familiar with face masks and visors and the problems that occur when wearing them from 

sore ears to steamed up glasses and feeling too hot. Perhaps you could find a new design to tackle one 

of those issues. Or maybe there is something else you could design.  

Anything is acceptable whether its for the medical world, to help socially or in a social situation or 

something to used in the home. 

Draw your design (or more than one!).   

Add annotations (comments) to explain what your design does, how it works, and who would be likely 

to use it.  


